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CRYNODEB GWEITHREDOL

11

1.2

1.3

14

15

1.6

TROSOLWG O'R ADRODDIAD GWERTHUSO

Yn ei Rhaglen Lywodraethu (262026), mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn nodi ei huchelgais i ddynodi Parc Cenedlaethol
newydd yng ngogled® Rg & NI Ay [/ @YNMzZ | KgyyéQy &S EithiaS8dRBryhiaul ONdyd aNR |
Dyffryn Dyfrdwy 4 elwir bellach y®? ¢ A N3 SRR / Sy SRt I SG K2t . B fyddai pedwergdd |
Parc Cenedlaethol Cymrul QNJ t I NO / Sy SRt SiK2t Oeyidl ¥ A 3l StMaeSA ¢
Llywodraeth Cymru, felly, wedi comisiynu Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru (CANS)FT & O2NFF a&Qy 3J&8FNR
statudol newydd-A 6 SNI Kdza2 QNJ | OK2& RNRA& @ Rey2RAIR Kgyz O A
presennol y Senedd.

t 6N1J & @NJ ! RNBPRRAIFIR DgSNIKdza2z Kgy @¢ I aSsaddnigivydydilyd ! N
cy3eaetftdAl R N QwderFigl 2tRI&dR 128 3hynnyien awyrdpennu darn helaeth o dir sydd a digon o
KFENRREOK Yyl GdzZNR2f OeRYylFI06@RRSRAI adeQy o6¢geaird &y 3ISySRf
i'w ystyried yn ymgeisydd ar gyfer dynodi Parc Cenedlaethol posibl. Bydd yoeatdalr asesir eu bod yn bodloni'r meini
prawf Harddwch Naturiol a Hamdden wedyn cael eu tynnu ynghyd o fewn Ardal Ymgéisio

Mae'r Ardal Archwiliodddiwygiedig wedi'i rhannu'n 32 o Ardaloedd Gwerthuso i greu fframwaith gofodol o unedau o
dirwedd ar gyfer gwerthusiad manwl! (gwelgligur 3ar dudalenl3). Aseswyd pob ardal werthuso yn erbyn y meini prawf
harddwch naturiol a hamddenyn unol & chanllawiau gweithdrefnol CNC

Mae gwerthusiad pob ardal werthuso i'w weld ywthennod 7 (gwelertudalen 29 ymlaen). Yn yr asesiad o harddwch
naturiol, tynnwyd ynghyd y gwerthusiad o wybodaeth tirwedd bresennol (LANDMAP, asesiadau cymeriad tirwedd lleol
mapiau GIS) ac ymweliadau safle gan 2 weithiwr tirwedd proffesiynol (i ddod & gwrthrychedd i'r broses asesu
phenderfynu).

OFra3dtAlR OBFTFNBRAY2f &g o02R GeadAizftlSGK IEtANI o2R 3|
OBRYlI0BRRSRAI ae&Qy o0¢gearl &y 3IASYySREIFISliK2ftx &y 238adl f
fewn Ardal Ymgeisio ajyfer Parc Cenedlaethol newydd arfaethedig i Gymru (gwefigur 36ar dudalen200). Nid yw
FNRIft 2SRR yIR @Reyl &y 02Rf2yAQNJ GNRGKge KIFNRRgHOK ylI
cynnwys ardaloedd tameidiog neu wasgaredigoha@dv y I G dzNA 2t X y Sdz a8 Qy Ol St Sadz
RRFEGot&@3aAlRFdz a@Qy I YKI NHzQY FF gNJ I NJ KFENRRg OK WhenrdaNA 2 €
9tudalen199ymlaen).

Y CAMAU NESAF

Bydd ymgynghoriad cyhoeddus & rhanddeiliaid allweddol ar yr Ardal Ymgeisiol ynghyd & chanfyddiadau'r Adroddie
Gwerthuso yn llywio'r camau nesaf. Bydd canfyddiadau'r ymgynghoriad cyhoeddus yn helpu i gasglu cefaogaeth
phryderony cyhoedd, ac unrhyw faterion neu broblemgmghyd-¢ y 23eadlf N ffe@gA2QN) I35l
laSaAIR 2 5Re@Ydzy2ft RS0 58y2RA @y KStLlz A AINBYK2AQNI YI &
Parc Cenedlaethol. Bydd CNC wedyn yn ystyried y canfyddiadau cyn penderfynuyoygyraghoriad statudol ar ffin

fanwl ar gyfer Parc Cenedlaethol yn 2025.

1 cyfoeth Naturiol Cymri{Mawrth 2022). Dynodiad tirlun statudol: gweithdrefnakweiniad
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

OVERVIEW OF EVALUATION REPORT

In its Programme for Government (202026), the Welsh Government sets out its ambition to designate a new National
Park in NorthEast Wales based on the existing Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (her:
NEFSNNBR2 iR | Al yRidwbilld ke @ foupth National Park for Wales, and the first Netional Parko

be established in Wales since 195As such, the Welsh Government has commissioned Natural Resources Wales (NRW)
the body responsible for designatingyanew statutory landscape designations, to evaluate the case for the designation
and to make a recommendation to Welsh Government within the current Senedd term.

The purpose of this Evaluation Report is to assess the Area of Gez8)nitially identified by NRW and subsequently
revised following Public Engagement in 2023 (Sigeire 2page 12) to identify an extensive tract of land that has sufficient
nationally important and recognised natural beauty, as well as opportunities for the enjoyment ofaapestreation, to

be considered a candidate for potential National Park designatibhe areas that have been assessed as meeting the
Natural Beauty and Recreati criteria are then drawn together within a Candidate Area.

The revised 8Shas been subdivided into 32 Evaluation Areas (EAS) to create a spatial framework of landscape units fc
detailed evaluation (se€&igure 3on page 13).Each EA has been assessed against the natural beauty and recreation
criteria-Ay | OO0O2NRIFyOS 46A0GK Bw2 Q& LINPOSRAzNI f 3JdzA RIF yOS

The evaluation of each EA is set ouCimapter 7(see page9 onward3. The evaluation of existing landscape information
(LANDMAP, local landscape character assessments, GIS mapping) and site visits by 2 landscape professionals (to |
objectivity to the assessment and decision making process) was drawn together in thenasseef natural beauty.

In overall conclusion, there is clear evidence that much of the Revised Area of Search has sufficient nationally importal
and recognised natural beauty, as well as opportunities for the enjoyment of-ajpgecreation, to be included within a
Candidate #fea for a proposed new National Park for Wales (Sggire 36on page 200). Areas not meeting the natural
beauty or opportunities for opefair recreation threshold, or containing fragmented or dispersed areas of natural beauty,
or that are influenced byahd uses or development which greatly detract, from natural beauty, are not included in the
Candidate Area (refer t&hapter 9on page 199 onwards).

NEXT STEPS

Public consultatiowith key stakeholders othe Candidate Areh Y R G KS 9 @I f dzF G A2y NBEhSRNI Q:
steps. The findings of public consultation will help capture public support, concerns and issues together with informing
Detailed Boundary. Ans8essment of the Desirability Designag will help consolidate the issues and opportunities of
pursing a National Park designation. NRW will then consider the findings before deciding on carrying out statuton
consultation on a detailed National Park boundary in 2025.

2 Natural Resource Wale@larch2022). Statutory landscape designation: procedural guidance
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INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

3.1 Inits Programme for Government (202026),the Welsh Government sets out igsnbition todesignate a new National
Park in NorthEast Wales based on the existing Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding NaturaleBeiauty (
NEFSNNBR G2 I a )Whis wokl@ helatfourfh INgtiBnal Phark JSroVales, and the first new park to be
established in Wales since 195%ssuch,the Welsh Government has commissioned Natural Resources Wales (MieW),
body responsible for designating any new staty landscape designation® evaluate the case for the designation and
to make a recommendatioto Welsh Governmenuwithin the current Senedd term.

3.2 The Planning (Wales) Act 28 1The Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 20Ibe Environment (Wales) Act
2016, andhe Natural Resources Polig@p18together provide an important legislative and policy framework within which
NRW operates Evidence in relation to the Sustainable Management of Natural Resquirées 8 S 2dzi Ay b
Natural Resources Report (SoNaRR) and Area Statenmawsalso helgd to inform the designation processThis
evidencehas beenespecially important when assessing forces for change, as well as the consideration of alternative
mechanisms for the management of identified forces for changke designation procesalso has docus on nature
recovery and climate adaptation and mitigatiolNRW will demonstrate that the principles of thgelicy and legislative
frameworkhave been applieth their recommendations

THEPURPOSKESF A NATIONAL PARK

3.3 National Parks are areas legally recognised for their natural beauty and for the opportunities they provide for the
enjoyment of the special qualities of an area through outdoor recreatiés. wellas National Landscapspreviously
AONBSs)National Parks have the highest level of landscape conservation and protastgst out irparagraph6.3.80of
Planning Policy Waldsdition 12 2024Section 5(1) National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (NPAGEt949)
out the purposes of National Parks whiare

A conserving and enhancing its natural beauty, wildlife and cultural her;tzg

A promoting the understanding and enjoyment of its special qualities by the public.

3.4 In applying the legislativeramework inits broadest sense, the questions that need to be answered as part of the
designation process are:

A Does the landscape of the study area have sufficient natural beauty?

A Does landscape of the study area offer sufficient opportunities for egienecreation when considering a proposal
for a National Park?

A s it especially desirable to designate the landscape as a National Park?

A Where should the detailed boundary of a proposed National Park be drawn?

AREA OF SEARCH REPORT

3.5 As a precursor to thdetailed evaluation stag€as set out in this reportthe NRW Designated Landscapes Programme
Team hae undertaken an initial screening assessment of a proposed area for a potential NationallRarkim of tiis
assessment was to determine the extent of nationally important and recognised natural beauty in the proposeakarea
well asan initial analysis of outdoor recreation and attractios Area of SearcpoS)Report has been produced as a

3 NaturalResource Waleglune 203). Area of Search for a potential National Park in Ndttst Wales
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3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

result of this initial screening assessment ancbasultant was appointetb undertake anindependent examination of

the proposed area and to identify ispecial qualities Following the identification of special qualitiesaher consultant
wasengaged to identify théorces forchangdt FFSOG Ay 3 (KS |. NSoartbathisa e @dativénalysizl t A
was undertakerof the effectiveness of formal designation in addressing the forces for chemg@ared with other
available mechanisms.

The starting point fothe AoS waghe existing Clwydian Range and Dee Valayional Landscapand adjacentareas
that had potential to contain sufficientatural beauty to meet the National Park designation criterigtis resulted iman
AoScontained ly the North Wales coast / Dee Estuary to the north; Welsh/ English border to theast;Eryri National
Park to thesouthwest;the Ad458to the south- which containsthe southern extents ofhe Berwyns; and the A436 the
south east in an area of transitioletween the uplands anw/elsh borderlands

To help inform this initial assessmentappingwasdeveloped to identify areas of natural beauty using the terms and
attributes that have established use in the assessment of new statutory landscape designations, across Wales ar
England. These are set outtire NRW Guidance No{&N 010°. and include:

Landscape quality
Scenic quality
Relative wildness
Relative tranquillity

Natural heritage featuresand

> > > > > >

Cultural heritage

NRWused LANDMAP and other GIS data to provide spatial evidence of landscapes that are of notable value for the:
attributes. LANDMAP evaluates landscape withiraiage ofnationally consistent, quality assured datesfetr Geological
Landscape, Landscape Habitats, Visual and Sensory, Historic Landscape and Cultural LaNtidsttiee appraisal of
landscape can rely on perceptions and maybe open to interpretation and preferences, LANDMAPs@@adsistent
baseline for analysis and professional judgetrigas been applied in decision making.

The NRW mapping identified areas raftural beauty within and beyond the existinglwydianRange and Dee Valley
National LandscapeThose areas that, in combination with the existiMgtional Landscapeould create a continuous
and extensive tract of land were considered for inclusion within tie& AFactors such as development effects on
landscape quality and integrity, dislocation and distance from the core area of studidtiwnal Landscapeverealso
considered.This resulted in some areas witbtable natural beautyhat could not be incorporated into the core area as
a single, continuous tract of landndtherefore, werenecessarily excludedis a result of thiprocess, thenitial AoSwas
refined downto the extentasillustrated inFigure 1(see page).

To meet the requirements of a National Park, an initial analysis of outdoor recreation and attrastisrslsocarried

out. Thisdemonstratedthat opportunities for open air recreation, associated with the landscapes, natural and built
heritage, is well represented.The AoSReport concluded that #@ractions in the southern portion are slightly more
dispersed, due to the extensiveness of the Berwyn uplands and their remoteHesgever significant opportunities for
outdoor recreationwere identified as bingpresent across the entirecs

PURPOSE OFHISREPORT

Following on from the identification of the initi&loS,this report sets out the findings @more detailed evaluation of
factors relating tathe natural beauty and the opportunitiesfor the enjoyment ofopentair recreation The outcome of
thisis theidentification and recommendations formoposedCandidate Area to be taken forward for potentitional

4 Cragyatak Corsulting(March 2024. Identification of the special qualities of the area of search for a potential new National Park in North East Wales
5 LandUseConsultants(April 2024). Forces for Change for North East Wales National Park Area of Search
6 Natural Resource Wale@arch2022). Statutory landscape designation: procedural guidance
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3.12

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

Parkdesignation. The purpose of this Evaluation Report therefore isptovide NRWwith a Candidate Area to be
consulted on in Autumn 2022nd the subsequent progression onto the Assessment of the Desirability of Designation and
the finalisation of theDetailed Boundary Identification stages.

As detailed in Chaptet, the AoShas been subdivided int82 Evaluation Aresa(EAsYhat form the spatial framework for
this evaluation phase Each B is assessedigainst thenatural beauty crite@a Ay | OO2 NRI yOS 6A (K
guidancé, along with an assessmeas to whether it affords sufficient opportunities for outdoor recreation

In addition tocontaining maps, and a list of, and links to, the evidence ubésireport seeks to validate and expand on

the results of the initialAoS evaluation by identifying any landscape features (e.g. visible archaeological features,
distinctive land use patterns and land cover etc.) which notably contribute to, or detract from, the experiamate @i
beauty. The detailed field work thalhasunderpnhned this report identifies and considers any issues which will require
further, more detailed switiny when defining a detailed boundarincluding transitions in landscape and scenic quality,
degree of fragmentation, and the degree of impact of any detracting features or settlements on perceptitatsira
beauty.

In relation to the key legislative questions therefore, this report addresses the following:

A Does the landscape of the study area have sufficient natural beauty?

A Does landscape of the study area offer sufficient opportunities for egienecreation when considering a proposal
for a National Park?

A Where should the detailegroposedboundary of a proposed National Park be drawn?

STRUGJRE OF REPORT

Following on from thigntroductory chapter, lhe remainder of thigeport is structured as follows:
Chapter4 - Approach to evaluatingatural beautyand open-air recreation

Chapter5 - Study areand Evaluation Areas;

Chapter6 - Methodology;

Chapter7 - Evaluation ohaturalbeautyand gen-air recreation; and

Chapter8 - Detailed boundary refinement

> >y > > > D>

Chapter - Conclusion.

REPORT FIGURES

This report is supported by the following figures:
A Figure 1- Initial Area of Seargh

A Figure 2 RevisedArea of Search;

A Figure3 - Evaluation Areas;

A Figurest-35- Evaluation Areas-32 (natural, cultural and recreationahappingattached as separat@3 figures); and
A Figure36 - ProposedCandidate Area.

INITIALAREA OF SEARCH

The initial AoSas identified by NRWas a total area of,365.7km?. The extent of thisn relation to theClwydian Range
and Dee Valleational Landscapis illustrated in the following figure.

7 Natural Resource Wale@arch2022). Statutory landscape designation: procedural guidance
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Figurel: Initial Area of Search
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APPROACH TO EVALUATING NATURAL BEAIDTUPEMIR RECREATIO

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

As important context to the findings and associated recommendations of this reporiCihjster sets out an overview
of the key pointsrelating to the approach to a@luating natural beauty and opeair recreation,as stated inb w2 Qa
proceduralguidancé.

NATIONAL PARKS

National Parks are areas legally recognised for their natural beauty and the opportunities they provide for the enjoymen
of the special qualities of an area through outdoor recreatiddational Parks antllational Landscapeare Category V
Protected Areas forming part of an internationally recognised system of protected areas as defined by the IUCN Worl
| 2Yy&aSNBIFGA2Y | YA2Y WDAdZARSE Ay Sa F2N I ldlWaks, MaondlIRaeks & G S
National Landscapehave the highest leVef landscape conservation and protectioRlanning Policy Wales recognises
that National Parks anNational Landscapeare of equal status in terms of landscape and scenic beauty and must both

be afforded the highest status of protection from inappropriate developments (6.3.8 Planning Policy Wales).

The following National Park purposes are set out in Section 5(1) National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act (19¢
A conserving and enhancing its natural beauty, wildlife and cultural her;taug:
A promoting the understanding and enjoyment of its special qualities by the public.

WHAT IS NATURAL BEAUTY?

Watural beautfls a widely used term to refer to landscapes of high quality and scenic value and is used across a range
UK legislation.The term itself is undefined in law but for the purposes of National ParksNational Landscapeit is
considered to include the conservation and enhancement of natural bedwggally, it includes the conservation of its
WFE 2Nl = Fldzyl 2 FyR 3S2t23A0Ft yR LIK&aA23INI LIKAOFT TSI
Section 92(2) CROW A000, forNational Landscage When NRW is considering the natural beauty of an area for
potential National Park designation, account may be taken of its wildlife and cultural heritage (Section 5(2A(a)) NPA
1949).

It has been confirmed in legislation that land can be considered toHaturak & 0 S laslzil vestldzbf @Quman
intervention. Therefore, the landse practice of agriculture, woodland or parkland, or where physiographical features
are partly as a result of human intervention in the landscape, does not mean it should be excluded from congidsratio
part of natural beauty (Section 99 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC).

Natural beauty can be seen as a subjective characteristic of a landscape and ultitik@elther statutory designations,
it involves some aspect of value judgmefit.considering whether an area has natural beatgrefore, NRW must make
a judgment as to whether people are likely to perceive a landscape as having sufficient natural asauny of the two
technical factors (together with recreation for National Parks) underpinning the designation process. The main factors
relating tonatural beauty are:

A Landscape quality;

Scenic quality;

Relative wildness;

Relative tranquillity;

Natural heritage features;

Cultural heritage; and

Other factors may be relevant in some circumstances.

> > > > > D>

8 Natural Resource Wale@larch2022). Statutory landscape designation: procedugaldance
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4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.11

WHAT ISOPENAIRRECREATIGON

There is no legal definition of what opportunities for opain recreation means in this context except that it:

A must be openrair and not organised games

must have regard for the land

provide a markedly superior recreational experienard

NRW can give regard to the position of the proposed designation in relation to centres of population.

> > >

CHARACTERISATION AND SPATIAL FRAMEWORK

In order to aid the practical evaluation of a broad area of land potentially suitable for designation and to make evaluation
a more manageable process, theSwassub-divided into units of an appropriate scal€his provides a spatial framework

of landscape units which are terméBlvaluation Aread® 0 ii Nn&2 &guidance The use of s is intended merely to

make the practical work of detailed evaluation of landscapes more managedblis. not intended to lead to the
designation or exclusion from dgsiation of any land merely because of the way in whiékHave been defined.

EAswere defined using landscape character assessmant spatial informationrecorded onthe national LANDMAP
resource Thisapproachis consistent withrelevant hndscapecharacterassessmenguidancé, asisb w2 Q& [ I Y Ra&
Character Areasasset out inthe National Landscape Character Area ProfileAs suchhe identification of EAprovide

a relatively objective and valdieee evidencebase for the next evaluation stage.

EachEAwasthen assessed against the technical natural beauy recreatiorcriteria(see Table 2 in Chapt®&ifor further
details) This is a complex and technical exercise requiring careful assessment and judgiisrstagevasinformed by

a wide range otlata andevidence andrerified by research in the field-or a potential designation area, it is necessary
to stand back and ask in relation to the area as a whole whether it meets the tests set out in statute for desighhison
applies toboth the technical criteria and the desirability of designation consideratibe latter to be undertaken as a
subsequent stage to thisvaluation.

APPLYING THE NATURAL BEAUTY CRITERIA

Ly FLIWLX &@AYy3 GKS yIlGdzNI € 0Sldzie ONARGSNAIFZ bw2 Q& 3IdzARI Y

A Natural beauty is not exhaustively defined in legislatititan be perceived as subjective characteristic of a landscape
and ultimately involves some measure of value grignt.

A The practical application of natural beauty criteria is identical for National ParkNatichal Landscayse Therefore,
the only technical difference in order to be designated a National,atkat an area must also meet the recreation
criterion.

A Land included does not need to be the same or similar character.

A For National Parks, there should be a concurrence of land which meets the natural beauty criterion and land whicl
meets the recreation criterion.

A Field by field evaluation is not appropriate.

A Decisions on whether to include land which does not meet the criterion depends on a number of factors (size,
location, margins).

ALy INBF FTNIIYSYGSR (2 &dOK Iy SEGSYG Al R2ADEDN YS
qualify.

A Areas of landscape that are partly a result of human intervention can still have natural beauty (Section 99 Natura
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006).

9 Countryside Agendjlanuar2002). Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland
10 Natural Resource Wale@014). National Landscape Character Areas
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boundary, but only where it sits within a wider sweep of qualifying ¥and

The effects of settlements and other major developments are assessed on their individual merits by considering thei
particular character and qualities and their relationship to the adjoining landsdapsome cases, a settlement may

be considered an incongruous feature, whereas other settlements have cultural heritage qualities relating to natural
beauty. This is true regardless of size.

The effects of incongruoudsaturesare assessed for the extent to which they detract from the natural beauty of an
area. It is relevant to take into account whether a feature is temporary or transidhis a matter of judgment
whether an incongruous feature has such an adverse effect that the affected land fails to meet the natural beauty
criterion or whether it can be includedThe cumulative impact of such features and the degree to which qualifying
parts of the potential designation are fragmentathy be relevant to the assessment.

AnEAthat meets the natural beauty criterion either on its own or as part of a wider tract of qualifying land can then
be considered apart of a Candidate AreaEAsthat do not meet the criterion, or only partially meet the criterion,
are not taken forward apart of aCandidate Area.

EVALUATION OF ORENR RECREATION

In evaluatingthe provision of operair recreation within each EA, the following points are taken into account:

A

Opportunities for operair recreation are not limited to the present provision: consideration can be given to the
potential of an area to offer recreational opportunities in the futut®nsideration is given to the quantity of open

air recreation offetbecausethe quality of that experience should be greater than that normally found in the wider
countryside.

Recreational opportunities to be taken into account should be consistent with the conservation and enhancement of
GKS T NBIFWwa yI (dzNI € 0 S| dzii & Ivell g theRenduilit of anydrea Quiet Guoddblr f K
recreation is therefore likely to be the most weighty consideration under this criterion.

The evidence base to make judgments about opportunities for eggerecreation includes consideration of the type,
quality, and quantity of opportunities available in the proposed area.

¢KS SEGSYylG (G2 6KAOK AlG A& LRa&aA0ES (G2 LINRBY2GS 2 L2 N
qualities, may be taken into consideratioMssessment is also required of future potential opportunities that may
become available, where these have a realistic prospect of coming to fruition.

As with natural beauty, it is not necessary for all factors or indicators to be present across a designation, as differer
parts can satisfy the recreational criterion for different reasofserall, there should be a weight of evidence that

an area of countryside has,ds capable of providingufficientopportunities for openrair recreationto the extent

that it provides a markedly superior recreational experien€Gamparisons should not be made to other designated
areas or adjacent areas but should instead be considered against ordinary countryside.

Particular attention should be paid to public access to the land, but it is unreasonable as a matter of principle to
expect all land to be accessibM/here there is no access, land may still be visually appreciated and enjoyed by those
engaged in opesair recreation elsewhere in the National Patki Kl & 0SSy SadlroftAakKSR i
2SN Iy NBF 2F flFyR S@Sy 6KSy (GKSNB Aa y2 Lzt Ao
When considering opportunities afforded for opair recreation, account may be taken of the extent to which it is
Ll2aaArofsS G2 LINBY2(0GS 2LILIRNIdzyAdASa F2NJ GKS dzy RSNR G Y
(Section (2A)(b) NPAC 1949

11 The Planning Inspectoratdlovember2008). South Downénspectors Report to the First Secretary of State and the Secretary of State for Transport
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REVISED AREA OF SEARUMHEVALUATION AREAS
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5.6

57

5.8

REVISED AREA OF SEARCH

As noted in Chapte2, the outcome ob w2 Qa | 23 wasatiidéhtNidation of an initialAoSillustrated inFigure 1

(see pag®) that in practice, fornred an indicativestudy area for this detailed evaluation stagine boundary of theénitial

AoS considered the findings of the initial desk and field studies, upon which, a professional judgment was made o
whether an area merited further detailed evaluation.

As a result of public consultation undertaken in 2023, the initial AoS boundarmapped in the AoS Repovias
extended to includehe following

A All of EA20(Mynydd Mynyllodand theUpperDee Valley,
A Anorthern extension toEA14 Hope Mountain);
A Aneasternextensionto EA18Rhos Slop@so includepart ofthe Clywedog Valleyand

A Aneasternextension toEA5 Caerwys Lowland$o includethe Bryn Gwyn HaRegistered Park and Garden

To emphasis the indicative nature of thdnitial AoS boundarythe detailed field study undertaken as part of this
evaluationphasealsoinvolved consideration of the adjacent local landscape. a result, two additional proposed AoS
extensionsvere identified

A A southerly extensioto EA16 PwlkGHs) to includelandscape with a very similar character and quality; and

A An eastern tcEA32 $evern Farmlands Soiith include a small part of theighly scenideifod Valley

On undertaking a subsequent site visit with NRW to these landscapes, it was Hmaetw extension to EA16 should be
incorporated into the detailed evaluationHowever,the eastern wooded slopes of the Meifod vall@A32)were not
included as whist high scenic quality is evident, adjacent sections of the valley didn't meet the same high landscape
quality. The study area was therefore brought back to follow the A495.

The revised AoS boundattyat incorporatestheseadditions is illustrated ifrigure 2(see pagel2). With an increasef
74.1 kntfrom the initial AoSthe total area of the Revised AoSlig39.8 km?. In mapping the revisedoS boundary, a
precautionary approactwas adopted to ensure that all landscapes with some realistic potentialNfational Park
designatiorwere considered as part of the detailed evaluation

EVALUATION AREAS

As illustrated irFigure 3(see page 3), the revised Ao8as been subdivided inta2EAghat form the spatial framework
for the evaluation of factors relating to the purposes of a National Park.

The identification of the EAs is primarily based on the LANDMAP Visual and Sensory aspect layer and the associated ¢
3 typology e.g. Hills, Lower Plateau & Scarp Slopgessuch, nearly all EA boundaries within the AoS follow the exact
Visual and Sensory aspect layer boundariéBis ensures constituency of approach within the entire AoS and will allow
for a robust interrogation of the underlying LANDMAP data as part of the desk study ghasest instanceowever,

the EAs are formed of severamect areas.

In addition to the LANDMAP data, the identification of EAs has considered the indicative boundaries of the Nationa
Character Areas, and at a local level, the mapping of local landscape character areas from a range of published landsc:
character assessmés.

12 NaturalResource Walelune 203). Area of Search for a potential National Park in Ndttst Wales
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5.9 Asfar as possible, the EA mapping has also considered broad patterns of aspect areaVadéwedeasible, the mapping
of the EAs reflect the boundary of tidational Landscapalthough where this splits an aspect area, subdivisions have
been made where a relatively extensive areaofi-National Landscapexists.

5.10 The32EAs within the study are@nd theassociatedcoverage of theClwydian Range and Dee ValMgtional Landscape
(ND arelisted inTable 1 The EAs which are wholly or mostly with tdational Landscapare highlighted irbold.

Table 1: Evaluation Areas

National Landscapeoverage

EAl1 | Talacre and Gronant Dunes All of EA outside dhe NL

EA2 | PrestatynDyserth Scarp and All of EA within theNL, apart from 1 km eastern buffer
Trelawnyd Plateau

EA3 | Vale of Clwd North at St Aaph | All of EA outside of thBlL

EA4 | Clvydian Range North All of EA within theNL

EA5 | Caerwys Lowlands All of EA outside of thBIL, apart froma small areadjacentto EA4

EA6 | Hakyn Mountain All of EA outside of thBIlL

EA7 | Vale of Clwyd DenbigRuthin All of EA outside of thiIL, apart from eastern fringadjacent to EA8

EA8 | Clwydian Range Central All of EA within theNL

EA9 | Wheeler Valley All of EA within of thé&lL, apart from a small area adjacent to&A

EA10 | Mold Lowlands All of EA outside of thBIL, apart fromwesternfringe adjacent to EA8

EA11 | Enrys Uplands All of EA within théNL

EA12 | AlynValley All of EA within théNL

EAB | Eryrys Slopes All of EA outside of thlL

EAY | Hope Mountain All of EA outside of thiL

EADB | Clwydian Range South All of EA within théNL

EAB | PwitGls All of EA outside of thAlL

EAT | Llartysilio to Ruaton Mountain All of EA within théNL, apart from 1 km western buffer

EAB | Rhos Slopes All of EA within théNL, apart from 1 km eastern buffer

EAL9 | Dee Valleyand Llangollen All of EA within theNL, apart from 1 km east and west buffers

EAD | Mynydd Mynyllod and the Upper | All of EA outside of thBIL
Dee Valley

EAZ | Bewyn Mountains North All of EA outside of thiIL, apart from northern areadjacent to EA19

EA2 | Berwyn Foothills North Northen half adjacent to EA19 withiL

EAZB | Cariog Valley All of EA outside of thBIL, apart from eastern end

EA2 | Berwyn Foothills South All of EA outside of thislL

EAZ% | Berwyn Mountains South All of EA outside of the NL

EAZ | Tanat Valley All of EA outside of the NL

EA27 | Llyn Efyrnwy All of EA outside of the NL

EA28 | Hirnant and Rhialgwn All of EA outside of the NL

EA29 | Vyrnwy and Banwy Valley and H All of EA outside of the NL

EA30 | Severn Farmlands North All of EAoutside of the NL

EA31 | Dyfnant Forest All of EA outside of the NL

EA32 | Severn Farmlands South All of EA outside of the NL
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Figure2: Revised Area of Search
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Figure3: Evaluation Areas
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Figure 3 - Evaluation Areas
with National Landscape
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METHODOLOGY

NATURAL BEAUEYALUATIORRITERIA

6.1 The methodology for determining whether any parts of the study area merit inclusion withioposedNational Park
Candidate Area is underpinned byw 2 @r@cedural guidancé. As noted in Chapter 2, trguidanceidentifiesthe main
factors relating to natural beauty are:

A Landscape quality;
Scenic quality;
Relative wildness;

Relative tranquillity;

> > > >

Natural heritage features; and

A Cultural heritage.

6.2 In settingout a frameworkfor the evaluation of these simatural beauty factorsTable4 of the guidancesets outthe
following factors, subfactors and associated indicators:

Table 22NRW suggestedaictors and indicatordor the evaluationnatural beauty
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13 Natural Resource Wale@arch2022). Statutory landscape designation: procedural guidance
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6.3 In order to provide a evaluation framework that directlyelates to thesixmain factorsof natural beauty(aslisted in
para.6.1), the project team, with agreement from NR\Wave amalgamated some of the above factors togetfiable 3
explains how these factors have been merged

Table3: Amalgamation ofNRW factorsnto the evaluation framework
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6.4 Based orthe factors drawn from th€ountryside Council for Wal¢8CW statement on naturabeauty** and thefactors
and indicators for operair recreationas stated irtable 5 ofb w2 grd@cedural guidandg, Table4 sets out how theNRW
evaluation factorshave beenfurther refined through the identification of seven evaluation criteriajth associated
factorsand indicators. Together these provide a practical framework for the detailed technical work of assembling an
evidence base for making judgments about natural beaungthe provision and enjoyment of opesir recreation The
factors and indicators listed are the main relevanis but the list is not exhaustive and other factors may also apply in
exceptional circumstancesMoreover, rot all factors will ke relevant in every case, and some may be absent in many
cases.

Table4: Evaluaton framework

Criteria Factors considered Example indicators
NATURAL BEAUTRITERIA
A The current physical state or A Characteristic natural and mamade elements are
condition of the landscape and its well represented throughout.
features. A Landscape elements are in good condition.
Landscape A Intactnesdintegrity of the landscape | A |ncongruous elements are not present to a significe
uality PE A The influence of incongruous degree, are not visually intrusive, have only localis¢
q features, elements or land use on th influence or are temporary in nature.
perceivednaturalbeauty of the area. | A Agood qualityandtypical example of a landscape
A Variation in quality. type.
A Rarity and typicality. A Agood qualityand rareexample of a landscape type
A The extent to which the landscape | A Landscape character lends a clear and recognisab
appeals to the senses (primarily, but sense of place.
not only, visual) A Landform shows a strong sense of scale or contras
A The degree of dlverzlty Ofl landform, | A" There are striking landform types or coastal
, vegetation cover and settlement. ; -
Scenic ] 9 . ' configurations.
quality A Does the landscape, or part of it, forl A | .and cover and vegetation types form an appealing
an iconic or landmark feature? pattern or composition in relation to each other
A Does the juxtaposition and contrast and/or to landform which may be appreciated from
of this landscape with adjacent either a vantage point or as one travels through a
landscapes contribute to wider scen landscape.
composition?

14 CountrysideCouncilfor Wales(2006). A Statement on Natural Beauty
15 Natural Resource Wale®arch2022). Statutory landscape designation: procedural guidance
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Criteria |Factors considered ‘ Example indicators

A Consideration of the setting the A Strong aesthetic qualities, reflecting factors such as
landscape may provide to key scale and form, degree of openness or enclosure,
archaeological/historic features or colours and textures, simplicity or diversity, and
settlements within theEvaluation ephemeral or seasonal interest.

Area Memorable or unusual views and egatching

A The integrity of the landscape in features or landmarks.
terms of its composition, for example Characteristic cognitive arsknsory stimuli (e.g.
is it fragmented by built sounds, quality of light, characteristic smells,
infrastructure in places? characteristics of the weather).

A Consideration of experiential qualitie 4 visible presence of geological features in the
aesthetic qualities (such as colour,
texture, contrast, change).

A The quality of views, including
consideration of whether there are
focal points, revelatory or panoramic
views to and from the landscape or
whether views are more contained
and intimate.

A The degree to which relatively wild Relatively few roads or other transport routes.
character can be perceived in the Distant from or perceived as distant from significan
landscape and makes a particular habitation.
contribution to sense of place. . . .

i | lack of h ; Extensive areas of sematural vegetation.

A Arelativ man influence. . . .

] elative lack of huma uence Uninterrupted tracts of land with few built features

Relative | A Asense of openness and exposure. and few overt industrial or urban influences.

A A sense of the passing of time and a character.

return to nature. Sense of enclosure provided by (e.g.) woodland or
landform that offers a feeling of isolation.
Absence or apparent absence of active human
intervention.

A The degree to which relative Presence and/or perceptions of natural landscape,
tranquillity can be perceived in the birdsong, peace and quiet, natusaloking woodland,
landscape. stars at night, stream, sea, natural sounds and sim

Relative | A Contributors to tranquillity. influences.

tranquillity | i petractors from tranquillity. Presence and/or perceptior)s of traffic noise, large
numbers of people, industrial or urban developmen
overhead light pollution, low flying aircraft, power
lines and similar influences.

A The influence of natural heritage on Visible expression of geology in vernacular
the perception of thenatural beauty architecture contributing to a distinctive sense of
of the area. Natural heritage include place or other aspects ofatural beauty.
wildlife, habitats, flora, fauna, Presence of visually striking or memorable geo
geological and physiographical morphological features that make a particular

Natural features. contribution tonaturalbeauty.
interest | A The coverage of international Presence of wildlife and/or habitats that make a
nationaland regionatlesignations. particular contribution tonatural beauty.

A Judgements on perceptual qualities Presence of individual species that contribute to
suchthe relative modification of the - sense of place, relative wildness or tranquillity.
landscape and the degree of seclusi
or remoteness experienced.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport
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Criteria

Cultural
interest

|Factors considered

A

The influence of cultural heritage on
the perception ofnatural beauty of
the area and the degree to which
associations with particular traditions
people, artists, writers or events in
history contribute to such perception

The presence of and nationahd
regionaldesignationsand other
recorded nondesignated features.

Contribution of the built
environment, archaeology and
designed landscapes.

Historic influence on the landscape
and associated timeepth
appearance.

Characteristic land management
practices.

Associations with written
descriptions.

Associations with artistic
representations.

Assaociations of the landscape with

Y. Naduagepeople places or
events.

‘ Example indicators

A Presence of settlements, buildings or other structur

that make a particular contribution to perceptions o
natural beauty.

Presence of visible archaeological remains, parklar
or designed landscapes that provide striking featurt
in the landscape contributing to perceptions of
natural beauty.

Visible presence of historic landscape types or
specific landscape elements or features that provid
evidence of time depth or historic influence on the
landscape.

Perceptions of a harmonious balance between
natural and cultural elements in the landscape that
stretch back over time.

Existence of characteristic land management
practices, industries or crafts which contribute to
natural beauty.

Availability of descriptions of the landscape in
notable literature, topographical writings or
guidebooks, or significant literature inspired by the
natural beauty of a landscape.

Depiction of the landscape in art, other art forms
such as photography or film, through language or
folklore, or in inspiring related music contributing to
perceptions ofhatural beauty.

Evidence that the landscape has associations with
notable people or events, cultural traditions or belie
which contribute to perceptions ofatural beauty.

RECREATIGDRITERIA

Recreation

A
A

> >

Access to high qualitandscapes.

Natural or cultural heritage features
or cultural associations.

Recreation provision.
Accessibility.
Potential for enhancement

Good access (physically and / or visually) to areas
offer an experience of high landscape quality and/c
scenic quality and/or relative tranquillity and
wildness.

Presence of natural features, recognised or valued
landmarks or other features of interest which enrict
the experience of the landscape or contribute to

understanding of special qualities or sense of place

Presence of extensive network of rights of way or
extent of open access land over much of the area.

Opportunities to enjoy a range of different provisior,
for quiet recreational activity.

Transport links, including sustainable options, to
centres of population.

Provision of recreation opportunities suitable for a
wide range of people and levels of ability.

Possible plans to improve provision for access to o
quiet enjoyment of the landscape, so as to provide
opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment
2F GKS | NBFwa &aLISOALFE |
improved management of existing provision.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport

Page |18



6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

DESKSTUDY

As part of the desk study phase, a wide range of background reading and rehaarbkerundertaken to help inform
the evaluationphase As an overview, the main sources of information considered are as follows:

bwz Qa ! 2{ wSL} NI

The Area of Search (AoS) Repfaand the associated reports on special qualitiend forces for chandg@provided an
excellent starting point to understand the key reasons for potential designation. In conclusion, the AoS Report states:

oOur starting point has bee@lwydianRange and Dee Valley AONBollowing our analysis of Natural Beauty using
LANDMAP and GIS mapping across the north east Wales region, we identified a number of additional areas outside c
the existing AONBWe found that some areas have a strong geographical and visual relationship with the AONB,
and/or share similar landscape characteristioddding these areas to the AONB started to help define a potential
extensive tract of land, with a north east Wales sensdeitity, cohesion and uni¥/We have reviewed the existing
outdoor activities and attractions within the Area of Seardihis shows that opportunities for open air recreation
associated with the landscapes, natural and built heritage of the area is well represented within the existing AONB and
the wider Area of Search. Attractions in the southern portion of the area igiethglmore dispersed, due to the
extensiveness of the Berwyn uplands and remoten@ggortunities for outdoor activities are howevgresents

LANDMAP data

As noted inChapter4, the identification of the EAs is primarily based on the LANDMAP Visual and Sensory aspect laye
and the associated level 3 typolagyo maintain coristency with this, the desk study phase considered a numbkepf
LANDMAP Visual and Sensatiributes! that are particularly relevanto the sx natural beautyevaluation criteria. As
recordedin the subsequent EA assessments (see Chaptiese are:

A Summarydescription A Scenic quality

A Integrity and quality A Sense of place

/'\ Rarity A Distinctiveness

6 Condition A Perceptual and othesensoryqualities
A Trend A Nighttime light pollution

LandscapeCharacterAssessments

Althoughthere is no consigent coverage ofandscape character assessments within the ,Ab& followingassessments
have beerparticularlyuseful inprovidingsupplementary evidence® most of the EA assessments

A Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

A Powys Landscape Character Assessfent

Designatednatural, cultural and recreational features

In addition toLANDMAP antandscape characteinformation, the evaluationof natural beauty and recreation also
considershe number andextent ofdesignatedhatural, cultural andrecreational assetsand the degree to which these
contribute to the experience afiatural beauty. As mapped irHgures4-35, the main data sets considered disted in
Table Soelow:

16 NaturalResource Walelune 203). Area of Search for a potential National Park in Ndttst Wales

17 cragyatak ConsultingMarch 2024. Identification of the special qualities of the area of search for a potential new National Park in North East Wales
18 LandUseConsultants(April 2024). Forces for Change for North East Wales National Park Area of Search

19 Natural Resource Wale@arch2024). LANDMAP methodology: survey questions definitions

20 Denbighshire County Coung¢March2024). Supplementary Planning Guidance No@wydian Range and Dee Valle®NB

21 | and Use Consultanfslarch2022). Local Landscape Character Assessment for the Powys Local Development Plan Area
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6.10

6.11

6.12

6.13

6.14

6.15

Table5: Mappeddesignated data sets

T Ramsa@ |1 Registered Landscapes of Histo % Ea:!ona: I:ral:s Network Rout
' Special Areas of Conservation Outstanding and Special Interes ational Lycle Network Routes
(SCAs) (RLHOSIs) 1 Regionally importantrails
| Special Protection AredSPAs) , I Public Rights of Way
Registered Parks and Gardens
1 Sites of Special Scientific Interes 1 (RSGS) 71 OpenAccessand
(SSSils) 1 Country Parks
1 National Nature ReservébINRs) | T Scheduled Monuments 1 Forest Recreation Areas
1 Ancient Woodland (including T Listed Buildings
plantationg 1 Conservation Areas
1 Regionally Important Geological
Sites (RIGp

Historic Environment Record

In addition to the contribution of designated cultural assets, the evaluation also considemseidleh of information
contained within theHistoric Environment Recor@HER). Althoughit is not practical to list every record, summary
interrogation has been undertaken for each EA.

Recreationaliterature

As well as the recreational data listed in Tabl¢h®, evaluation has considered a wide range of publistemteational
literature, such agpromoted walks and trails.

FIELD SURY

The detailed field survey took place ovd&days duringlune 2024andwas undertaken by tweeniorChartered Members

of the Landscape Institute, with significant experience in workingdesignated landscapes, undertaking landscape
RSaA3aylFdA2ya &aidRASE YR I 6SIFfGiK 27F NBONS IOh degeyaldhys, Sy ¢
a thirdteam member was also involved.

The field work coveredssuesdentified through the desk studgvaluationand focused on collecting the key information

on perceptual and scenic qualitieand how all the factors ofatural beauty work together in combination in any
particular place. The field survey also identified the key landscape features and attributes that contribute to the
experience ohatural beauty, and conversely, the landscape elements, land uses and land cover that detradt fitbom
also considered spatial variationsnatural beauty, the provisionand enjoyment of operair recreation,and any issues
relating to potential boundary refinemenhat wasundertakenas a separate exerciskiring September 2024.

EVALUATION REPORTING AND RATINGS

Following the completion of the field survey, a detailed written analysis for each EA was undertaken (see Clasoter 7)
for each of the seven evaluation criteria, an evaluation ratiag beeridentified. In addition tothe LANDM\Pevaluation
scores(whererelevant), the ratings alsconsiderthe findings of the field survey areksociated analysisthe ratings are
based ora five-point scale of high, higlmedium medium, mediurdow and low.

The criteria used for making judgements against thmht scale is based on the principles of landscape evaluation, as
described in Chapter 5 of the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Asséssiseatyuide, aRA criteriorwhich
scores anediumhigh value is generally considered to petentially worthy of a National Park designation although i

22 Landscape Institute and the Institute &nvironmental Management and Assessment (2013), The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment, version 3.
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most instances where an EA is recommended for inclusion withiptheosedCandidate Area, it should be noted that

in line with NRW procedural guidance, not all criteria are required to duigtdy. As a general rule, areas of landscape
whose character is judged to be intact and in good condition, and where scenic quality, wildness and tranquillity, anc
natural and/or cultural heritage features make a particular contribution to the landscape, ahg tikbe highly valued.
Ultimately, recommendations for proposed Candidate inclusion are based on a professional judgmeontidérshe

spatial distributionof factors relating to natural beauty and recreation, and how each of the evaluation criteria combine
to underpin the appreciation of natural beautyWithin this context,Table Gidentifiesthe parameterghat have guided

the professional judgment of assessment criterion

Table 6:0verviewof evaluation ratingdefinitions

Low igh
The physical state of the landscape and its The physical state of tHandscape and its
features are generally in poor condition, with n{ features are generally in very good condition,

Landscape | or little variation in quality. The landscape offer with no or little variation in quality. The
quality no or very little contribution to the appreciation| landscapeguality makes an important
of natural beauty. contribution to the appreciation ofatural
beauty.
The landscape offers no or very little positive | The landscape very noticeably appeals to the
appeal to the senses, nor contribution to the senses and contributes to the wider scenic
Scenic wider scenic composition. It contains no iconic| composition. It contains iconic landscape
quality landscape features, is highly fragmented by bu features, is highly intact and offers a very good
development and land use change and offers 1 diversity and quality of visual experience.
or very little visial diversity and quality.
No or very little wild character can be perceive( A relatively high degree of wild character can
Relative in the landscape. perceived in the landscape that makes a
wildness important contribution to the appreciation of
natural beauty.
No or very little tranquillity can be perceived in| A relatively high degree of tranquillity can be
Relative the landscape. perceived in the landscape that makes a
tranquillity important contribution to the appreciation of
natural beauty.
No or very little coverage of A relatively large coverage of
Natural internationally/ationally important natural internationally/nationally important natural
. heritage featuresand othernatural interests. heritage features and other important interests
interest . L
that that make @& important contribution to the
appreciation of natural beauty.
No or very little coverage of nationally importar A relatively large coverage oétionally
Cultural cultural heritage featuresand other association{ important natural heritage features and other
. and interests. important interestdassociationghat make a
interest . o I
important contribution to the appreciation of
natural beauty.
The landscape offers mr very little provision of| The landscape providesvarygood range of
Recreation accessible opedair recreational provision, with | widespread and easily accessibfgen-air
no or very littleopportunity to enjoy the natural | opportunities to enjoy the ntral beauty of the
beauty of the landscape. landscape.

PROPOSEQCANDIDATE ARBOUNDARY REFINEMENT

6.16 Oncompletion of the evaluatiophase, theproposed Candidate Area boundary was then subject to a further phase of

detailedboundary refinement.A summary of this is set out in Chapter 8 of this report.
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EVALUATION OF NATURAL BEAUTY ANDAIRENECREATION

7.1 This chapter sets out the findings of the detailed evaluation for each oB2teAs as listed in Table (see pagell) and
mapped inFigure3 (see pagd3). In addition to an analysend associated evaluation rating for eachtod ssvenfactors
relating tonatural beautyand openair recreationas detailed in Tablé (see pagd6), the landscape context of each EA
is alsodescribed As a summary, an evaluation on the overall weight and spatial distribafitactors relating tanatural
beauty openair recreation evidence is then presented, and in conclusion, whether or not the(dApart of) is
recommendedor inclusion within goroposedCandidate Area for potential National Park designation.

EVALUATION AREA

EAlL: Talacre and Gronant Dunes

Landscape context

Located at thenorthernmostpart of the AoSall of the Talacre and Gronant Dun&A is outside of th€lwydian
Range and DedalleyNational Landscapealthough to the soutiwest, the EA adjoins it. To the south, ERBgtatyn
- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Platgatwovides a distinctiveural backdropbut with the coastal resort of Prestaty
located alongside the western boundary, along with the A548 passing through the southermpattof the EA
exhibits a relatively settled and busy context.

The EA is largely formed by an amalgamation oihBs &Dune Sack Estuary, Lowland Wetland and HFat Open

Lowland Farmlandvisual and sensory LANDMAP units. There are also small Intertidal and Urban areas. Coll
these units form an easwestorientated coastal landscape, with the western part located within Denbighshire,
the eastern part within Flintshire.

To the north of the EAg coastal beach comprises mostly of a single ridge of sand dunes backed by open gre
with fine views of shingle beach and se¥.the Point of Ayrsand dunes and saltmarsik adjacento the Dee Estuary
with marram grass backed by moribund dunes with establishing scrub including willesaltmarsh is completel
flat and open with exposed views of the estuarjo the souttof the EA an area oflat openfarmland brms part of
a widercoastalplaindrained by ditcheswith occasional areas of wetland

Criteria Analysis

With regard to factors relating to landscape quality, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A The Dunes & Dune Slack, Estuary and Wetland SnisK A 6 A § | WKAIKQ Ay
FElLG 2Ly 26t yR FIENNEIYR dzyAla aasSaas
A ¢KS NINARGE 2F GKS 9addzZ NB dzyAld A& O2yaiAR:e
and qualities that are unique, exceptionally uncommon, or are the best example. The W
YR 5dzySa 3 5dzyS {fl 0] dz¥kRIANI NNBezasddaxs
CFNXYflFYR dzyAGla FaaSaasSR a WY2RSNI GSQo
Landscape |A ¢ KS O2yRAUGAZ2Y 2F Ftf dzyAda Aa aaSaaSR |
quality A ¢KS GNBYR 2F tIFyRaOFLIS O2yRAGAZY F2NJ I ff
CFNXYtlFYR dzyAGla 6KAOK | NB wOz2yallyiQo
Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract fromlémelscape quality of the EA are:
A Although the largely intact composition of sand dune and wetland habitats exhibit a
fFryRAOILS ljdad tAGes GKS WwWi24Q |yR WY2RSNI
farmland units results in noticeable juxtaposition that affects #ppreciation ofnatural beauty

A Within and adjacent to the areas of lowland farmland, the landscape is often fragmented &
influence of incongruous elements and land uses, such as a golf course, the busy A548 m
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EAL: Talacre and Gronant Dunes

and large caravan parks. Many of the hedgerows within the lowland farmland are also gap
in poor condition.

A Storms have caused the loss of frontal dunes at Barkby Beach wpeseeation bund runs along
the back edge of the saltmarsh and dunes.

A Leisure uses also are encroaching upon the dunes to the west and a car park at the Poin
detracts from the locality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the EA& Y | {i dzilasSessedanatiiiin®high.

In relation to factors of scenic quality, the LANDMAP data identtfigs

A ¢KS 5dzySa s 5dzyS {t1 01z 9aida N Iy
hlSy [26fF YR CFENXY{FIYR dzyAGa |aasSa R

A ¢KS 2S8S{iflFyR dzyAlGl A& laasSaaSR & KIFg@gAay3
FYR 9&iddzZ NB dzyAidla WKAIKQS FyR GKS 20

A ¢KS 5dzySa 9 5dzyS {ftI 01 9addzr NBE | yR 2
Cftlrd hLSy [26fFYR CIEN¥YflyR dzyAilia &dasSaa

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

A Across the northern part of the EA, the interplay of semiural dune and wetland habitats, an
extensive beach, sea and large skies underpins a highly scenic seascape composition.

A The colours and textures of sematural vegetation add visual interest, as well as contributing

Scenic a very strong sense of place.
quality A From the open beach and accessible dunes, there are panoramic views over the Irish Sea t
good visibility, extend to the distant outline of the Lake District National &adkhe Isle of Man

A Talacre lighthouse forms a very distinctive focal point from most parts of the open coastline

A The partially wooded slopes of thRrestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd PlateEelawnyd
Plateau(EA2) provide a distinctive and highly scevi@tional Landscapeackdrop to the EA

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc

appreciation of naturabeauty are:

A As with landscape quality, the appreciationsofneinland views and the associated scenic qua
are often diminished by a proliferation of intrusive built development and incongruous land
around the southern, western and eastern fringes of the EA.

A In places, offshore wind turbinedsodetract from the scenic qualityf the seascape

Overall, the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessetlasn-high.

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢KS 5dzySa 3 5dzyS {tF Ol 9&ddz NB |yR 2SS0t

A 1ff 20KSN) dzyAGa KI @GS wasSaudt SRQ Ay¥FfdzsSyoS

Relative . _ . . . .
wildness The following factors also contribute to a sense of relative wildness and the assoapgiestiation

of natural beauty:

A The extensive composition of sematural and natural coastal habitats contributes to a stro
sense of wildness across most northern parts of the EA, particularly to the east. This is
emphasised by the exposure to adverse winter weather conditions
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EAL: Talacre and Gronant Dunes

A With a relative lack of human influence, a sense of isolation can sometimes be experience
within the dunes and parts of the beach.
Inlandhowever, anysense of relative wildness within the agricultural landscape and the golf cou
very difficult to discern.
Overall the contribution of relative wildness to thEAQ & Y | (i dziKJassessedapattilin®high.
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Apart from the Wetland and Estuary units, most parts of the landscape are subject to nois
activity.
A As indicated by the NRW map of Dark Skies and Light Pollution, none of the EA experien
night skies.
Relative The findings of the field survey also identified the following:
tranquillity A Although parts of the beach and sand dunes can offer a sense of peace and quiet at time
nearby caravan parks and good access from Prestatyn, the beach can be very busy during
of good weather.
A Inland, noise from the busy A548 along with activity taking place in the nearby settlements, r
in very little, if any, sense of tranquillity.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to tHeAQ & v I (i dziJasbessedSasvdniedium.
As illustrated in Figure 4a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the follg
nationally/internationally important natual designations, some of which, overlap
A The Dee Estuary (Wales) Ramsar site, covering approx. 72% of the EA.
A The Dee Estuary / Aber Dyfrdwy SAC, covering approx. 56% of the EA.
A The Dee Estuary (Wales) SPA, covering approx. 72% of the EA.
A The Gronant Dunes and Talacre Warren SSSI, covering approx. 52% of the EA.
A The Dee Estuary / Aber Afon Dyfrdwy SSSI, covering approx. 1% of the EA
A An area of a Restored Ancient Woodland Site, covering approx. 0.5% of the EA.
Natural ¢KS FTSFHGdNBa FyR ljdzk t AGASE gKAOK YFE1S + aa
interest A With a suite of nationally and internationally important nature conservation designations (as
as a Nature Reserve) covering most of the EA, the variety and wealth of natural in
significantly contributes to a strong sense of being close to nature
A The composition of dune systems, marram grass, wetlands and native wildflowers n
contribute to a distinctive natural character and along the coast, the natural dynamics ¢
marine environment heighten the sense of naturalness.
A Species of note include Natterjack Toads that breed in shallow pools and a migrating Littl
colony that breed in the dunes. Interesting dune plants include marram grass, Sea Ho
Glasswort. The mudflats also attract many birds such as Oystberat
Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseghas
As illustrated in Figure 4b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following designated
Cultural features:
interest A Listed Buildingg Nant Hall Hotel and Point of Ayr Lighthouse (both listed Grade ).
With regard tothe Historic Environment Recorthe EA includes:
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EAL: Talacre and Gronant Dunes

A A wide range of sites, mostly relating to navigation/marine safety (lighthouse and asso
cottages, lifeboat station) or #0Century defences (pill boxes and gunnery range).

A A warren suggests medieval rabbit rearing within the sandy dunes, and there are some
industrial archaeology sites.

In relation to LANDMAPLevel 3 Historic Landscape Categqriftee EA includes marginal lar
(dunes/foreshore).

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:
A Historic features related to maritime safety (Lighthouse, lifeboat station, etc.)

A World War Il defensive structures, relating to the vulnerability of this stretch of coast/estua
enemy attack.

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto theEAQ & Y I (i dzilassesseddsvamiedium.

As illustrated in Figure 4c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A A section of the Wales Coast Path leads through the sand dunes.

A National Cycle Network Route 5 follows the southern bank of the Prestatyn Gutter and then
south towards Gronant anthe National Landscapeeyond.

A There areseveralsections of PRoW, two of which providieks to the beach from nearby
residential areas.

Further researctand the findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A There is very good access to and through the dunes, beach and local nature reserve, all o

Recreation ; . .
are located in close proximity to large centres of population.

A The easily accessible beach and dunes provide an excellent resource to enjoy the natural
of the scenic seascape, and the associated natural and cultural interests.

A There are several locally and nationally promoted walks along the coast.
A 1fGK2dAK 2dziaARS 2F (KS 9!3 (GKS h¥Fl Qa 5
A The farmed landscape to the south of the EA is largely inaccessible.

Overall, the recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of
landscape is assessedtagh.

Summary evaluatiorr overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

With a very large part of th&Acovered by nationally/internationally important nature conservation designatic
there is no doubt thahatural interest of the EA is outstanding. Related to this, the composition of extensive
natural and natural habitats underpins a very strong and distinctive sense of place, with a high landscape an
quality. The provisionf opentair recreation and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the coast is
excellent.

However, the landscape and scenic quality of the EAnasode isaffected by the much lower quality of the farmlar
and a golf course to the south. As part of this, a proliferation of intrusive built development and incongruou
uses around the southern, western and eastern fringes of the EA notably erode and detract from the experi
natural beauty especially when viewed from higher groutadthe south Furthermore,there isonly a very narrow
corridor oflesser qualityandscapewithin the EAthat could potentially connect the higher quality coas@andscape
to north with theNational Landscapt® the south Considering all of these factors, it is recommended that all o
should beexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area.
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Extensive sand dune habitats Easy access through the dunes

Floristic diversity
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Prestatyn in the backdrop to the golf course Coastbrotction at Barky Beach
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EVALUATION ARRA

EA2: Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Plateau

Landscape context

Located to the south of EATdlacre and Gronant Duneall of the Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp antirelawnyd Plateat
EA is within the Clwydian Range and Dee Valijonal Landscapepart from a 1 km swath of outer hillslopes th
form the eastern EA boundaryhe almost adjoining settlements of Prestatyn, MelidenlQdelyd and Dyserth lie
adjacent to the western boundary of the EA, and to the south, there is a marked transition to the uplands
(Clwydian Range North

The majority ofthe EA is formed by an amalgamationtdifiside & Scarp Slopes Grazargl Open Rolling Lowlan
visual and sensory LANDMAP units. There are also smaller atdasa€ Rolling Lowlandslosaic Lowland Valley
andHillside & Scar@lopes Mosaic units, along with some Dispersed Settlement and Villages.

To the north of the EAdistinctive limestone coastalhills are characterised byraditional farmlandcovered in a
mixture of open calcareouandimproved grasslargl Along the northern fringes,tsep scarp slopes with areas
scrubanddwarf woodland have astrong exposed coastal influencéo the westof the hills the scargswell wooded
with limestone rock outcropsTo the easof Trelawnyd gently rolling lowland farmlandasa strong pattern of smal
regular and irregular pastoral fields enclosed by thick hedges with .tr&esthenorth of Axton,a unique area of
scattered linear & angular patterned settlements on limestone commextsbitsa small scale traditionatharacter
To north of the limestone commonghe Afonry-Garth valleyhas a sheltere@state character.To the southwest of
the EAan extensive plateais characterised by a number of limestone features including stone buildings, stone
and limestone outcropsSome small scale conifer plantations also dominate the scene in plaoesoutheastof
the EA rolling farmlandis typified bylarge sized regulamixed fieldswith blocks of conifer woodland punctuatin

hilltops.
Criteria Analysis
With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A The larger areas of Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazing and Open Rolling Lowland units ¢
WY2RSNIY0SQ AyGSINRGE |yR ljdzr fAGeY gAGK Y
A The rarity of theHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic unit (Coastal Limestone Hills near Preste
O2yA&ARSNBR (2 0S8 wW2dziadlyRAYy3IQ a AlG AyO
exceptionally uncommon, or are the best example. The larger areas afi¢iflsScarp Slope
DN}YTAy3 FYR hLISYy w2ftAy3a [26f YR dzyAGa Si
Fa WKAIKQOD
A C2NJ GKS dzyAida (KIFIG KI @S 0SSy aaSaaSRx f
A The trend of landscape condition for the Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazing, Hillside & Scarj
az2al A0 dzyAdasz FyR Fy FNBF 2F (KS az2al iAo
Landscape dzyAtia 3asSaadR a woz2yaldlydQo
quality

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A The composition of mature broadleaved woodlands (some Ancient) and dense intact hedg
on the northern slopes exhibit a very strong and distinctive landscape pattern.

A The steep limestone escarpment to the west of the unit is well wooded and in association w
rocky outcrops, it forms an intact feature and robust edge tolational Landscape

A Areas of estate parkland to the norttest of the EA are generally intact and their wood
appearance has a notable influence on the quality of the local landscape.

A Sheltered valleysend to have a intact field pattern of small to medium sized pastures w
strong hedgerow boundaries

A Stone walls on the plateau are generally in reasonable condition.
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EA2: Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Plateau

A A strong pattern of mature trees arsinall woodlands (some Anciendllow the valley sideand
hill slopes although in placesnall scale conifer plantationdetract from the quality of the loca
landscape.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA a

A In some places, hedgerovese gappy and degradedy have beerreplacel with post and wire
fencing

A Particularly to the north and east, the suburban appearance of some scattered farmsteads ¢
from the rural character of their surrounding$he eplacement of traditional farm buildings wit
larger modern structuresan also appeannsympathetiowith their local setting.

A In comparison to the southern part of the Brts of thelandscape to the north and the hillslope
to its east tend to be of a lesser landscape quality.

A In the northwest of the EA, intrusive telecommunication masts have negative influence o
local landscape.

A The busy A5151 dissects the EA, resulting in some localised landscape fragmentation.

A The impact of Ash dieback also affects landscape quality in places.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to th® ! @a#ural beauty is assessed m&dium-high.

Scenic
quality

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A TLIINBEAYIFGSte KEEF 2F GKS 9! dzyAida o6FyR
NBYFAYyAy3d KIFIEF aasSaaSR a WY2ZRSNIGSQo

A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosainit (Coastal Limestone Hills near Prestatyn) exhibits
w2dziadlt yRAYIQ Rhklnjer siéas of BiBideSeastatp Stoped Grazing and
Rolling Lowland units 8 8 S48 a4 SR a4 WKAIKQd ! £t 20§KSNJ dz
from a small areaf MosaicRolling Lowlang S NJ 12 GKS O2Fad 6KAO

A The Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosainit (Coastal Limestone Hills near Prestatyn exhibits
YadziadlryRAY3IQ aOSyAO ljdzt t AGeY gAGK FEf 2
an area oMosaic Rolling Lowland KA OK A& | aaSaasSR a Wt2460Q

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A Along the western edge, thenclosing limestone escarpmentith its associated senrmatural
woodlands and rocky outcrops form highly distinctive landscape featfline.woodedslopes and
limestone outcropof Graig Fawthat rise steeplyabove the village of Melideare particularly
dramatic and offer scenic views of thorth Welshcoast.

A Particularly when viewed from the north, the partially wooded northern hillslopes form a h
scenic backdrop t&Al Talacre and Gronant Duneand the nearby town of Prestatyn. In place
there are long views over the Irish Sea.

A With limestone features including stone buildings, stone walls and rocky outcrops, the exte
plateau exhibits a strong sense of place. The traditional villagélariasa is pécularly
picturesque.

A With its ceremonial cairn (the largest in Walgthle partially forested slopes of Gop Hill forms
prominent landmark above the village of Trelawln From the cairn, there are views over t
Irish Sea andlimpsef the Dee Estuary.

A Areas of farmland witta mosaic of field patterns and woodland along steeper grquaidngwith
lower-lyingscattered settlement, narrow lanes astreams, have a prevailing rural quality.
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EA2: Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Plateau

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc

appreciation of natural beauty are:

A As with landscape quality, the presence of telecommunication masts and large moderr
buildingsdetract from the appreciation of scenic qualitytheir locality.

Overallthe contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessada@iam-high.

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A Areas of the Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic, Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grattieg\oshicRolling
Lowlanddzy A i 48 SEKAOAG WEAEtRQ YR WNBY2(0SkSELYX

A 1ftt 20KSNJ dzyAlia KF@S waSiiatSRQ AyTtdzsSyo
considered to be remote or wild.

The following factors also contribute to a sense of relative wildness and the associated appre

of natural beauty:

A With rocky outcrops and a good coverage of SSSI and Ancient woodlands, the steep weste
often exhibits a sense of relative wildness, particularly when experience against a juxtaposi

Relative nearby settlement (outside of EA).
wildness A The northern hillslopes have a strong exposed coastal influence.

A A localisedsense of the passing of time and a return to nataem be experienced from withi
the pattern of Ancient woodlands scattered throughout the EA.

A In the north of the EA, aense of enclosurean sometimes be experienced withihedtered
wooded valleys

Asa large part ofhe EA is subject to intensiagriculturehowever, with a network ofsometimes busy

roads and associated scattered built development, the sense of relative wildness is general

minimal elsewhere

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assessémivas

medium.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The coastal hills, the sheltered uppafony-Garth valley aroundsyrn Castle and parts of the
Treloganrolling lowland farmland at the eastern margins of the EA exhibit a sense of peac
tranquility.

A Due to influence of settlement and roads, the sense of tranquility is less evident within most

Relative ' parts of the EA.
tranquillity | A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiamly the southern of the E
experienceselativelydark night skies

The findings of the field survey identified the following

A Within areas of woodland away from busy roads and other activity, a localised sense of pea
tranquillity can often be experienced.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaddism.

Asillustrated in Figure 5a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/reg

Natural important natural designations:
interest A 5 SSStovering approx. 3.5% of the EA
A 66 parcels oAncient Woodland Sit covering approx. 3.5% of the EA.
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EA2: Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Plateau

A 9 RIGS sites, covering approx. 2.1 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities whigtake a significant contribution to the appreciation of natu

beauty are:

A With a concentration of RIGS and SSSI woodlantiseosteep westerly scarghese semnatural
habitatsand geological featuresignificantly contribute to an outstanding natural beauty.

A 14G tNBalblrdey KAffAARS FYR . AaK2LJQa 222R
thrive on the grassy upper slopes and rare junipers are also found. WoddlEades yewScots

Pine and ancient oak, and in damp areas, bluebells and wild garlic add to seasonal ir
Fulmars also nest on the high ledges, and buzzards and kestrels circle overhead.

A The exposed locationf Graig Fawnear the coast and the limestone outcrops have resultec
the presence of a number of species normally associated with sea cliffs.

A An interesting cave is located to the south of Ggirn

A Steeperill slopes support a fragmenteolut distinctivepatchwork of woodland, scrub, bracke
and semimproved grassland communities

A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fauna.

A Although many hedgerows are in declining condition, there are some species rich hedgera
well as habitat associated with watercourses and roadside verges, that provide biodiy
interest.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseédiam-
high.

Cultural
interest

As illustrated in Figurdb (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural feature

A Scheduled Monumentsnumerous, including many prehistoti@rrows, Moel Hiraddug IroAge
KAfEF2NIS LINI 2F hF¥FFlFQa 58183 aSRASOH
medieval house at Siambé&ven.

A Registered Parks and Gardensolden Grove (17tearly 20th Century terraced garden wit
topiary and a walled garden set in wider parkland); Gyrn Castle (19th Century picturesque
with lakes and woodland, and a perambulatory circuit incorporatingkrgarden and terrace
garden);andTalacre (18th and early 19th Century landscape part and informal pleasure gro

A Conservation Areas many, including Talacre (see above), and historic villages of Glan yr
LlanasaTrelawnyd and Gwaenysgor.

A Listed Buildingg numerous, including domesticeligious, agricultural, education and commerc
buildings, as well as many associated with estates and designed landscapes.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numeroussites with visible features including agricultural features (e.g. strip fields, ridge
furrow and boundary stones); industrial features (e.g. lead mines pits, limekilns and e
houses) and defensive features (e.g. World War Il decoy).

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.
In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes
A Irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric and character)

A Designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fabr
charactej.
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EA2: Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Plateau

A 9mall areas of marginal land (often contains relatively higmbersof prehistoric remains anc
industrial archaeology).

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:
A Numerous surviving prehistoric funerary monuments, often in prominent hilltop locations.

A Moel Hiraddug Iron Age hillfort is the most northerly in the chain of hillforts along the Clwy
range. It contains extensive ramparts and internal hut circles are visible. It has also prg
outstandingarchaeological finds including a plaque dating from the 2nd Century BC.

A tINI 2F h¥FlI Qa 581ST 6KAOK GSNXAYyIlI GSa yS

A A concentration ofHistoric Parks andGardens reflecting the scenic quality of the landsce

between the Clwydian Hills and the coast. Today the parks and gardens add to tkeepitheof
the landscape, as well as the positive contribution of mature trees and garden vegetation.

A A high density of surviving medieval features including houses, farms and churches, often
historic villages.

A High number and diversity of Listed Buildings reflecting the quality of the historic
environment within this EA.

A Gop Hill with its ceremonial cairn (the largest in Wales) is a distinctive landmark above the f
Trelawnyd Plateau.

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessetiigh.

Recreation

As illustrated in Figure 5c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 21 areas of Open Common and Open Access lcandring approx0.8% of the EA

A 1 aSOGA2Y 2 FNafioka Trailebds Isduth aldh@ theSvestern escarpment from t
nearby town of Prestatyn to the Coed Cym in EBMvydian Range North

A A section of National Cycle Network Route 5 leads through the eastern part of the EA, con
the settlements of Gronant.lanasaand Berthengam (just outside of the EA).

A To the north of the A5151, there is a relatively good coverageetiiconnectedPRoWs that link
with surrounding settlements. To the south of the main road however, the PRoW network is
sparse.

Further desk study antthe findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Areas of Open Access along the western escarpment, incl@liaig Fawand Moel Hiraddug
provide easily accessible opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of this highly scenic land
These areas aldi close tdarge centres of population.

A The Dyserth Way that broadly follows a loWe@ A y 3 | £ A 3y Y Sy Natioaal Trdl
along a disused railway also provides easily accessible opportunities to enjoy the wealth
and cultural heritage along the base of the western scarp.

A With a nearby car park in Trelayah the promoted Gop Loop walk provides access to the hill
associated cairn.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land
within the EA is assessedasdium-high.

Summary evaluatiorr overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

Within the large majority of the EA that is designatiddtional Landscapemost of the landscape retains a hi
landscape and scenic quality and although some parts have been affected by land use change and unsyn
RSOSt2LIWSy s 20SNItts GKS 9! A& adAftt O2yairRSWIR
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EA2: Prestatyn- Dyserth Scarp and Trelawnyd Plateau

regard to the eastern fringes that amutside of theNational Landscapehere is no strong evidence to suggest th
the landscape is of sufficient natural beauty to merit further consideration.

In relation to recreation, therare a wealth of opportunities to enjoy the outstanding landscape of the west
escarpment, many of which are easily accessible and close to large centres of populations. As part of
yEGA2YyFE & AYLKatichal Tfas ank@dyTdat@d T6 e elst of the EA, recreational opportuni
largely limited to the use dfiational Cycle Network RouteaBdPRoW, although as the network is relatively extens
and well connected, there are many opportunities the quiet enjoyment of théNational LandscapeAs such, it is
recommended that all areas within th¢ational Landscapare includedwithin the proposedCandidate Area, whilg
the areas outside th&lational Landscapshould beexcluded
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A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |40



EVALUATION ARBA

EA3: Vale ofClwydNorth and St Asaph

Landscape context
The Vale ofClwydNorth and St AsapBA is located at the nortivestern part of the AoS All of the EA is outside ¢
the Clwydian Range and Dee Valikgtional Landscapelthough to the east, where theplands of EA4QIwydian
Range Northprovide a highly distinctive backdrop, the EA adjoins it. To the south, there is a gentle transition
(Vale of Clwyd DenbigRuthir), with all of the landscape to the west located outside of the AoS. The fleAned
by an amalgamation of threElat Lowland Mosaigisual and sensory LANDMAP units, along with areas of
development.
As an overview, theentral part of theEA is characterisduly animproved pastoral landscapghere hedgerow trees
give the area a strong woodesppearance. A small to medium intimate field patteralso exhibitsa very rural
agrariancharacteralthough where the busy A55 dissects the landscape, the influence of settlement and develo
prevais. To the north and south of the Ef&je landscape isypified by areas ofdistinctive wooded estate and
parkland.
Criteria Analysis
With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Approximately half of th&lat Lowland Mosai¢ 2 G | £ | NS SEKAoAGa |
0KS 20KSNJ KIfF FaasSaaSR a WY2RSNI iSQo
A Approximately half of thélat Lowland Mosaié 2 G £ | N8Bl A& | &dasSaas
0KS 20KSNJ KIfF FaasSaaSR a WY2RSNI iSQo
A C2N) GKS Gg2 dzyrida (KIG KIFI@S 0SSy |aasSaasSt
A The trend of landscape condition for Blat Lowland Mosaidzy A 1a A a | 4a4S5&aaS
The features and qualities which maksignificant contribution to the appreciation of natural beau
are:
A To the north and south of the EAjstbric Parks andGardensafford a strong wooded estatt
Landscape character where their intact nature and good condition notably contribute to landscape qual
quality A Acrossmost of the EA, there is strong pattern of intact hedgerows with hedgerow trees
encloseémproved grasslansl
Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA ar
A In some placededgerowsare gappy or have beemeplaced with post and wire fencing
A The busy A55 passes through the centre of the EA and along with associated built develop
Rhuallt, this results in some landscape fragmentation and weakening of rural character.
A To the south of the A55, two lines of large pylons appear highly intrusive in the local landsc
A The eplacement of traditional farm buildings with larger modern structwas sometimes appea
unsympathetic to their local setting.
Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessatdaim-
high.
In relation to factors of scenic qualithhe LANDMAP data identifies that:
Scenic A AllFlat Lowland Mosaidzy A 1a SEKAGAG F WwWalidNry3IQ &aSyas
quality A The distinctiveness of éflat Lowland Mosaidzy A 12 Aa FaaSaasSR Fa u
A AllFlat Lowland Mosaidzy A 18 SEKAOAG | WKAIKQ &a0OSyA O |
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EA3: Vale ofClwydNorth and St Asaph

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A The areas ofvoodedestate, including areas of Ancient Woodland, contribute to a distinctive s
of place and scenic quality.

A When looking east, the highly scenic backdrofa# Clwydian Range Nortimotably contributes
to the scenic quality of this lowdying EA.

A With a sense of wooded enclosure and samadldium sized fields, the EA often exhibits an intim
quality.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from sogumidity and the associate

appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Although much of the EA exhibits a strong rural character, the consistent pattern of
woodlands and smalhedium sized enclosures often ladfliversity of landformand vegetation
cover.

A Apart from the highly scenic views towards tNational Landscapanany views from within the
EA are curtailed by dense woodlands.

A Towards the centre of the EA, lines of large pylons, the busy A55 route andusmympathetic
built development notable detracts from the scenic quality of the surrounding landscape.

Overall the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseéd@ism-high.

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A As allFlat Lowland Mosaidzy A 1 & KIF @S | waSiidt SRQ Ay Tt dz8
_ or wild.
R.T(Ijatlve The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:
wildness ]
A As most of the EA is subject to intensagriculture the sense of relative wildness is generally v
minimal althoughin their locality Ancient Woodlands can insélsense of naturalness.
Overall the contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EAvis
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Approximately half of thélat LowlandViosaic total area is assessed as being tranquil.
A As indicated by the NRW map of Dark Skies and Light Pollution, most of the EA experienc
dark night skies.
Relative The findings of the field survey identified the following:
tranquillity | A The traditional farmed landscape is generally peaceful, particularly to the south where th
concentration of Ancient Woodlands.
A Noise from the busy A55, along with the visual intrusion of large pylons, significantly detract
the experience of tranquillity within the central part of the EA.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beaigyassessed asedium.
As illustrated in Figuréa (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/regio
Natural important natural designations:
interest

A 51 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 4.7% of the EA.

A 2 RIGS sites, covering approx. 0.3 % of the EA.
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The naturafeatures and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of na
beauty are:

A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fauna.

A There are some species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercours
roadside verges, that provide biodiversity interest.

However,as most of the landscape has been subject to modification through intensive far
practices, much of the EA exhibits little natural interest that notably contributes to experien
natural beauty.

Overall, therefore, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess
low-medium.

Cultural
interest

The southern part of the EA is within the Vale of Clwyd Registered Landscape of Outstanding Ii
As illustrated in Figure 6b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural featur

A Registered Parks and GardenBrynbella, Late 18 19" and 20" Century landscape park an
informal garden (Grade Il); Bodrhyddan, laté"i®entury to late 19 Century landscape park
formal garden of parterre and topiary, and informal garden (Grade II*).

A Conservation Areg part of Bodfari village.

A Listed Buildingg, numerous with particularly frequent and diverse examples of domestic
agricultural buildings (farmhouses, barns, ranges, cartshed, stables, Eheje are several hall
and estate buildings. Bodrhyddan Hall is listed Grade |, andelt®use garden structures anc
home farm are also listed. Brynbella (associated with Registered Park and Garden above)
Grade II*.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numerous sites particularly related to agriculture (e.g. marl pits, ponds, farmhouses
agricultural buildings).

A Travel sites are also represented: ThevaVaraeRoman Road runs easiest across the EA, clos
to its modern successor the A55, and a former railway line (with bridges) runs close to the so
boundary of the EA.

A Several other HER sites relatendning/quarryingactivity.
A Some Historic Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.
In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqribe EA includes:

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fab
character).

A Designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fab
character).

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Fine examples of estate houses and landscaped grounds at Bodrhyddan and Brynbella (Re
Historic Parks and Gardens containing numerous listed buildings, woodland and mature
which add to the sense of place and character of the landscape.

A Extensive areas of intact rural historic landscape including irregular field patterns, historic
and other historic features which contribute to scenic quality and strong sense oftépih.

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assessegdaam-
high.
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As illustrated in Figure 6¢ (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A Avery small area of Open Common Access Lanring0.06% of the EA

A The EA accommodates a relatively extensive and well connettdork of PRoW particularly
towardsthe centralpart. There are alsgoodlinksto the nearby settlement of St Asaph.

The findings of the field survey also identified the followfagtors
Recreation| 4 | aSOGA2y 2F (KS Db2NIK 2FfSa tAfaINRYQaA 2|
A Apart from the opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside viath& f 3 NJA an@

the network of PRoW, the EA offers very little op&n recreationalprovision and access tq
features of natural and cultural interest.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoymehedéndscape are
assessed dsw-medium.

Summary evaluatior overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

Although the EA exhibits a relatively hiftndscape and scenic quality and has a wealth of nationally impo
cultural interests that often manifest in a distinctive sense of place, the contribution of natural interest t
experience of natural beauty is quite limited, as are the perceptadmslative tranquillity and wildness. Consideri
all of these factors, the natural beauty of the landscape is not considered to be outstanding. Furthermore, as
hasrelatively limitedaccess to, and opptunities for, the enjoyment of opefir recreation, it is recommended the
all oflandscapeshould beexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area.
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. Higth scenic backdrop tfe Clwydian Range Traditional farmhouse set amongst Ancient Woodland

PR AL e

Intimate rural lane Forsted backdrop of Coed Cym

Large pylons and farm buildings Declining field boundaries and large farm buildings
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EVALUATION AREA

EA4: Clwydian Range North

Landscape context

All of the Clwydian Range NortBA is within the Clwydian Range and Dee Val#jonal LandscapeThe lower
lying EA2Rrestatyn Dyserth Scarp antirelawnyd and EA5Qaerwys Lowlandisdjoin the eastern boundary, an
to the west, EA3\ ale of Clwyd North at St AsgphSeparated by a small part of EA&le of Clwyd Denbigt
Ruthin, the Clwydian range continues further south to EBBVydian Range Centjadnd EA15Clwydian Range
South beyond.

Most of the EA is formed by an amalgamation of Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic (approximately 78% of
Wooded Rolling Lowland visual and sensory LANDMAP units. There are also very small areas of Barl
Upland and Urban units

Adistinctive, partly wooded range of hilége characterised by an intimate small scale well defined field patt
bounded by mixed species hedgerows with hedgerow trees, stone walls and small woodland blocks. £
woodland tend to lie along small valleys and depressions leading from the sids,shdgikst the upper slopes an
ridge line is more open with a larger field pattern of rough grazifg the north, he forested outcropof Coed
Cwmforms a prominent feature where the northern slopes exhibit arattractive array of steep wooded slope
mixed with farmland.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The large area dfiillside & Scarp Slopes Mos&iE KA 6 A la I WKAIKQ Ay
Wooded Rolling Lowlandzy A i | aa4SaaSR da WY2RSNIGSQo

A The rarity of theHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaigit is considered to baV 2 dzii & (i ds yt
includes characteristic features and qualities that are unique, exceptionally uncommare
the best exampleTheWooded Rolling Lowlandzy A § A& | a4S&aaSR | &

A The landscape condition of thWWooded Rolling Lowlandizy A & A& | aaS&aaSR
Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitt has not been assessed.

A Thetrend2 ¥ f I yRaOI LIS O2yRAGA2Y F2NJ 020K dzy Al

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A Across most parts of the rolling lowlands, there is intact pattern of irregular fields enclos
managed hedgerows and mature hedgerow trees, set amongst a consistent pattern of
woodlands.

Landscape
quality

A Steeper slopes support a fragmenteudt distinctivepatchwork of woodland, scrub, bracken ar
semiimproved grasslands, some enclosed by stone walls.

A A gattered pattern of stone cottagestend to integrate well with the surrounding rura
landscape.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA |

A Where the A55 crosses the landscape, especially where it is in cuttingeshiss in landscape
fragmentation.

A Twopylon lines to the north of Tremeirchiaare prominent in the local landscape.

A In some places, hedgerovase gappy and degradedr have beerreplaced with post and wire
fencing

A Areas of forestrywith little species diversithave a localised impaohn landscapeuality.
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Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty is assessehedium-high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A Both of theHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaied the Wooded Rolling Lowlandnits exhibit a
YaGNRYy3IQ aSyasS 2F LX I OSo

A The Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosainit SEKA6AGa +y WwWz2dziadl yR)
Wooded Rolling Lowlananitl 8 8 S4aSR Fa WKAIKQO®

A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes MosaiitSEKA 6 A (& 'y W2dziad!l yWwobdéd
Rolling Lowlandnitl 8 aS3d8aSR +a WY2RSNI iSQo

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

A The interplay between the rollingvooded lowlands, interspersed with small vallegad
enclosing uplandexhibitsa highly scenic and distinctive composition of contrasting landfo

Scenic with a strong sense of place.
quality A Theuplands form grominent scenic backdrop to adjacent settled lovaeeasand the northern
most sectiorexhibitsan attractive array of steepoodlands.

A The $rong patternof irregularpastures enclosed by species rich hedgerows with mature ti
and small woodlands contributes to a distinctive and traditional rural scene.

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy.

A From areas of open higher ground, there are scenic views of interlocking hills and valleys,
the west, long rage views over the Vale of Clwyd and beyond.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detfe@in the scenic quality of the EA are:

A As with landscape quality, the A55 road corridor and the two pylon lines to the nori
Tremeirchion detract from the scenic quality of the local landscape.

Overall the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dlas

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A The Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic units exthitB Y2 § Sk SELIR2 aSRQ | dzt

The following factors also contribute to a sense of relative wildness and the associated appre
of natural beauty:

Relative A Although the extent of sermiatural habitats is quite limited, a strong sense of remoteness
wildness exposure is experienced from areas of higher open ground.

A Although the sense of relative wildness is generally minimal within ldyweg parts, semi
natural vegetation along small watercourses and patches of Ancient Woodland contribut
sense of naturalness in their locality.

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaddism.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:

A Both of theHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitd theWooded Rolling Lowlandhnits are noted as
Relative being tranquil.

tranquillity | A As indicated by the Rwmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutioearly all of the EAxperiences

dark night skies

The findings of the field survey identified the following
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EA4: Clwydian Range North

A Most of the landscape is generally very peaceful, particularly from areas of higher ground
A Near to the A55 however, tranquillity is locally affected by the noise of busy traffic.

A The visual intrusion of pylons alseduces the experience of tranquillity in their locality.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the Eséslium-high.

As illustrated in Figure 7a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the follc
nationally/internationally important natural designations:

A 2 SSSlgpvering approx0.16% of the EA
A 50 parcels oAncient Woodlandites, covering approx. 8.1% of the EA.
A 2 RIGS sites, covering approx. 0.4 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciatic
natural beauty are:

Natural A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fauna

interest A There are some species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercours
roadside verges, that provide biodiversity interest.

A Steeper slopes support woodland including conifer plantation and seiral broadleaved
woodland, as well as some patches of rough grassland.

A The knolly landform to the south of the EA is particularly distinctive.

A Buzzards and kestrels are frequently seen circling overhead.

Overall, the contribution of natural heritage features to the natural beauty of the EA is asses!
mediumt-high.

The southern part of the EAis within the Dyffryn Clyd Registered Landscape of Outstandi
Interest. As illustrated in Figure 7b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following ¢
features:

A Scheduled Monumentg several prehistoric sites, including Cae Gwy Cave and FfyrewmoF
Cave (Caves with evidence of early prehistoric inhabitatiarsgries of Bronze Age barrow
(burial mounds) on ridge tops, and Moel y Gaer Bodfari-lkge hillfort. The postnedieval
engine house and chimney of Pennant Mine is also a Scheduled Monument.

A Registered Parks and Garden$ (i . dZ®NegeQGrade I). Comprises a terraced fruit
vegetable garden and pleasure grounds with formal elements.

Cultural A Conservation AreasVillages of Cwm, Tremeirchion and Bodfari.

interest A Listed Buildingg numerous, with a notable number of Grade II* medieval religious sites, as

as domestic, industrial and agricultural buildings
With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numeroussites including visible sites relating to mining (mines, quarries), transyidev#
Varae Roman Road between Chester and St Asaph), agriculture (farmhouses, sheepfol
settlement.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsitesare alsoListed or otherwise designated

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqrike EA includes:

A Irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric and chare
including extensive areas dhe steep western slopes of the Clwydian Range
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EA4: Clwydian Range North

A 9maller areas of designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to lan
FIONAO IyR OKINIOGSND Faaz20Al SR gAlGK 3¢

A Marginal land (often contains relatively high proportions of prehistoric remains and indu
archaeology) including that around MoeBaer Bodfari.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Archaeologically significant twin cave sites at Cae Gwyn and Ffyreamp,BTremeirchion,
where animal bone and human Palaeolithic thelaring deposits have been found.

A Bronze Age Barrows and Iron Age hillfort of Moel y Garen part of a longer chain of distinctiv
funerary and defensive sites along the ridge of the Clwydian Range.

A A notable number of medieval churches and associated monuments, including the Cht
Saints Mael and Sulien, Church of Corpus Christi, and the Church of St Stephen.

A h ¥ FI QMWatighal Trélrunning the length of the EA.

A {G .Sdzy2Qa WSadzAd [/ 2ttS83S o6F2dzy RSR wmyny
gardens and landscaped grounds. Today it is a retreat centre where people draw insp
from spiritual exercises and the wider landscape.

A Association with 18/ Sy G dzN® L12SG DSNIfR al yfSe | 2L
and whose work, although written in English, was influenced by the poetic forms of V
literature.

A The landscape of the Clwydian Range of hills continues to provide inspiration for
O2yGSYLRNINE 2SftaK 6NARGSNBR |yR FINIAaidGax
National Lottery Heritage Fund project.

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assesbéghas

As illustrated in Figure 7c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 13 areas of Open Country and Open Access laveéring approx1% of the EA
A1 aSO0GAz2y 2 NatibiaSTralimgafderQ throusRa]lé8ge part of the EA.

A A well connected network of PRofVovide access ttargeparts of the EA, with good links t
0 KS Dyka Nafiodal Trail.

Recreation| The findings of the field survey also identified the following:
A1 aSOitA2y 2F GKS b2NIK 2| hdtdernpaktbfThalBAY Qa 2

A There is ptential to improve the recreational offer within areas of forestry at Coed Cym, as
as promoting sensitive access to a wealth of cultéeatures.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land:
within the EA is assessedmedium-high.

Summary evaluatiorr overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

Most of the EA, all of which is designatiational Landscapeetains a high landscape and scenic quality i
although some parts have been affected by land use change and unsympathetic developBDesypite this,
2P0SNYftx (GKS 9! Aa adAatt O2yaAaARSNBR (2 .Y elationiid
recreation, there is a good provision of opportunities to enjoy the outstanding landscape, in particular v
Y6EGA2Yy T & AYLNatNdalk Wi A b FF iy Qa THe BRIStApy iQalso i tuaedlose proximity
large centres opopulationand there are some opportunities taifther improve the recreational offerAs such,
it is recommended that all of EA within tiNational Landscapghould beincludedwithin the proposedCandidate
Area
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Rolling wooded lowlands Interlocking hillslopes

Intimate wooded valley

ruzikthatiaeter

>

h ¥ QHatichaiTrab Strong pattern of trees and woodland
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EVALUATION ARBA

EA6: Caerwys Lowlands

Landscape context

Located to the nortkeast of the AoS, all of th@éaerwys LowlandsA is outside of th€lwydian Range and Dee Vall
National Landscapepart from a small area dafteeper ground to the norttwest The EAs within the adjace
National Landscapeonsist of the highelyingEA4(Clwydian Range Nor}land to its southEA9(Wheeler Valley. A

small part of EA8(Clwydian Range Centjahlso forms a backdrop along the western boundary. HA@kyn
Mountain) forms part of the eastern boundary and to the north, a small part of BPA&statyn- Dyserth Scarp an
Trelawnyd Plateau The large majority of the EA consists oMisaic Rolling Lowlandsual and sensory LANDM/
unit (approximately 88%), with most of the remaining pagen Rolling Lowlah

Most of the EA is characterised bpen lowland plateaux spurs and associated lower wooded valley/scarp sl
with a mixture of traditional & improved farmland.othe north, an area of open lowland with a mixture of tradition
& improved farmland is typified by a largad relatively open field pattern with managed hedgerows.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The large area oflosaic Rolling LowlanB EKA 6 A Ga | WKAIKQ A yOpeh
RolingLowlaR dzy A G | adSaaSR a WY2RSNI G6SQo

A Therarityofbotf 26t yR dzyAlla A& daSaaSR | a WKASZ

A The landscape condition of the Lowland units has not been assessed.

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F flyRaOlILIS O2yRAGAZ2Y F2N) GKS
GKS hLISy w2ftfAy3a [2¢flyR adaSaaSR I a woz

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

A Within the valley slopes of th&losaic Rolling Lowlandhere is a good coverage of Ancie
Woodlands, along with areas of plantation woodland. Collectively, these underpin a largely,
wooded valley appearance.

Landscape | Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA a

quality A Tothe northwest of the EA, caravan parks and lodges can sometimes detract from their pre
rural locality. Two motorcross sites within valley side fields also appear incongruous to the
surroundings.

A There are two active sand extraction pits to nodfthe A541,although as these largely screent
from view by surrounding woodland, their impact on landscape quality is very localised.

A Within areas oDpen Rolling Lowlahtowards the north of the EA, large pylons that traverse
landscape and its setting, significantly detract from the surrounding rural quality.

A On theOpen Rolling Lowlah some hedgeroware gappy and degradedr have beemreplace
with post and wire fencing

A In open areas,he replacement of traditional farm buildings with larger modern structures
alsosometimes appear unsympathetic with their local setting

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessetkdsim-

high.
Scenic In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
quality A . 2G4K [26flFYyR dzyAlla SEKAGAG | WY2RSNIGSQ

A ¢KS RAAGAYOGADSySaa 2F 020K [26fFyR dzyAd
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EA6: Caerwys Lowlands

A ¢KS A0SyAO ljdztAdGe 2F 620K [26fFyR dzyAi &

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A The heavily wooded and sheltered intimacy of the incised Ysceifiog valley (east aféiphas
a very strong sense of place where the interplay of the distindtimgonal Landscapleackdrop
results in a highly scenic continuation of a wider wooded valley landscape.

A Although views to the south of the EA tend to be curtailed by dense woodland, where these
out, there are highly scenic views towards the partially wooded valley sides of the nearby W
Valley andhe ClwydiarHills.

A Viewsacrossthe open rolling lowlandend to be less scenic although when looking south fr
areas of higher ground, the small densely wooded valleys nestled in the-lgingrlandscape tc
the east and west of Afewen are viewed against a highly scenic backdrop of Niational
Landscape

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Within most areas o®pen Rolling Lowlahto the north of EA, the uniform pattern of open regul
pastures often exhibits a pleasant scenic quality although to the east, large pylons cross
landscape notably dimmisthis quality.

A The scenic quality of thBlosaic Rolling Lowlantb the east and west of the Ysceifiog valley
generally less strong, particularly wharasystematidand use and development impacts on t
locality.

Overall, thecontribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesse@disim.

Relative
wildness

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A 20K [2¢fFyR dzyAida KIFIGS | waSidtSRQ Ay
remote/exposed or wild.

The following factor also contributes to a sense of relative wildness and the associated appre
of natural beauty:

A Within the heavily wooded sceifiogalley, the seminatural character of Ancient Waltands and
the associated Ddél Uchaf Nature Reserve exhibit a strong sense of enclosure and a re
nature.

As most of the EA is subject to intensive agriculture with a networ&aifs and associated scattere
built development, the sense of relative wildness is generally very minimal.

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the Elismedium.

Relative
tranquillity

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A None of the units are identified as being tranquil.

A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiorone of the Elexperiences
particularlydark night skies

The findings of the field survey identified the following
A Within Ysceifiogzalley, the local landscape hasstrong sense of tranquillity, often heightened |
the sounds of birdsong.

A Although parts of the opefiarmed landscape&an be quite peaceful, the network of main a
minor roads, along with intrusive appearance of large pylons, notably dimmish the experie
tranquillity.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |52



EA6: Caerwys Lowlands

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the iEAssessed akw-
medium.

As illustrated in Figure 8a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/reg
important natural designations:

A 2 SSSlgpvering approx0.7% of the EA

A 97 parcels oAncient Woodland Sit covering approx. 7.8% of the EA.
A 2 RIGSs, covering approx. 0.6 % of the EA.

The naturafeatures and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of na
beauty are:

A The concentration oAncient Woallands and the associated Ddél Uchaf Nature Reseitrén
the Ysceifiogyalleysupport a range of woodland flora and fauna that in their locality, contrib

Natural
. to a strong sensef naturalness.
interest

A TheDddl Uchaf Nature Resenis aformer quarry sitethat now flourishes as a wildlifeich
patchwork of woodland, grassland, ponds and rivEhe limestonerich soilssupportwildflowers
with the woodland canopy madap of sycamore, ash and willoandthe lower storey made uf
of hawthorn, elder and hazelThe unusual geological characteristics of the ais®form a series
of pondsthat attractthree native species of newas well as grass snakes and many dragonfl

Elsewhere, the scattered pattern of Ancient Woodland adds local interest to a wider landscap

has largely been subject to modification through intensive farming practices. As such, most of

exhibits little natural interest that notably contrilbes to experience of natural beauty.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assestmd-atedium.

Asillustrated in Figure 8b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural featu

A Scheduled Monuments The EA contains six isolated prehistoric round barrows, mostly tow
the north of the EA, and a prehistoric enclosure at Bron Fadog.

A Registered Parkand Gardery, Bryngwyn Hall, a mid 19th Centugyearly 20th Century garde
associated with a house, with a woodland walk (Grade Il). The wider estate contains parkla
plantation woodland.

A Conservation Areag Ysceifiog village is entirely within this EA, and The Wern, Nannerct
Caerwys are partially within it. The Wern contains a listed historic mill building.

A Listed Buildingsg a range of listed buildings, including domestic (e.g. houses, farms), socia

Cultural school, hotel, Inn, community hall) and industrial (lime kilns, works). Several are cluste
interest village ofYsceifiog Houses at Pantgwynmawr and Bryn Sion are Grade II*, all others are Gt

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numeroussites including a notable number relating to quarrying (disused quarries and limek
as well as domestic and agricultural features such as farms, ponds etc.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes extensive
fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric and character). Withi
fieldscapes there are also influences from mineral extragtimdustry, designed landscapes a
woodland.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:
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EA6: Caerwys Lowlands

A

A
A

Overall, the contribution of cultural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddism.

Notable number of isolated Bronze Age funerary monuments, unusually sited below ridge
Several are located within the Bryngwyn Hall estate;

Concentration of listed buildings within Conservation Area at historic village of Ysceifiog;

Lack omodern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as roa
irregular field boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense ofdiapth.

The Wheeler valley forms part of an important ancient route linking the Alyn and Clwyd v
between Mold and Denbigh, now represented by the A541.

Association at Caerwys (adjacent to this EBAGruffydd ap Cynan, King of Gwynedd 0837,
and a key figure in Welsh resistance to Norman rule. Gruffydd is credited with reforming
bardic tradition to accord with that of the Irish language bards and sponsoring an Eistedd
Caerwys durindpis reign.

A
A

Recreation | A
A
A

As illustrated in Figure 8c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

Further desk study and the findings of the field survey also identified the following:

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed dsw.

7 areas of Open Countrgovering approx0.15% of the EA

Good networks of PRoW radiate from the settlements of Caerwys and Yscaifiagigh
elsewherethe network is relatively limited.

TheDd6l Uchaf Nature Reserpeovides an important accessible resource for local communi
I aSOGAzy 2F GKS b2NIK 2| hdthernpakt bf hBlBAY Q& 2

Apart from the PRoW network, there are very few other opportunities to enjoy the lands
through the provision of opedir recreation.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution aatural beautyand recreationaévidence

In relation to factors that contribute to natural beauty, there are some important features and qualities but as
influence is relatively localised, none of théterial NS NJ { S RIthéugh the Kean@Alykvaotled Ysceifiog val
has a very strong sense of place where the interplay of the distindtifi®nal Landscapeackdrop results in a highl
scenic composition, the experience of natural beauty is not considered sufficient at the landscape
Consequently, th@atural beauty of theEAis not judged to be outstanding-urthermore, he provision of opesair

recreation is alsauite limited, with relativelyfew opportunities to enjoy the landscape. Considering all of th
factors, it is recommended thatll of EAoutside of the National Landscag@ould beexcludedfrom the proposed
Candidate Area Given the higher landscape and scenic quality of the small area of land that is within the N
Landscape dwever, this part of the EA should brecluded
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d()l Uchaf Nature Reserve Pylons and large farm buildings @pen Rolling Lowland

Simple pattern oOpen Rolling Lowlahwith pylons Scattered development and pylons

Holiday lodges Motocross site
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EVALUATION ARBA

EA6: Halkyn Mountain

Landscape context

Located to the nortkeast of the AoS, all of thdalkyn MountairEA is outside of th€lwydian Range and Dee Vall
National LandscapeAlong the western boundary, there is a gertbnsition to EA5Caerwys Lowlandsnd to the
south, a more marked transition to the prevailing wooded landscape of EMio@ (Lowlands The eastern E
boundary forms the outer extent of the AoS boundary.

The EA is largely formed by an amalgamation of tdiiside & Scarp Slop&razing visual and sensory LANDM
units (totalling approx. 70% of EA) and one unit of Upland Moorland. There are also several very small
Wooded Lowland ValleyDispersed SettlemenExcavationVillageand Road Corridounits.

Thewestern part of the EA consists ofimestoneplateauwith a diverse mosaic of traditional farmland with sm
regularsemiimprovedfieldsand hay meadowsand contrasting pockets of rough grassland, wetlardi scrun To
the east of the plateauan exposed open upland limestone ridgehibitsa mosaic of semiatural moorland, rough
grassland, scrub and brackehe eastern part of the EA is charackdli bysteep east facing pastoral slopegth
linear watercourse woodlarg] anda strong pattern of small to medium sized irregular fields enclosedhlmk
hedges

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A ¢KS tIFyRaAOFILIS AyidiSaNaide FyR ljdztAade 2F
YKAIKQOD
A The rarity of one of theillside & Scarp Slop&razing units and the Upland Moorland area
FaaSa4SR | & WKHIilESide@ Scap SlapEsNd K § yAG KA WIG | aa S
A The landscape condition of one of thillside & Scarp Slop&NJ T Ay 3 dzy A G& A
FfGK2dzZAK GKS ' LXFYR a22NIFyR dzy Al A Hilsite&
Scarp Slope&razing unit has not been assessed.

A The trend of landscape condition for one of tHélside & Scarp Slopes Grazimgts is assesse
Fa wO2yadhlyldiQr 6AGK GKS 2G0KSNJ (G662 YIAY dz

The features andualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural be
are:

Landscape A With a diverse mosaic of traditional farmlandontrasting with pockets of rough grasslanc
quality wetland and scruly the limestone plateau to west of the ridge tends to be more intact anc
higher landscape quality, than the mofeagmented parts to the east and north of the E
Traditional farm buildings are also generally better maintained.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA a

A Extensive areas afeminatural moorlandandrough grasslanan the limestone ridge are ofte
subject to the encroachment of scrub and bracken.

A The quality and integrity of the open moorland landscape is also often degraded and fragm
by the presence of intrusive quarrying activity.

A To the north of the EA, two linesf largepylons traverse the landscape and significantly detr
the surrounding rural quality.

A Although some dwellings related to the mining industry have a traditional character, a wides
pattern of scattered built development, including some with a suburban appearance, along
a dense network of often busy roads, detracts from landscapditgual he negative influences
settlement and busy roads is particularly evident towards the nedktern boundary.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |56



EA6: Halkyn Mountain

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessewdsim.

Scenic
quality

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A One of theHillside & Scarp Slop&NJ T Ay3 dzyAili& |yR GKS | LX |
sense of place, with the othetillside & Scarp Slop&NJ T Ay 3 dzy A G I aaSa

A The distinctiveness of one of thdillside & Scarp Slop&razing units and the Upland Moorlar
FNSF |NB daSaaSR IHélsidaV& ScarK SIapesmzing Knit ds&eSsed?:
WY2RSNI G6SQ@

A One of theHillside & Scarp Slop&NJ T Ay 3 dzyAda yR GKS | LX |
scenic quality, with the othefillside & Scarp Slop&NJ T Ay 3 dzy Al | 48454z

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A Thelimestone Plateato the east of the ridge exhibits a strong rural character and distinc
sense of place. Its pleasing scenic quality is also enhanced by views towards a backdro
Clwydian uplands.

A Irregular hedged field patterns on the surrounding slopes.

A There are highly scenic views to the relatively distant backdrop oNtitgonal Landscap&om
some western parts of the EA.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Although the colours, textures and sematural character of extensive areas of moorland alc
the exposed limestone ridge contribute to the scenic quality of the landscape, its apprecia
often diminished by the presence of quarrying activity, lapyéons, and other scattered bui
development around its margins.

A Towards the nortkeastern boundary of the EA, a pattern of dense settlement, busy roads, p
and quarries results in very little opportunity for the appreciation of scenic quality.

A Views to northeast over the Dee are much less scenic, largely due to the influence ¢
intervening A55 corridor and nearby areas of industry and dense settlement.

Overall the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseédism.

Relative
wildness

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A ¢KS !'LXIYR a22NXlyR dzyAl Aa y2iSR (2 SEK

A 1ttt 20KSNJ dzyAlia KF@S waSiiatSRQ Ay¥TtdsSyoO
considered to be remote, exposed or wild.

The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

A As most of the EA is subject to intensive agriculture, the sense of relative wildness is ge
very minimal although in their locality, Ancient Woodlands can instil a sense of naturalness

Overall, the contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EAvis
medium.

Relative
tranquillity

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A None of the units are identified as being tranquil.

A Asindicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiolne of the EA&xperiences dark
night skies
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EA6: Halkyn Mountain

The findings of the field surveglentified the following

A Although pockets of peace and seclusion can be found within parts of the EA, particularly
the more wooded parts to the south, a network of busy roads, along with the visual intrusi
pylons and other activity taking place, significantly restrittte opportunity for a tranquil
experience within most parts of the landscape.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the Eldwsmedium.

As illustrated in Figure 9a(see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the follow
regionally/nationally/internationally important natural designatigreme of whicloverlap

A 1 SACgovering approx17% of the EA

A 7 SSSlgpvering approx20% of the EA

A 90 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 3.6% of the EA.
A 6 RIGSs, covering approx. 1 % of the EA.

Thenaturalfeaturesand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of naty
beauty are:

A The extensive areas of SAC and SSSI designations support a wide range limestone hab

Natural associated species. As such, a very strong sense of naturalness can be experienced acro
interest part Of the EA.

A The SAC designation inclidareas of bogs, marshes, heath, scrub, dry grassldadiduous
woodland and rocky outcropsOf particular note, Halkyn Mountain has the most extens
recorded area of the metalliferousestuca ovina, Minuartia vernagrassland community ir
Wales. A larggreat crested newpopulation also breeds anabandoned quarry workings an
various other waterbodies across the site.

A To the south of the EA, a large concentration of Ancient Woodlands make a valuable contr
to the natural beauty of the local landscape.

A To the west, species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercourses, also
biodiversity interest.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseghas

Most of the eastern part of the EA is within the Holywell Common ldatkyn Mountain Registere

Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. As illustrated in Figure 9b (see attached A3 figu

EA includes the following cultural features:

A Scheduled Monuments Numerous Bronze Age round barrows (isolated and in clusters); M
Gaer Rhosesmor Irefdige Hillfort at the southern edge of the ridge.

A Registered Parks and Gardensialkyn Castle: Comprises terraced garden, informal wood

Cultural garden, walled garden and small landscape park dating from 1820s and associated with
interest Castle listed buildings and conservation area (Grade II).

A Conservation AreasHalkyn village and castle.

A Listed Buildings Very numerous, reflecting domestic, agricultural and industrial history of
I NS & LYRdzAGNALFE &aArAdSa NBfEIFGSR G2 G4KS |
ore dressing shed and brick kiln. There are also ragnigultural sites and domestic sites rangi
from small cottages to Halkyn Castle. Halkyn Castle and Stable Block, anérddym are listed
Grade II*. All others are Grade II.

With regard toHistoric Environment Recorsites the EA includes:
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EA6: Halkyn Mountain

A
A

A

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes:

A

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A

A

A

Overall, the contribution of cultural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess$eghas

A very dense concentration of mineshafts on Halkyn Mountain and Holywell Common.

Around the peripheries of the EA are a wide range of sites representing domestic, soci
agricultural heritage.

SomeHistoric Environment Recordites arealso Listed or otherwise designated.

Extensive areas oéxtractive landscape, comprising upland common with abundant &
widespread remains of former extractive industries, bounded by areas of irregular fieldsca|
probable medieval origin, including areas of possible strip fields of medieval origin.

Areas of regulashaped fields which appear to represent the enclosure of medieval open fi
These historic field patterns, with their hedged boundaries, contribute to landscape fabri
character. The extractive landscapes assessedb be outstanding examples in LANDMAP

High number of prehistoric (Bronze Age) barrows, some isolated and others clustered. Tk
unusually sited, with not all on ridge top sites, and some in valley floors close to watercour

Moel y Gaer Rhosesmor hillfort is sited on the summit of the isolated hill at the south e
Halkyn Mountain. Extensive excavations in 1972 (prior to the construction of a covered res
within the site) revealed a succession of timber buildingsrdpfrom the Neolithic period tg
sometime before the Roman conquest of the area. A timber longhouse on the site has been
to 3000BC and may represent the earliest human occupation of the region.

Halkyn Castle is a picturesque mansion designed by John Buckler for Earl Grosvenor, ove
the Dee Estuary. It is set within gardens, parkland and estate woodland, and the com
designated as Listed Buildings, Conservation Area and Registstedd¥Park and Garden.

Halkyn Mountain and Holywell Common contain extensive and highly distinctive relict 18t
19th Century (and possibly earlier) lead and zinc ore mining remains and associated fe
unparalleled elsewhere in Wales. In 1850, 11500 tons of lead waliped here, amounting tg
12% of the British total. The landscape comprises a myriad of craters and tips which remai
and are particularly apparent from the air. Most of the archaeological evidence is for sh
workings Larger mines retain evighce of leats and reservoirs to serve the dressing floors. T
are also occasional surviving small terraces of houses.

The irregular hedged field patterns on the surrounding slopes tell the story of enclosure fro
medieval period onwards. These contribute to scenic quality and the strong sense afdjptie

Recreation

As illustrated in Figure 9c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A
A

A

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A

97 areas of Open Common and Open Access lcandring approx18 % of the EA)

A short section of National Cycle Network Route 5 leads along part of the outereestarn EA
boundary.

Most of the EA is covered by an extensive and well connected network of PRoW, with goo
to nearby settlements.

The relatively extensive areas of Open Access land provide very good access, in close pro
large centres of population, for the enjoyment of a wide range of natural and cultural featu
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EA6: Halkyn Mountain

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed amedium-high.

Summary evaluatiorr overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

With large parts of the EA designated a SAC aRdgistered Landscape of Outstanding Historic Intethste is no
doubt that the natural and cultural interest of this unique landscape makes a very significant contribution
experience of natural beauty. Easily accessible opportunities for the recreational enjoyment of the landsc
alsovery good However, for the reasons given above, both landscape and scenic quality are only considere
average and although there are some scenic parts, the overall quality of the landscape is not considere
outstanding in the context of a National Ratdesignation. Furthermore, to the west of the EA, all of the interver
landscape between this EA and tNational Landscapie recommended for exclusion from tipeoposedCandidate
Area. As suclit is recommendedhat all of this EA should bexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area
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EVALUATION AREA

EA/: Vale of Clwyd Denbigh Ruthin

Landscape context

Apart from a narrow swathe of lower hillslopes to the west, all of\ade ofClwyd Denbigh RuthinEA is outside o
the Clwydian Range and Dee Vallgtional Landscape The small part within thélational Landscapsoon
transitions to an elevated backdrop of EABAfydian Range Centiahnd EA15CGIwydian Range SoythThe south
western boundary adjoins EA1BWIFGEs) and further north, the western EA boundary forms the outer edge of
Ao0S.The picturesque town of Ruthin also lies adjacent to the western EA bound&ey/EA is almost entirely forme
by one visual and sensory LANDMAP unit, nafikelyOpen Lowland Farmlan@here is also a very small area of F
Lowland Mosaiand some small Village/Urban units.

Thewestern part of the EAsidominated by thevalley floorof the River Clwydloor and to the east, gently rising

valley sides.The EA is characterised byastoral vale wittpatchwork of small to medium sized fieltsat exhibit
well vegetated boundariegterspersed with mature trees angiall woodland blocks

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Thelarge area dflat OperLowland Farmlan8 EK A0 A (i &d | WE26Q Ay S:
smaller area oFlat Lowland Mosaic 8 4 SaaSR a WY2RSNIGSQo
A ¢KS NIXINRGE 2F 020K f2g¢ftlyRa dzyaita Aa | &
a s ®lat

QX
Qx

A The landscape condition of thielat Open Lowland Farmlamtty A G A & |
Lowland Mosaitias not been assessed.

A Thetrend of landscape condition for thElat Open Lowland & | a4 S&aaSR | a
Flat Lowland Mosait &  a4S&a8a4SR & wO2yaidlydiQo
The features and qualities whichake a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural bea

are:
Landscape

quality A The pastoral vale exhibits a relatively strong pattern of managed hedgerows with hedgerow

A Astrong pattern of mature trees and ribbon woodlaridow the gently meandering course Riv
Clwyd that leads through much of the EA, as well as its small contributory streams.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA a

A The eplacement of traditional farm buildings with larger modern structugesluding a large
commercial dairy buildingdan sometimes appeavith unsympathetiowith their local setting, as
does some modern residential development.

A In places, hedgeroware gappy and degradedy have beemeplacel with post and wire fencing
Although a number of busy roads traverse the EA, these tend to be well integrated into the land
as are the largely traditional settlements that they connect.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesserbdsim.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A TheFlat Open Lowland Farmla®E KA 6 A 1 a | W& i NB y Fat LawvigdMSsai
FaaSaaSR a WY2RSNI GSQo

Scenic A ¢KS RAAGAYOUGAGSYySaa 2F 020K [26fFyR dzyAd

quality A TheFlat Open Lowland Farmla®IEKA 6 A i d | WKAIKQ A0SyAO |
Flat Lowland Mosai

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:
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EA/: Vale of Clwyd Denbigh Ruthin

A To the south of the picturesque village ldanfairDyffryn Clwyd (towards the south of the E/
the gently undulating vale is strongly contained by a dramatic backdrop dElilgdian uplands
to the east, and the highly distinctive low wooded hillsPafl-Gls (EAL16) to west. This high
scenic setting installs a strong sense of place and notably enhances the scenic appeal of t
of the vale.

A To the south of Dyffryn Clwyd, &reng pattern of irregular pastures enclosed by species ri
hedgerows with mature trees and small woodlands also contribute to a distinctive and tradi
rural quality.

A Although theClwydian uplandprovide a highly scenic backdrop to the east of the northerly f
of the EA, the more distant containing backdrop of tbenbigh and Derwen Hilte the west
(outside of the AoS), has less of an influence on the sense of place and the associated appr
of scenic quality, than the wooded hills BivIFGis to the south.

A To the south of the EA, views are focused along the vale towards a backdrop Gfviidian
uplandsandwooded hills oPwIFGEs.

A To the north, views are either focused towards tB&vydian uplandso the east, or the more
distantDenbigh and Derwen Hiltkat rise above the vale to the west.

As with landscape quality, there are very few incongruous elements or land uses that noti
detract from the scenic quality of the EAo the north of Dyffryn Clwydowever, where the landforn
becomes flatter and the farmland is subject to more intensive farming practices, the scenic qus
the landscape is generally weaker than that to the south.

Overall the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaddism-high.

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A 20K [26fl YR dzyaAla KIFI@S waSiidt SRQ Ay Tt dzS
considered to be remote or wild.

Relative The findings of the field survey identified the following factors:
wildness A Seminatural vegetation along river corridors contribute to a sense of localised naturalness
A As most of the EA is subject to intensiagriculture with a network of roads and associat
scattered built development, the sense of relative wildness is generally very minimal
Overall the contribution of relative wildness experience to the naturahutyis assessed dsw.
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A None of the units are identified as being tranquil.
A Asindicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutitiee majority of the E&xperiences
Relative dark night skies
tranquillity | The findings of the field survey identified the following
A The raditional farmed landscapés generally peaceful, particularly to the south where t
influence of busy roads and settlement are less apparent.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty is assessedeasum.
As illustrated in Figure 10a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/reg
Natural important natural designations:
interest

A 77 parcels oAncient Woodland Sit covering approx. 1.4% of the EA.
A 2 RIGS sites, covering approx. 0.01 % of the EA.
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The findings of the field survefsoidentified the following
A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fauna.

A There are some species rich hedgerows, as well as habissbciated with watercourses an
roadside verges, that provide biodiversity interest.

A However, as most of the landscape has been subject to modification through intensive fa
practices, mosbf the EA exhibits little natural interest that contributes to experience of natt
beauty.

Overall ,therefore, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess
low-medium.

Cultural
interest

With the exception of a small area in the noghst of the EA, thentire EA is within the Vale of Clwy
Registered Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. As illustrated in Figure 10b (see atta
figures) the EA includes the following cultural features:

A Scheduled Monuments, Diversity of types and periods, including prehistoric barrows,-F

newydd Romano NA GA &K ¢SYLIXE S ONRBLIIN] = / KdzZNOK@
Ruthin Castle (medieval) and Ffynogion domestic Moated Site (medieval).

A Registered Parks and Garden®uthin Castle (Mid9" Century landscape park, formal gard
and shrubbery walks); Plas Newydd {4m@" Century small park, walled garden, formal a
informal garden); Garthgynan (M7 Century with earlier foundations, formal walled garde
orchard and fish ponds)All are Grade II.

A Conservation AreasLlanfair Dyffryn Clwyd village, and Ruthin/Llanfwrog (including town ce
castle and part of the castle grounds).

A Listed Buildingg Exceptionally high concentration of Listed Buildings, found clustered in his
towns and villages, and also isolated within rural are@key represent a diversity of domesti
religious, defensive, agricultural and commercial buildings, with many dating to the medie
postmedieval periods. Three of the churches (St Meugan, St Cynhafal and St Saeran)
Castle and Nantclwyd Housee Grade I.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numeroussites with many relating to settlement (e.g. houses, churches, monuments, sm
agriculture (e.g. sheep folds, field banks, water trough), and travel (e.g. trackways, railwa
bridges).

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.
In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqriee EA includes:

A Very largeareas of iregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fa
and character)

A Several dsigned landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fab
character) The historic parkland of Ruthin Castle is identified as being Outstanding with
LANDMAP assessment.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Rich legacy of medieval buildings including churches, houses and Ruthin castle. Llanyny
hamlet) was originally a clas foundation (a unit of administration based on medieval mo
settlement) preserving vestiges of medieval field systems.
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EA/: Vale of Clwyd Denbigh Ruthin

A Several designed landscapes, associated with larger and small estates which contribute
character of the landscape, including the grounds of Ruthin Castle. The designed landscap
group value with associated Listed Buildings and ConservateasAr

A Irregular organic enclosures over a large area of the Vale of Clwyd possibly representing the
inheritance system of gavelkind, fossilised in the predominantly small and irregular field pa

A Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features starimas
roads andrregularfield boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense of-tieyah.

A h T ¥ I QBatidhal Tréin the north of the EA.

A Llanynysis noteworthy as the site of the'®century Llanfor of the early Welsh stanzas, Cz
Llywarch Hen.

A John Puleston Jones, born in Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd in 1862, and devised a braille systen
Welsh language which is still in use.

A Home of various contemporary artists portraying connections with and inspiration from the
landscape.

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assesbééghas

As illustrated in Figure 10c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 8 very small areas of Open Common and Open Accessdamling approx. 0.04 % of the EA

A Most of the EA is covered by an extensive amil-connectednetwork of PRoW, with good link
into the adjacentNational Landscapand the town of Ruthin.

A There are also locally promoted circular walks frdentlyrnog and Llanynys.
Recreation | The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Apart from the opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside via the network of PR
the EA offers very little other opeair recreationaprovisionand access to features of natural ar
cultural interest.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land
within the EA is assessedlas/-medium.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

With nearly the entire EA within the Vale of ClwRdgistered Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest, along
a good coverage of other important historic features and associations, the cultural interest of the EA signi
contributes to the appreciation of natural beauty. With regard to natunterest however, the EA exhibits littl
notable value. Concerning factors relating to landscape and scenic quality, the EA exhibits a prevailing rurz
although in terms of its landscape and physiographic features, the simple pattern lacksitgivéPerceptions o
relative tranquillity and wildness are also quite limited. Considering these factors, the natural beauty of mos
landscape outside of thBlational Landscapis not considered to be outstanding. Furthermore, as the EA has
little to offer in providing access to, and opportunities for, the enjoyment of egierrecreation Therefore,it is

recommended thamost ofthe EA shoulde excludedfrom the proposedCandidate Are.

However, as the landscapettte south of Dyffryn Clwyidstrongly contained by a dramatic backdrop of the Clwyd
uplands to the east, and the highly distinctive low wooded hillBwitGls (EA16) to westit affords ahigh scenic
quality with astrong sense of placeAs such, it is recommended that this part of the EA, in addition to the na
westerly swath of theNational Landscapeshould beincludedwithin the proposedCandidate Ara. Although the
recreational offer is relatively minimal, it should be recognised that this small area of landscapg agraesceni
gateway into theNational Landscapiom the nearby town of Ruthin.
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EVALUATION ARBA

EA8: Clwydian Range Central

Landscape context

All of the Clwydian Range CentraA is within the Clwydian Range and Dee Vallyjonal LandscapeEA7 Yale of
Clwyd Denbigiiruthin and EA9Wheeler Valleyadjoin the western and eastern boundaries respectively, and to
southis EA12 Alyn Valley and EA1%Clwydian Range SoythThe EA is largely formed by an amalgamation of t
Upland Moorlandvisual and sensory LANDMAP units (covering 87.5% of EA), witbntianingpart consisting of
two smallerHillside & Scarp Slopes Grazimts.

As an overviewHe EA is dominated by rolling upland hills with high rounded peaiv®red with extensive swathe
of seminatural open moorland.To the west of the uplandills, steep slopes are characterised by a relatively si
scale field pattern dominated by largely overgrown hedges and occasional small broadleaf woodlhadslopes
are also bisected by narrquvell vegetated stream valleys.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The integrity and quality of the of twdpland Moorlanddzy A G & Aa | daSaasSRk
Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazitey A i1 & | a4SaaSR a QY2RSNI &GS

A The rarity of the largetJpland Moorland unit & O2y aA RSNBR (2 ndues
characteristic features and qualities that are unique, exceptionally uncommoareathe best
example The othelUpland Moorland unitaind the larger area of Hillside & Scarp Slopes Gra
SEKAOGAG | WKAIKQ NINRGES gAGK GKS avrtts

A C2NJ GKS Gg2 dzyAida GKIG KIFI@S 0SSy laasSaas

A Thetrend2 ¥ I yRaAOI LIS O2yRAGAZ2Y F2NJ Fff dzyAida

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

Landscape | . ) .
quality A Across most parts of the exposed uplands, there are extensive areas chatmal moorland
vegetation although in places, this is subjecstoubandbrackenencroachment.

A Steeper slopes support a fragmentbdt distinctivepatchwork of woodland, scrub, bracken ai
semtiimproved grasslands, some enclosed by stone walls.

A Along some parts of the steep hillside slopes of western edge, where the landsce
characterised by a relatively small scale field pattern dominated by largely overgrown he
management appears extensive rather than intensive, with livestock farpreadpminating.

A Along the lower western scarp slopes,catiered pattern of stonecottages integrag well with
the surrounding rural landscape.

Apart fromthe Moel Y Parc transmitteaind afew areas of forestryvith little species diversitythere

are no other incongruous elements or land use that notably detract from landscape quality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty is assesseahedum-high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢KS GKNBS I NASad dzyada oySHNIie Fff 2F 9

Scenic IAfftaARS 9 {OFNL {f21La DNITAy3a aasSaasSRr
quality A ¢KS GKNBS fINBSad dzyAida SEKAOAG |y w2dzia
{OFNL) {f21L)a DNIXTAy3 FaasSaasSR Ia WY2RSNI

A ¢KS GKNBS fINBSalt dzyAda fa2 SEKAOAG Iy

g {OFNL) {2158 DN}YT Ay3 aa8aaSR & WYz2RS
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EA8: Clwydian Range Central

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A The interplay betweea very distinctive series of smooth rounded uplands, including those w
EA15Clwydian Range Soyttand their associated valleys, exhikithighly scenic composition ¢
contrasting landformswith a very strong sense of place.

A Theuplands form a very prominent and highly scenic backdrop to adjacent settled lower &
particularly to the west where they rise dramatically above the Vale of Clwyd.

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy.
A The colarrs and textures of extensive heather moorland add to the visual interest.

A From the summit of Moel Famau, there are stunning views across the Vale of Clwyd to Er
the North Wales coast.

A From other areas of open higher ground, there are long distance scenic views of interl
uplands and valleysind to the east, over the Wheeler Valley and beyond.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Although its scale relates to the large mass of the Moel Y Parc landfinenMoel Y Parg
transmitter (229m high to the north of the EA is venyoticeableon the skyline

Overall, the contributiorof scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessadjhs

Relative
wildness

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A The twoUpland Moorlanddzy A 18 SEKAGAG WgAf RQX WNBY2GS
The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

A With extensive areas aeminaturalmoorlandhabitats the exposed and remote uplands exhi
a verystrong sense ofvildness.

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dtas

Relative
tranquillity

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A az2ai 2F GKS 9! A& y2GSR Fta o06SAy3 WIiNI yldz
A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@ii of the EAexperiences dark

night skies

The findings of the field survey identified the following

A With a relative absence of settlement and development, a strong sense of tranquility ¢
experienced from nearly all of the EA.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the Eigs.

Natural
interest

As illustrated in Figure 1la (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
nationally/internationally important natual designations:

A 42 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 1.2% of the EA.
A 14 RIGS sites, covering approx. 3.2 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:
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EA8: Clwydian Range Central

A Extensive areas of sematural heather moorland vegetation exhibit astrong sense of
naturalness.

A The heather moorland providescellent nesting and feeding areas for upland bi@§particular
importance is the black grouse, one of the rarest birds in Wales

A The highly distinctive upland ridge and peaks rise to 554m, forming the highest parts
County.The domedprofiles of Moel Arthur (RIGSand Moel Famau are particularly distinctiv
landform features.

A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fauna.

A Steeper western slopes support semitural broadleaved woodland, as well as some patche
rough grassland.

A Buzzards and kestrels are frequently seen circling overhead.

Overall, the contribution ofatural interestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessethigh.

Cultural
interest

The western part of th&Ais within the Vale of ClwyRegistered_andscape of Outstanding Histori
Interest. As illustrated in Figure 11b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cu
features:

A Scheduled MonumentsFour prehistoric hillforts along the ridge of the Clwydian Range @yto
Gaer, Pery-Cloddiau, Moel Arthur and Moel Feinlli Also, prehistoric round barrows at Mo
Eithinen and Coed Clwyd.

A Listed Buildings; with the exception of the Jubilee Monument, these are all domestic
agricultural structures associated with upland farms, including farmhouses, barns, range, h
sheds, privy, shippon and stablall are Grade Il.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Stesreflecting the varied historic land uses of this upland landscape, including boundary t
mining/quarrying activity, agricultural, settlement and religious sites.

A Some Historic Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMARHR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqrike EA includes:

A Extensive areas of marginal land (containing prehistoric remains and industrial archae
identified as being of Outstanding quality.

A The edges of the EA encompass areasrmeigilar fieldscapeswith historic field patterns
contributing to landscape fabric and charactand an area of designed landscape.

A Atthe northern tip of the EA is an area of other fieldscapes representingptamd common arez
of Moel yParc, possibly an area once included with Ruthin Castle Estate (it was owned by
castle in the 18th century)and in the west an area of designed landscape associated with
Arthur.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Spectacular series of Iron Age hillforts of Foel Fenlli, Moel y Gear, Moel Arthur and Penycl
which form part of a defensive chain of sites crowning the summits of the Clwydian Rang
individual sites they are impressive, but together they formnéque group of hillforts in Wale
which demonstrate the intimate relationship between landform and human territory. Cur
understanding is that each hillfort would have been the focal point of a-deflhed territory
extending across the vale beneaténd over the uplands, so that each for would have acces
the same range of natural resources.
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A Jubilee Monument at the summit of Moel Famau was started in 1810 for the golden jubil
King George lll, and eventually completed in an Egyptian style, topped by an obelisk whic
down in 1867. The remains of the plinth have been consolidated @mad & local landmark an
popular destination for walkers.

Good surviving examples of historic upland farm buildings.
t I NI 27T Nafiohdl T2ail rufidd ang the main ridge of the Clwydian Range.

Lack of modern development contribigéo scenic quality and strong sense of tidepth.

> > > >

Continuing tradition of holding great cultural celebrations at the top of Moel Famau, with cr
gathering at Jubilee Monument to celebrate Royal weddings and jubilees.

A The summits of the Clwydian Range provide inspiration to a wide range of contemporary
FYR 6NAGSNERS AyOfdzRAYy3a (iKz2alS Ayg2t SR Ay

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessetiigh.

As illustrated in Figure 11c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A Moel FamauCountry Parkgovering approx21.5% of the EA.

2 areas of Public Access Public Forestering approx11.6% of the EA

3 areas of Open Access Common Laoglering approx24.1% of the EA

28 area of Open Access Countrtgyering approx15.1% of the EA

I aSOGA2y 2 TNatioaSTrateadds through te&tir® central part of the EA.

Around the margins ahe EA, sections of PRopovidelinks with areas ofOpen Accesand the
Moel Famau Country Park

> > > > > P

Further desk study anfindings of the field survey also identified the following:

R i . . .
ecreation A Moel Famau and much of the surrounding land make up Moel Famau Country Park, which ¢

about 200,000 visitors each yedt provides a number of wetharked walking and cycling route

A The car park at Coedangwyfan is the gateway to two impressive hillfoct®enycloddiau ang
Moel Arthur. There are public footpaths to both hillforts where spectacular views can be enj
The circular waymarked walking trail follows a sheltered level path from the cathradgh the
woodland to a viewpoint.

A Considering the wide range of recreational provision, there are a wealth of opportuniti¢
explore and enjoy the stunning natural beauty of the uplands.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land
within the EA is assessedagh.

Summary evaluatiorr overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

Nearly allof the EA, all of which is designatBltional Landscapeetains a high landscape and scegiality and
with a wealth of natural and culturdéatures, the9 ! A& aGAff O2yaARSNBR (2 Y
y I dzNJ f. Indefatiodzid Beation, there israexcellentprovision ofwidespreadopportunities to enjoy ths
stunninglandscapeand its associated wealth of natural and cultural intere&s such, it is recommended that all
EA should béencludedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |70



Coed Moel Famau trail Overlook

Looking south from Moel Arthur to Moel Famau LookinlyleakAftbur

Looking north from Moel Arthur Distinctive contrast of rolling wooded lowland and open upland

ing the Vale of Clwyd
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Towards Moel Famau Recreational route at Coed Liangwyfan
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EVALUATION ARBA

EA: Wheeler Valley

Landscape context

All of theWheeler VallefAis within the Clwydian Range and Dee Valgtional Landscapeapart from an area o
outer slopes to the east of the EA that links with a small part of the incised Alyn valley tiortheof Pantymwyn.
Along the western EA boundary, EA3wydian Range Centjdbrms a containing backdrop to the valley, and to t
east, the EA boundary adjoins parts of the mostly-lging landscapes of EABderwys LowlandsEAG flalkyn
Mountain) and EA10Mold Lowlands The EA is mostly formed by a latd#iside & Scarp Slopes Grazigual and
sensory LANDMAP urfitovering 81% of EA) along with two smaller uoft§/ooded Lowland ValleysSmall Village
units are also within the EA.

Most of the EAis characterised bthe lower east facing slopes of the Clwydian Ratige arecovered withscrub
andrough grasslandand smaller sized hedged pastures with linear woodlands following guiegisvatercourses
To the southeast, theEAalso includes part of thearrow Cilcainvalleywhere valley sides contain hedged pastu
with deciduous woodland on steeper slopes either side ofrtiekyriver bed. A narrow wooded valley of thefén
Chwikr also follows the nortkeastern boundary.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢KS fINBS INBI 2F 1 Aft&aARS g {OFNL {ft2L)
with the two smaller units ofVooded Lowland Valleysa 8 S&daSR | a WKA3IKC

A The rarity of theHillside & Scarp Slop&razing uniand one of thewooded Lowland Valleyis
FaaSaasSR a WY2RSNI GSQ> oAGK GKS 20KSNJ %

A Apart from the condition of the small&Vooded Lowland Valleyzy A i ¢ KA OK A &
the other two units have not been assessed.

A Thetrend2 ¥ f I yRaOI LIS O2yRAGAZ2Y F2NI I tf GKNBS

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

Landscape
are:

quality ]
A On most parts of the valley sides, there is intact pattern of irregular fields enclosed by ma
hedgerows and mature hedgerow trees, set amongst a consistent pattern of small woodlar

A The two parts of narrow wooded valleys exhibit an extensive coverage of linear woodlands
of which, are Ancient.

A A zatteredpattern of stonecottagesintegrateswell with the surrounding rural landscape.

Although forestry can have a localised impact in places, there are no other notable incong
elements or land use that detract from landscape quality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessetkdsim-
high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A ¢KS aSyasS 2F LIXIFOS F2NJ Lttt GKNBS dzyAaida A
Scenic A 1Ef GKNBS dzyraia SEKAOGAG | WY2RSNIGSQ RAA

ualit .
q y A The scenic quality of the Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazing unit and one \&othaeed Lowland

Valleydzy A A& aaSaaSR a WY2RSNIGSQ: gAlK
The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:
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A The interplay between the intimate valley flosith narrow wooded valleys, rollingvooded
valley sidesand a backdrop ofenclosing uplands provides a highly scenic and disting
composition of contrasting landformaith a strong sense of place.

A The $rong patternof irregular pastures enclosed by species rich hedgerows with mature t
and small woodlands contributes to a distinctive and traditional rural scene.

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy, particularly along the wao
streamcorridors.

A From areas of higher ground, there are highly scenic views over the valley towards a dist
backdrop of the Clwydian uplands.

There are no incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from the scenic quality
EA.

Overall, thecontribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesse@disim-high.

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A b2yS 2F (KS dzyAida | NBNBRSBSYIQ FANRY S BLIKE IR
The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

A As most of the EA ictively farmed and haa network of roads and associated scattered b

Relative
wildness development, the sense of relative wildness is generally very miniatfdlough semnatural
vegetation along water courses and the presence of Ancient Woodlands, contribute to a se
naturalness in their locality.
Overallthe contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EA is asses
low-medium.
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A The twoWooded Lowland Valley udit  NB RSaONAOSR a 6SAy3
of Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazisngot.
A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@ii of the EAexperiences dark
night skies
The findings of the field survey identified the following factors:
Relative A Land cover and settlement characteristics are strongly rural and where development is mi
tranquillity absent perceptions of tranquillity, remoteness and wildness can be particularly strong.
A The taditional farmed landscapes generally very peaceful, particularly towards the head
valley and from areas of higher ground; and
A Near to the networlof roadsthat connect villages along the valley floor however, the experie
of tranquillity is locally affected by noise and activity.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity experience to the natural beauty of the Evedsum-
high.
As illustrated in Figure 12a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
nationally/internationally important nairal designationssame of which, overlap
Natural A 1 SAC, covering approx. 1.5% of the EA.
interest 2 SSSlspvering approx1.9% of the EA

A
A 96 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 4.7% of the EA.
A 3 RIGS sitespvering approx. 0.6 % of the EA.
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EA: Wheeler Valley

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:

A The distinctive scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands (some designated SAC) support
range of woodland flora and fauna.

A Steeper slopes support a fragmentbdt distinctivepatchwork of woodland, scrub, bracken at
rough grasslands.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddism.

A very small part of the upper tributary valleys near Hanfaes is within the Vale of Clwyd Regist
Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. As illustrated in Figure 12c (see attached A3 figur
EA includes the following cultural features:

A Scheduled Monumentsg prehistoric features including round barrows at P¥as and east o
Penbedw Hall, and a stone circle and standing stone at Penbedw Park.

A Registered Parks and Gardep®enbedw Park, comprising a landscape park, formal woodl
multi-phase garden with formal and informal elements, dating from the-Mith Century, 18th
Century and 19th Century (Grade I1*).

A Conservation Areas The Wern, Nannerch (part); Nannergiiage and Cilcaiwillage

A Listed Buildingsl $ARS NI y3IS 2F [AaGSR .dzAf RAy3a
Listed Buildings include domestic, agricultural, religious and industrial structures. The Ch
St Mary is Listed Grade |.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:
A bdzYSNRdza aAidSa NBFESOG GKS FNBIFIQa f2y3 K
marl quarries, limekilns, smith, mills, strip fields, farmsteads and mineshafts

Cultural A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.
interest

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes:

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape
and character).

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Penbedw is a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden. It represents the survival and devel
of the grounds at Penbedw since the 17th Century, including a wilderness with a grott
summerhouse. It has group value with the associated estate buildindsstructures, and the
two prehistoric tumuli and stone circle (all Scheduled Monuments) also found within the pa

A Extensive area of irregular fields with considerable archaeological and historical content.

A Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as roz
irregular field boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense ofdiepth.

A The slopes of the Clwydian Range provide inspiration to a wide range of contemporary artis
GNRAGSNEE AyOfdzRAY3I (K2&aS Ay@2t @SR Ay G(KS

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseedasm-

high.

As illustrated in Figure 12c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

Recreation | A Moel FamawCountry Parkgovering approx0.1% of the EA

A 21 very small areas of Open Countrgyering approx0.8% of the EA
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EA: Wheeler Valley

A Most parts of the EAare covered by ayjoodnetwork of PRoW, with link® nearby settlements
and adjacent EAs.

A There are further opportunities to establisfircular walks arouncilcain and cycle routes alon
quiet rural lanes.
The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Apartfrom the opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside via the network of PR
the EA offers very little other opeair recreationaprovisionand access to features of natural af
cultural interest.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
is assessed dgw-medium.

Summary evaluatior overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

The large majority of the EA that designatedretainsa high landscape and scenic qualéyd with a wealth of
cultural features, tis distinctive valley landscaped &G Aff O2yaARSNBR (2 YSSi

0 S| dzi &R@tion to recreationapart from theopportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside via t
network of PRoW, the EA offers very little other opgnrecreational provisioor access to features of natural an
cultural interest. However, as there are very extensive areas open access in the adjacenCIEA8ign Range
Centra) that overlook this highly scenic landscape, it is an important part of the wider recreational resdtne&A
also lies in quite close proximity to large cerstod population. For these reasons, irecommended that all of E/
within the National Landscapghould beincludedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.

With regard to the small part of the EA outside of thational Landscapi® the east of Cilcain that extends into th
narrow of Nant Alyn, this area is affected by the presence of caravan parks and a nearby quarry. As s
recommended that this should bexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area
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Overlooking the valley to a backdrop of t@évydianuplands Distinctive field patteraon valley sides

g~

Intimate rural lane Wooded stream corridor

- Srong rural character Distinctive valley landform

Rlparla habittlong thdant Alyn Contrast of valley and upland backdrop
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EVALUATION AREA

EALO: Mold Lowlands

Landscape context

Apart from a small area of land the southwest of Pantymwyn, laof the Mold Lowland<€A isdcated outside of
the ofthe Clwydian Range and D¥elleyNational LandscapeEA6 Halkyn Mountaif is located to north, parts o
EA8 Clwydian Range Centjadnd EA9Wheeler Valleyto the west, with EA11Efyrys Uplandsand EAL13Hryrys
Slopejto the south. The nortieastern and soutieastern boundaries of the EA form the outer eastern extent of
Ao0S. The EA is mostly formed by an amalgamation of a Idtgeaic Lowland Valleygsual and sensory LANDM/
unit (approximately half of the EA), two Mos&olling Lowlandinits, and &lat Open LowlanBarmlandunit. There
are also very small areas Wooded Hillsid& Scarp Slopesnd Built Landvillages, urban and road corridor) units

As an overviewarge parts ofhe EAare chaaderisedbylowland wooded small river valleys with associated parkl
and pastoral farmland Towards Moldgently rolling lowland farmland sl@s towards the River Alymvhere the

landscapéhas a strong pattern of small to medium irregular shaped pastoral fields enclosed foytidwedges with
occasionahedge trees. Estate farmlandalsolies on more gently sloping ground closer to the valley floor v
associated stone estate buildings and structurbtixed plantatiors are prominent on valley sides.Towards
Pantymwyn, rolling lowland farmland with large sizedgular fields areenclosedby blocks of conifer woodland o
hilltops.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The integrity and quality of the Mosaic Lowland Valleys unit and one of the Mosaic R
[26f YR dzyAilia Aa | &asaMo$aR Rdlliag LankaRdIuKiQsESssed A
WYY 2 RSNI S Qo of FlEtSperd Owldnd FaimN&ila  a8SaaSR | a W

A ¢KS NIXNRGe 2F GKS F2dzNJ YFIAY dzyAdGa Aa | aa

A ¢KS tFyRaoOFKLIS O2yRAGAZ2Y 2F GKS Gg2 az2al )
other two units have not been assessed.

A Thetrend2 ¥ I yRAOI LIS O2yRAGAZ2Y F2NJ It F2dzNJ

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

Landscape | A Across the large majority of the EA, there Et@ng pattern of small to medium irregular shap
quality pastoral fields encloselly manage hedgerows withblocks of mixed plantatiowoodland

A On more rolling ground, there are large areas of wedinaged parkland and associated est:
farmland, along with a distinctive pattern of sinuous wooded river valleys.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA a

A To the north of the EA, settlement and built development sometimes detracts from rural qu
as does intrusive industrial development outside of the EA located around the northern frin
Mold.

A In some places, hedgerovese gappy and degradedr have beerreplacel with post and wire
fencing

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessetedaim-

high.
Scenic In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
quality A TheMosaic Lowland Valleys and Mosaic Rolling Lowland GnisKk A 6 A G | Wwa i N

with the Mosaic Rolling Lowlandd 4 S84SR a4 WY2RSNI iSQo
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EALO: Mold Lowlands

A The distinctiveness of thilosaic Lowland Valleys and Mosaic Rolling Lowland isnissessec
4 WY2 RS NIMbo&ioRollingydwlaig S - | Q ®

A TheMosaic Lowland Valleydzy A i SEKAOAGA T WKAIKQ a0Sya
and Mosaic Rolling Lowland urlits | Yy R W { Mbsai© Roflig NowlarmaSt.

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A The composition ofrolling irregular pastures with a good coverage of Ancient Woodlz
contributes to a distinctive sense of place and strong rural character.

A Large areas of designed parkland are particularly attractive, and their heavily wooded appe
make a valuable contribution to the experience of natural beauty.

A In lowerlying parts, there is a strong sense of shelter and intimacy, particularly near t
wooded river corridors.

A Views tend to focus on the appreciation of rolling parkland and the associated swath
broadleaved woodland.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract ftbenappreciation of natural beauty
are:

A Views of settlement and built developmermnost if which is outside of the EA

Overallthe contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddiam-high.

With regard to experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F (GKS dzyAda NS ARSYGAFTASR & KI @A

The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

Relative A As most of the EA iactively farmed and haa network of roads and associated scattered b
wildness development, the sense of relative wildness is generally very miniaitdough semnatural
vegetation along water courses and the presence of Ancient Woodlands contribute to a se
naturalness in their locality.
Overall the contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EA is asses
low-medium.
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F GKS dzyAda NS RSaAaONAOSR Fa o0SAy3
A Asindicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutioone of the EA&xperiences dark
Relative night skies
tranquillity | The findings of the field survey identified tfalowing:
A Away from busy roads and settlement, theaditional farmed landscapes generally peacefu
especially where dense woodlands provide a sense of enclosure.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaddism.
As llustrated in Figure 13a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
N | nationally/internationally important nattal designationssome of which, ovéap:
atura .
. A 1 SACovering approx4.7% of the EA
interest

A 2 SSS|sovering approx5.2% of the EA
A 192 parcels oAncient Woodland Si& covering approx. 11.2% of the EA.
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EALO: Mold Lowlands

A 5 RIGS sites, covering approx. 2.6 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution tapipeeciation of natural
beauty are:

A The distinctive and relatively extensive pattern of Ancient Woodlands (some designatec
support a good range of woodland flora and fauna, and at the landscape scale, their pre
makes a valuable contribution to the experience of natural beauty.

A Species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercourses, particularly the w
valleys, provide the focus on biodiversity interest.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseédiam-
high.

Cultural
interest

As illustrated in Figure 13b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural fea

A Scheduled Monumentg, ¢ KNSS aSLJI NI GS aSotAazya 27F 2
medieval fortified house at Llys Edwin; a prehistoric round barrow at Reagland 20 Century
ordnance factory (Ministry of Supply Valley Site).

A Registered Parks and Gardendhree extensive Registered Parks and Gardens (all Gradk
namely Gwysaney landscape park, comprising part of a former deer park (c. 1664) with a
19" Century arboretum containing several unusual species, and an edflyC2atury formal
garden;Soughton Hall landscape park and formal garden dating from theathel 19" Centuries
with well-preserved parkland planting, and Rhuagh rare survival of an unaltered #Tentury
formal forecourt with walls and alcoves, and a@"1Q@entury bowling green and skittle alley. T
formal gardens are set within a wider small landscape park containing parkland trees, wog
and paths. Ancillary structures including the kitchen garden also surdiVéhree are associate
with surviving historic buildingsnd so have important group value. In addition, Colomendy |
(a Late18" Century to Mid19" Century landscape part with an informal garden, pleas
grounds and a wall garden) is partially within this EA. The remainder is within EAs 11 and

A Conservation Areas at Cadole and Northop.

A Listed Buildingg numerous, reflecting the long history of settlement, farming and travel in
EA. Several (including Grade II* structures) are associated with historic estates at Rhual, S
Hall and GwysaneyRhual Mansion and the Church of St Eurgain and St Peter are listed G
Many are concentrated in the historic village of Northop.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numerous and variedites with a notable concentration of sites relating to mining in the are
including engine house, hammerstone, tramways, mine buildings, shafts, horse whim etc.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqrike EA includes:

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape
and character).

A Designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fab
character).

A Part of the EA is identified as Outstanding in terms of historic landscape.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A SABSNEAGE 2F RSTSYaadS Y2ydzySyda NIy3iAy3
period (Llys Edwin) andodernperiod (Ministry of Supply Valley Site).
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EALO: Mold Lowlands

A

Overall, the contribution o€ulturalinterest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseligis

Llys Edwin Medieval fortified house site is of national importance for its potential to enhanc
knowledge of medieval settlement. It is well preserved and is an important relic of the mec
landscape, whilst retaining significant archaeologicakptial.

Llys Edwin is also associated with the foundations of the Fifteen Tribes of North Wales
thought to be the seat of Welsh Chieftain Edwin of Tegeingl.

Large houses (Listed Buildings) with associated designed parkland and grounds taking ad
of views including across the Dee Estuary and the Alun Valley and creating a verdant qu
the landscape with many mature parkland trees, woodland and agenurhey also add to th
sense of timedepth and local distinctiveness. Gwysaney, Soughton Hall, Rhual and p
Colomendy are all within this EA.

Colomendy Park is associated witd"iBentury artist Richard Wilson.

Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as roz
irregularfield boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense of-tiegth.

The Alleluia Monument (Listed Building), near Rhual Park, was erected in 1736 by Ne
Griffith to commemorate a battle thought to have taken place in the vicinity in ab&u#20.

John Blackwell (179%Z840) who used the bardic name Alun was a Welsh language poet was
near Mold. He was a shoemaker and won prizes for poems and essays in the Welsh la
Supported by friends he graduated from Jesus College, Oxford, and in 1828 was awarded
at the Royal Denbigh Eisteddfod for his Welsh elegy on the death of Bishop Reginald Heb

Recreation

As illustrated in Figure 13b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A
A
A

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed dsw-medium.

Loggerhead€ountry Park¢overing approx0.1% of the EA
21 very areas of Open Common and Open Access taveling approx0.8% of the EA

Around Pantymwyn there isa concentration of weltonnected PRoVdlthough to the north of
the River Alynthe extent of PRoW ieelatively sparse

Apart from the opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside via the network
PRoWs, the EA offers very little other opan recreationalprovisionand access to features ¢
natural and cultural interest.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution ohtural beautyand recreationakvidence

With regard to factors relating to natural beauty, the EA scores relatively high in most cases. In partieu
composition of rolling irregular pastures with a good coverage of Ancient Woodlaodsibutes to a distinctive
sense of place and strong rural charact&he &rge areas of designed parklaaomake a valuable contribution t
the experience of natural beautyHowever, although the landscape is of significant cultural interest and exf
strong time depth, the landscape and scenic qualityasconsidered to meet the high standards of National Pz
despite being very attractive. Moreover, the recreational offer is very limited and therefore, it is recommende
all of EAoutside of the National Landscamhould beexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area for designatio
The small part within th&lational Landscapenost of which is designateas a SAC, should howeveribeluded

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |80



Rolling wooded farmland Sense of rural inticy

Wooded valley Estate farmla

Wooded parkland Enclosure of plantation woodland

Views of intrusive industrial development (outside of EA) View of prominent college building (outside of EA)
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EVALUATION AREA

EALL: Eryrys Uplands

Landscape context

Apart from a small area to the south of the EApéthe Eryrys Uplandarewithin the Clwydian Range and Dee Val
National Landscapevith the eastern EA boundary forming the outer eastern extent oNh&onal LandscapeEA12
(Alyn Valleyis located to the west, EA1Bryrys Slope$) the east andEA10 Mold Lowlandsis located to the north
The EA is largely formed by an amalgamation ldfllside & Scarp Slopes Mosaisual and sensory LANDMAP ur]
(approximately two thirds of EA) and twdillside & Scarp Slopes Grazimgjts. There are also small areas
OpenWoodedHillside & Scarp SlopeandExcavatiorunits.

Thewestern part of theEA isdominated by imestone hills crags and escarpmenivith open pastures and edg
woodland adjoining farmland characterised by stone walls and buildiAghverse vegetatiortovercontrast with

the adjacent upland mass of the southern Clwydian Ratgplacesthe topography is sharply folded with promine
bluffs and cragwith an interesting mixture of wooded depressions and rock expostlitethe east, the landscape

the Coed GwerrRhiw plateauis heavily wooded with limestone outcropslo the north, the fateau/hill fringes
exhibita diverse mosaiof traditional farmlandvith contrasting pockets of rough grassland, wetland, bracked
gorse,punctuatedby traditional farm buildings.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP datalentifies that:

A All three units thamake up mostofi KS 9! SEKAO6AG F WY2RSNI G

A The rarity of theHillside & Scarp SlopesMosdiy A it A a O2y & A RS NEB Riclidées
characteristic features and qualities that are unique, exceptionally uncommoareathe best
example The twoHillside & Scarp Slopes Grazitmy A G4 ' NB aaSaaSR |

A The condition of the twdillside & Scarp Slopes Grazitey A i & A & | & & $Hilsid8 &
Scarp Slopes Mosaimit is not assessed.

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F fFyRAOILIS O2yRAGA2Y A& SAGK

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

Landscape

It A On the more pronounced area dirlestone hills the landscape exhibits a distinctive fold
quality

topography, with a strong pattern of prominent bluffs and crags.

A Onthe settled plateathill fringes, there is a diversand intactmosaic of traditional farmland witt
small regular serrimproved fieldsandhay meadowsand a scattered pattern afell-maintained
traditional farm buildinggnd cottages.

A On the wooded plateau, geometninixed woodlandends to bedominated by conifersalthough
some recent broadeaved planting has takguace.

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA a

A Former quarry sitedetract from the quality of their locality

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesserbdisim-
high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

Scenic A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitt and the larger of thédillside & Scarp Slopes Grazing ur

quality SEKAOAG | WaiNRy3Q 4 Sifsalse ap Sldpeb Crévimt asdesséd a
WY2 RSN G500
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A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaiéi I aaSaaSR | & Kdistifidtiwaigss ngd thét
two Hillside & Scarp Slop&azingdzy Aila NS 020K WKAIKQOD

A TheHillside & Scarp SlopesMos&iE KA 6 A G & |y W2 dzi & ( | HilRide & 3crg
Slopes Grazindzy A ia WKA3IKQ YR WY2RSNIGSQo

The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:

A The highly scenic and distinctive composition of limestone hills with wooded depres
exposed rocky crags and escarpment, contribute to a very a strong sense of place a
associated appreciation of natural beauty.

A The colours and textures odcky outcropscontrasting with pockets abugh grassland, wetlanc
bracken, gorse & scrudidd visual interest, as does the presence of mine chimneys and lime

A The pattern of traditional stone cottages scattered amongst a mosaenall regular fieldsand
hay meadowsxhibits a highly distinctive rural character.

A From the summit of Moel Findeg, there are spectacular vigevess the Alyn Valley to the sumn
of Moel Famau.To the eastthere are uninterrupted views across Flintshire stretching as fa
Merseyside and the Cheshire Plain

Apart from the localised influence of former quarry sites, there are no other incongruous eleme
land uses that notably detract from the wider scenic quality of this unique landscape.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic MIEKA 6 Ala WgAf RQ YR WNBY
Th findings of the field survey identified the following factors:

A The very visible presence of exposed rocky crags and escarpment contribute to a strong s

Relative . . .
. wildness, as do patches of sermatural vegetation.
wildness ) R R . R o o
A ! asSyasS 2F WSELIR2adz2NBEQ Aa Fftaz2z SELISNASYOS
A Thesettled hill fringeshowever, exhibit very little sense of wildness.
Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the experience of natural beauty is assesst
medium-high.
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A All three units exhibit factors relating to the experierafaranquility.
A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiatl of the EAexperiencegyuite
dark night skies
Relative
tranquillity The findings of the field survejsoidentified the following
A Most of the EAs generally tranquillthoughtraffic passing along the network of minor roads b
an effect in places.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the experience of natural beauty is assess
medium.
Natural As illustrated in Figure 14a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/reg
interest important natural designations:

A 7 areas of SSSIs, covering approx. 13.8% of the EA.
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A 49 areas ofAncient Woodlangdcovering approx. 9.8% of the EA.
A 16 RIGSs, covering 9.7% of the EA.
Further desk study resear@nd the findings of the field survajsoidentified the followingfactors

A With a relatively high coverage natural designations, the variety and wealth of natural int
significantly contributes to a strong sense of being close to nature.

A Exposures of limestone escarpment instil a strong sense of naturalness.

A The EA has diverse vegetation covencluding heathlandrough grassland, wetland, bracke
gorseandscruh

A The local nature reserve at Moel Findegisnique example of lowland heathland occurring
high altitude.

A At CoedNercwys the woodland provides an excellent habitat for wildligeich buzzards,
goldcrests and coal titsA marshy area with cotton grass layn Ochiralsoattracts dragonflies
and newts

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess$eghas

Cultural
interest

As illustrated in Figure 14b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following designated
features:

A Scheduled Monument NercwysMountain Cairn (prehistoric ritual/funerary monument).
A Registered Parks and Gardepismall part of Colomendy Park (most of thark is within EA12

and EA10) comprises a L&t8th Century to Miel9th Century landscape with an informal garde
pleasure grounds and a wall garden (Grade II).

A Listed Buildingg, several, all Grade I, including domestic structures (e.g. houses, farmhc
agricultural structures (e.g. cartshed, barn, stable) and industrial structures (e.g.chimeey,
engine houses and lime kiln). Holt Hostel (which provides cheap recreational accommoda
also Listed. Listed Buildings are generally scattered in the north and in the south of the EA

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Manysitesrelatingto extractive industries, including a notable concentratioronésrelating to
lime extraction and burning.

A There are also numerous agricultural sites and some cairns and other prehistitices.

A Several of the HER sites are located within woodland/plantation.

A SomeHistoric Environment Record sitese also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAPLevel 3 Historic Landscape Categdtiesi KS 9! A& Yzald

relating to extractive industries, and Regular Fieldscapes representing late enclosure of

unenclosed hill land, together with some areas of more anciently enclosed irregular fields. The

also substantiahreas of woodland and plantation.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Historic features such as chimneys and lime kilns relating to extractive industries over
period of time.

A Part of Colomendy Park, registered for the historical interest of its small Late E8&tly 19th
Century park and garden, with picturesque woodland walks, rockwork tunnel, walled ga
views of the Clwydian Range, and for its association with the 1&thu@y artist Richard Wilson
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Overall, the contribution of culturdhterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessedraslium-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 14c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 1 area of Public Forest, covering 6.8% of the EA.

A 4 areas of Open Access Common Land, covering 0.8% BA.

A 3 areas of Open Access Country, covering 3.6% of EA.
A

The EA is covered by a relatively extensive network of-eaihected PRoW, with good links
nearby settlements and adjacent EAs.

Recreation Further researctand the findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A In the Public Forest of Coédkercwys(served by 2 car parks), thesge several welsignposted
routes for walkers, cyclist and horse riders.

A There is a short walk that leads through birch woodland to summit of Moel Findeg.

A There are further opportunities to establish cycle routes along quiet rural dragdink with Coed
Nercwys

Overall, the recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of
landscape is assessedtagh.

Summaryevaluation- overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

The large majority of the EA that is designatéational Landscapeetains a high landscape and scenic quality ¢
with a wealth of natural andultural features, this highly distinctive landscape is still considered to meet the te
KFE@Ay3 |y W2dziaillypakiodlar, thé rotkgzidestoneohfid- nukie & Qery important contribut
to this unique landscape. helation to recreationthe EA also offers a very good provision of access opportur
to enjoy a wealth ohatural and culturafeatures, along with some stunning views of the wider landscafiee EA
also lies in quite close proximity to large cerstod population. For these reasons, it is recommended that all of
within the National Landscapghould beincludedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.

With regard to the small patb the southof the EAhat isoutside of theNational Landscapé KS A Y LJ- O
quarry (now closed), notably erodes the landscape and scenic quality of the local area and theitefer
recommended that this should bexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area
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EVALUATION AREA

EAL2: Alyn Valley

Landscape context

Apart from a very small area of land along the eastern boundary, all oAl ValleyEA is dcated within the
Clwydian Range and Dee Valigtional LandscapeEA11 Eryrys Uplangformsa distinctive containing backdro
alongthe eastern boundary, and to the west, the more pronounced elevations of E§dian Range Centjand
EA15 Clwydian Range&out). EA9 \(Vheeler Valley is located to the north, and EAL1Llgntysilio to Ruabor
Mountain) to the south. The EA is formed by an amalgamation of three visual and sensory LANDMAP units,
Hill & Lower Plateau Grazing/ooded Hillside& Scarp SlopesandMosaic Lowland Valleys

To the wesbf the EA, aliverse pattern obvergrown hedges and small wooftsm the lower east facing slopes
the Clwydian RangeThe feld pattern is complemented by linear woodlands following side slope valleys
watercoursesThe central part of the EA is characterisggdalimestone valleyto the south of Loggerheads Count
Park Thevalleyis dominated by the rapidly rising land mass of the Clwydian Range to the west but has i
distinct character dictated by the field patterns and distribution of mature vegetation with occasional gorg
outcrops To the southeast, aseries of low limestone ridges and small linear woods with field cleagixigbit avery
distinctive landscape pattern

Criteria Analysis
With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Allthreeunitsard 34 S3aSR dzyAiad aaSaaSR |a& KI QAy:
A The rarity of the Woded Hillside& Scarp Slopesand the Mosaic Lowland Valleynits are
O2yaARSNEBR (2 0S5 HeRdzichaintte/idd fgatirestand: gaalitidskias
unique, exceptionally uncommon, arethe best example TheHill & Lower Plateau Grazingit
Ad aasSaaSR Fa WKAIKQO
A C2NJ GKS dzyAida (KIG KI@S 0SSy aaSaaSRx f
A Thetrend of landscape condition for thilill & Lower Plateau Grazimgy A G A a I a2
The other two units have not been assessed.
The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
Landscape
. are:
quality ]
A To the southeast of the valley, there is a concentration of Ancient Woodlands relating to a s
of limestone ridges that exhibit a very strong and distinctive landscape pattern.
A Across most of the EA, there & consistent pattern of irregular fields enclosed by int
hedgerows, interspersed with mature hedgerow trees.
A A strong pattern of mature trees and ribbon woodlaridéow the gently meandering River Aly
A The valley containa scattered pattern of welnaintained traditional farm buildingnd cottages.
There are no incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from landscape quality.
Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessetbdisim-
high.
In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A ¢KS T Aff 9 [26SNItflGSHdz DN}YTAYy3 YR az2al
Scenic with the Wooded Hillside& Scarp Slopedzy A 18 FaaSaaSR & WY2RS
quality A TheWooded Hillside & Scarp SlopfsE KA 6A(Ga |y WwW2dziadl yRAyY 3¢
Lowland Valley anHiill & Lower Plateau Graziogy A ia | aaSdaSR I a WK
A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosait SEKA 6 AGA |y wW2dziadl yRAY
g2 dzyAGad aaSaaSR da SAGKSNI WKAIKQOD
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EAL2: Alyn Valley

The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:

A The interplay between the intimate valley flo@entlyrolling woodedvalley sidegnclosed by a
backdrop of the Eryrys Uplands to the east and@heydian Rang® the west,provides a highly
scenic and distinctive composition of contrasting lacapes with a strong sense of place.

A The concentration of Ancient Woodlands limestones ridges to the soutbast of the EA ig
particularly distinctive.

A The $rong patternof irregular pastures enclosed by species rich hedgerows with mature t
and small woodlands contributes to a distinctive and traditional rural scene.

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy, particularly along the wo
stream corridors.

A From areas of higher ground, there are highly scenic views over the valley towards a dist
backdrop of containing uplands.

There are no incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from the scenic quality
EA.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesdadlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A b2yS 2F GKS dzyAda I NBE ARSyWoadediHilstde & Scarp Sldp
exhibits a sense of exposure.

The findings of the field survey identified the following factors:

A A localisedsense of the passing of time and a return to natues be experienced from withi

Relative
wildness the pattern of Ancient woodlands scattered throughout the EA, especially to the smshof the
valley.
A Asa large part othe EA is subject tagricultural managementhe sense of relative wildness
generallyminimal elsewhere
Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assessémivas
medium.
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F (KS dzyAda NS ARSYGATASR A4 0SAY
I WAKSt GSNBRQ ljdzr t Ao
_ A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiatl of the EAexperiencegyuite
Relative dark night skies
tranquillity o ) ) - )
The findings of the field survey identified the following
A The valley is generally peaceful, although less so where main and minor roads pass al
valley floor.
Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaddism.
As llustrated in Figure 15a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
Natural internationally/nationally/regionally important natural designations:
interest

A 2 areas of SAC, covering approx. 0.2% of EA.
A 4 areas of SSShvering approx4.5% of the EA
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EAL2: Alyn Valley

A 152 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 5.7% of the EA.

A 5 RIGS, covering approx. 7.2% of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:

A The exposed limestones ridges to the south of the valley (designated RIGS), exhibit a
natural character.

A Arelatively high coverage of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fau
in their locality, instil a sense of naturalness.

A Species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercourses and roadside
provide biodiversity interest throughout largerts of the valley.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseédiam-
high.

Cultural
interest

As illustrated in Figurgbb (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural featur

A Scheduled Monumentsthree prehistoric sites (Rhe3digre Caves, Moel Llech Round Barrow
Tyny-Mynydd Round Barrow) and one Medieval defensive site (Tomen y Faerdre Castle M

A Registered Parks and Gardeppart of Colomendy Park (the majority of tipark is within EA12
and EA10). Colomendy comprises a LEth Century to Miell9th Century landscape part wit
an informal garden, pleasure grounds and a wall garden (Grade II).

A Conservation AreasLlanferres and Llanarmeyn-lal historic villages with medieval origins.

A Listed Buildingsg numerous, often clustered in historic villages including Llanferres
Llanarmonyn-1al Conservation Areas. They include historic bridges over the River Alyn, as
many buildings including churches, chapels, houses, schools, farm buildings and halls. Eliz
house of Bodidris and its stable block and cottage are Grade Ilbthglis are Grade II.

With regard toHistoric Environment Recorsites the EA includes:

A Awide range of features associated with the valley landscape, including bridges, mills, farm
boundaries as well as settlements.

A Distinctive to this EA are the number of cave sites, some of which have been excavated tg
evidence of human occupation.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes
A Irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric and character)

A Designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fab
character).

A Small areas of marginal land (often contains relatively high proportions of prehistoric remair
industrial archaeology).

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Tomen y Faerdre Castle Mound is the remains of a motte and bailey castle, thought to hav
built by Owain Gwynedih 1149 in connection with his annexation of Powys. It was then te
by lorwerth Goch ap Maredudd of Powys and burnt in 1157, and later restored and ditch
King John of England in 1212

A Limestone caves within the Alyn Valley provide evidence of human use from the Palae
period onwards. Several were excavated in th& C&ntury, revealing human remains, anin
bones, charcoal fragments and flint flakes.
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EAL2: Alyn Valley

A Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as roz
irregularfield boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense of-tieyath.

A As well as Colomendy Historic Park and Garden, Gelli Gynan Ornamental Park and Gat
good local example, although not on the Register.

A Colomendy Park is associated witH"XBentury artist Richard Wilson.
A h ¥ T QMatighal Tréruns through the southern part of the EA.

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessedraslium-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 15c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 4 areas of Open Common and Open Country Access t@vefjng approx3.2% of the EA

A1 aSOGA2y 2 FNatibkaBTrale@ds th@sbuth&rd fjad of the valley and extends it
the Clwydian uplands to the west.

A Most of the EA is covered byr@asonablenetwork of wellconnected PRoW, with links to neart

) settlements and adjacent EAs.
Recreation

Further desk study antthe findings of the field survey also identified the following:
A Theh T ¥ QHatidha@ Tré&lland the large areas of Open Access Land to the east and we
the EA, form an essential part of the recreational enjoyment of this highly scenic valley
surrounding EAs.

Overall, recreational provision and tlssociated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landscap
assessed asedium-high.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution aatural beautyand recreationaévidence

With very nearlyall ofthe EA asignatedasNationalLandscapgthe landscapeetains a high landscape and sce
quality and with a wealth of natural and cultural features, this highly distinctive landscape is still considered t
GKS GSald 2F KIF@Ay3 |y Inpatidzias thé higR scgni® qualityiofdtiedvalley indkesazd
important contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty, as well as significantly contributing to the recreal
enjoyment from nearby upland landscapes to the east and west of theywaAs suclit is recommended that all 0
the EAwithin the National Landscapshould beincludedwithin the proposedCandidate Areawith the very smal
part of nonNational Landscapexcluded
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EVALUATION AREA

EAL3: Eryrys Slopes

Landscape context

All ofthe Eryrys Slop€dsA is outside of thE€lwydian Range and Dee Valdgtional LandscapeEA11 EryrysUplands
that is mostly located within th&lational Landscapdorms a containing backdrop to the west of the EA, and to
south-east, the EA adjoins EAHape Mountaif. The northeastern EA boundary forms the outer extent of the A
The EA is largely formed by an amalgamation of two visual and sensory LANDMAP units, Héisidey & Scary
Slopes Grazin@ndMosaic Upland & Plateaux

Most of the EA is consists stkep east facing pastoral slopes below the limestplageauof EA11. The slopes exhik
a strong pattern of small to medium sized irregular fields enclosed by thick hedges with significant numbers of
trees and linear watercourse woodlandsurther south, aclosed farmland with hedgerows and hedgerow tre
forms part of a wider limestone plateau

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A 20K dzyAda NS aasSaasSR Fa KFEGAy3a I WY2RS

A 2AGK NBIFNR (2 NINRGEZ 020K dzyAdGa I NB I f 2

A C2NJ GKS Gg2 dzyArAida (KIG KI@S 0SSy |aasSaasSt

A The trend of landscape condition for tiillside & Scarp Slopes Grazimy A G A & | &2
TheMosaic Upland & Plateawnit has not been assessed.

g Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA ar
Landscape| .
quality P A Tothesouthof the EAaline of large pylons that traverse the landscape and its settrilye north
significantly detract from th@revailingrural character of the landscape.

A Most of the landscape consists of intensely managed pastures.

A Hedgerowsare often gappy and degradedr have beermreplaceal with post and wire fencing

A The eplacement of traditional farm buildings with larger modern structwas sometimes appea
unsympathetiowith their local setting.

A Some residential dwellings exhibit a suburban character.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesseadiim.

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A . 20K dzyAtda SEKAOAG | WY2RSNIGSQ asSyasS 27

A ¢KS RAAUAYOGAPSYySaa 2F 020K dzyAda Aa | aas

A ¢KS a0OSyAO ljdZ2fAde 2F 020K dzyAda Aa Ifa

_ Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract fromstbenioquality of the EA are:
Scelr]tlc A As with landscape quality, views of large pylons from most parts of the EA notably detrac
quaiity the appreciation of scenic qualityAs such, there are no particularly scenic views from the EA
towards it.

A Although much of the EA exhibits a prevailing rural character, the consistent pattern of me
sizedirregularenclosures, often with degraded field boundaries, lagkersity of landformand
vegetation cover

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaédism.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |92



EAL3: Eryrys Slopes

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A None of the units are not considered to be remote, exposed or wild.
Relative The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:
wildness | A As nearly all oEA is subject to intensiagriculture with a very limited coverage of sematural
habitat, the sense of relative wildness is very minimal

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EAvis

The LANDMAP data identifies that:

A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Grazidgy At A& ARSYGAFASR +Fa 68
NBEO23dyAasSR a #ualiggAy3d I wakKSt iSNBRQ

A As indicated by the NRW map of Dark Skies and Light Pollution, most of the EA experienc

Relative dark night skies.
tranquillity | The findings of the field survey identified the following:

A The upper slopes are generally quite peaceful although noise and activity in theliongeand
more settled parts of the landscape, along with the visual intrusion of large pylons, signifi
detracts from the experience afanquillity across large partsf the EA.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty is assesséahamedium.

As illustrated in Figuré6a(see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/regio

important natural designations:

A 14 parcels oAncient Woodland Site covering approx. 2.0% of the EA.

A 1RIGS, covering approx. 0.1 % of the EA.

The findings of the field survesoidentified the following

!\Iatural A Although Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fatieér, coverage is
Interest relatively minimal, as is their contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty.

A As most of the landscape has been subject to modification through intensive farming pra
most of the EA exhibits little other natural interest that notably contributes to experienc
natural beauty.

Overall therefore, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess

low.

As illustrated in Figure 16b (see attached A3 figures) thim&édes the following cultural features:

A Conservation Areaspart of Plas Onn, Nercwys.

A Listed Buildings; some Listed Buildings in the northern part of the area, all are domest
agricultural, and include Fron Hall and its associated farm. Tteaped range west of Fron H¢
is designated Grade II*; all others are Grade II.

Cultural A HER sitesnumerous,with many related to mining (quarries, shafts, sandpits, mines, limek
interest ponds, etc.) and agriculture (farm buildings, stable blocks, barns, common land boundary m
etc.). Some are also Listed or otherwise designated

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numeroussites with many related to mining (quarries, shafts, sandpits, mines, limekilns, p
etc.) andagriculture (farm buildings, stable blocks, barns, common land boundary markers,

A SomeHistoric Environment Recomsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.
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EAL3: Eryrys Slopes

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqribe EA includes:

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabr
character).

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Part of Plas Onn Conservation Area and associated Listed Buildings.

A The presence of intact historic landscape features such as roads and irregular field bour
contributes to some sense of tingepth.

A Historic farms with surviving traditional buildings.
A WSYAYRSNA ¢AGKAY G2RI &Qa f-lsgbmah@laredS 2 F LINE
Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assestmd-as
medium

As illustrated in Figure 16c (see attached A3 figures):

A The central part of the EA has a good networkP&oWalthough to the north and south, it i
relatively sparse.

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

Recreation| A Apart from theopportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside via the network of BR
the EA offers very little opeair recreationalprovisionand access to features of natural af
cultural interest.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed dsw.

Summary evaluatior: overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

Although the EA forms an important backdrop to the loWsgng landscape to the east, and a transition to t
National Landscap®® the west, none of the factors that relate to natural beauty are especially strong or appe
Landscape and scenic quality is quite ordinary, and there are relatively few natural and cultural features of i
The strengthof perceptualqualitiesis also very limited. Furthermore, as the EA has very little to offer in provi
access to, and opportunities for, the enjognt of openair recreation,it is recommended thaall of EA shoulde

excludedfrom the proposedCandidate Ara.
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EVALUATION AREA

EAL4: Hope Mountain

Landscape context

All of the Hope MountairEA ioutside ofthe Clwydian Range and Dee ValNational Landscap&lthough a smal
part adjoins it at the boundary of EAL17. All other boundaries of the EA form the outer extent of theAkoS§.
the southwestern boundary, the EA adjoins parts of EAE®/fys Slop@sEAL7 I(lantysilio to Ruabon Mountajir
and EA18Rhos Slom. The large majority of the EA is formed by an amalgamation of thvimsaic Rolling
Lowlandvisual and sensory LANDMAP units, a Wooded Lowland Valley unit Hilside & Scarp Slopes Mos¢
unit.

As an overview, the character of the EA is quite variddpe Mountainconsists of an elevatedhiestoneridge

with steep east facingastoral slopes and gentler western slopes. There is a pattern of small to medium
irregular fields enclosed by hedges and thin woodlands. the southof the ridge, there is amixture of semi

natural moorland, rough grassland and pasture, with the steap@vescovered in woodlangscrub and bracken
To the southof the ridge,the narrow wooded valleys dflanfynydd and Hopexhibit somevery steep slopes
enclosinga narrow flat valley floowith pastoral farmland in small field3 o thenorth of the valleysthe landscape
has a gentlyolling landform withfarmlandcharacterised by strong pattern of small regular and irregular shag
pastoral fields enclosed by thick hedges with tre€e.the northwest, there iggently rolling farmland with mediun
sized improved grassland & arable fielthedges are low cut with some hedgerow treasd tere are small block:
of woodland and some areas of wetter pasture with gor3e.the northeastof the EArolling lowland farmland
with wooded estateslopestowards River AlynBlocks of mixed plantatioare prominent on valley sidesTo the
southrwest, open upland ridgeexhibit amixture of seminatural moorland, rough grasslarehd large sized
improved grassland fieldaJong with areas of forestry and scrub.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A 1ff dzyaAda SEKAOGAG | WKAIKQ AyiSanNndGe |yl
whichisk 8 4SaaSR & Wf2g

A The rarity of theWooded Lowland ValleynitA & | 8aSaaSR | & WKA3IK(
Fa WY2RSNI G6SQo

A ¢KS tFyRaOlILIS O2yRAGAZ2Y 2F Ftf dzyAida NIy

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F I yRAOILIS O2yRAGAZ2Y FT2NJ I f§
Mosaic Rolling Lowlardzy A 1 & 6 KA OK A& WRSOfAYyAy3aQod

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:
Landscape

quality A Theopen upland ridgeat Hope Mountainexhibitsa mixture of seminatural moorland, rough

grasslandandlarge improved grassland fields, with the steeper edges covered in woadlan:

A Seep east facing pastoral slopes below the limestone plateehibita strong pattern of smal
to medium sized irregular fields enclosed by thick hedgath significant numbers of mature
trees and linear watercourse woodlandssociated with a number of parklands.

A Towards the centre of the EA, an areagehtly rolling lowlandxhibits a strong patternf small
regular and irregular shaped pastoral fields enclosed by thick hedges with a®esll as intac
riparian woodlands.

A To the south of the EA, rarrow sinuous vallegccupied by the upper tributary of the River Al
the Nanty-ffrith , and theLlanfynydd and Hope valleye the north, exhibit a good coverage ¢
woodlands

Incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from the landscape quality of the EA
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EAL4: Hope Mountain

A In many places to the north and west, hedgeroar® gappy and degradedy have been
replacel with post and wire fencing

A On some steep scarp slopes, sematural habitat is subject to bracken encroachment.
A In places, theemains of quarrying and miniragtivity are evident

A To the southwest of the EA, a line of large pylons that traverse the landscape and its sett
the north, significantly detract from the prevailing rural character of the landscape.

A Somevillages andesidential dwellings exhibit a suburban character.
A In places, the impact of horsiculture weakens the landscape structure and rural character

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessettdmim-
high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The sense of place within th&ooded Lowland ValleynitA & I a4S&daSR | &
dzyAda aasSaaSR Fa WY2RSNIGSQo

A Thedistinctivenessofalhita A& aadSaasSR a WY2RSNI (SQ«¢
A TheWooded Lowland Valleynit SEKA 6 A& I WKAIKQ &AO0SyAOd |

WY2RSNI 6§SQo

The featuresaind qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural bea
are:

A The wooded nortkeasterly facing scarp slopes of Hope Mountain

A The narrow wooded Llanfynydd and Hope valleys are particulatinctive ancexhibit a strong
sense of intimacy and enclosure.

A The area ofjently rolling lowlandowards the centre of the EA has a strong rural character
from elevated areas to the east, the composition of intact enclosed pastures and linear riy

woodlands is particularly distinctive.
Scenic

quality A On east facing pastoral slopes below the limestone platethe pattern ofirregular fields

enclosed by thick hedgesvith significant numbers of mature trees and linedparian
woodlands forms a scenic composition.

A Similar to landscape quality, the scenic quality of the more elevated areas and assc
wooded valleys to the south, is notably more scenic than the farmed landscape to the nort
west of the EA.

A Although most of the northern landscape is less scenic, the presence of twoRagjstered
Parks and Gardemsake a valuable contribution to the scenic quality of their locality.

A From some limited areas of open ground, there are highly scenic views over the heavily w
Nanty-ffrith valley.

A From a viewpoint withiwauny-llyn Country Parkthere are long views tbeeside, Chester an
Liverpool

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A To the southwest of the EA, an area of upland fringe landscape with geometric forestry ap|
quite featureless, and with Ene of largepylons, the scenic quality is not particularly strong.
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EAL4: Hope Mountain

A Although theHillside & Scarp Slope#fer some long range views over lowlging ground to the
north and west, these are not especially scenic as in most cases, areas of extensiy
development, including some prominent industrial uses (outside of EA), notably detract
their apprecation.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessatbdisim-
high.

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A b2yS 2F (GKS dzyada I NB I aakisideRrScarpsSlopesSMogat
ARSYGATASR a 0SAy3a WSELRASRQO®

The findings of the field survey identified the following factors:

A With areasof seminatural habitd, a sense of remoteness and exposeen be experienced
from areas of higher ground.

Relative
wildness
A Although the sense of relative wildness is genenadigy minimal withinmostlower-lying parts,

seminatural vegetation along small watercourses and patches of Ancient Woodland contt
to a sense of naturalness in their locality.

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assesskmvas
medium.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:

A Only theWooded Lowland Valleyzy A it A& ARSYGATASR & o0SAy

A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutithe western parts of the E;
experiencequite dark night skiesbut tothe east, much less so.

Relative Thefindings of the field survey identified the following

tranquillity | 4 pockets of relative tranquility can be found within some rural parts in the centre of the E
well as within mostlevated areaso the eastand associated wooded valleys to the sauth

A To the west and north however, busy roads, settlement, along withvitieal intrusion of large
pylons, significantly detract from the experience of tranquility across large parts of the EA

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the Edvéslium-high.

As illustrated in Figure 17a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll(
nationally/regionally important natural designations:

A 1SSSkovering approx0.2% of the EA
A 167 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 6.5% of the EA.

A 8 RIGS, covering approx. 0.7 % of the EA.
Natural

interest The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciatic

natural beauty are:

A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlansispportsa range of woodland flora and fauna, ai
especially within the central and southern parts of the EA, the distinctive presence of
valley/riparian woodlands make a valuable contribution to the experience of natural beaul

A On the steep scarp slopes, areassefninatural moorlandand rough grasslandontribute to
sense of naturalness.
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A At Wauny-llyn Country Parkthere is a small lake surrounded by sematural vegetation and
woodlands.

A In less intensively farmed areas, species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associatt
watercourses and roadside verges, provide biodiversity interest.

A Birds of prey are frequently seen circling above areas of higher ground.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddism.

The southern part of the EAis within the DyffrynClwyd Registered Landscape of Outstandi
Interest. As illustrated in Figure 17b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following ¢
features:

A Scheduled Monuments numerous, covering an exceptionally wide range of periods and ty
reflecting the long history of occupation and travel in this area. They include several preh
round barrows and Carregllech standing stone, Caer Estyn kAge hillfort, a Romar
200dzL- GA2y &aAGS 4 CFNARGKI aGNBGOKSa 27
Castle, and two medieval/post medieval bridges, including a packhorse bridge at Caergw

A Registered Parks and Gardenthere are a series of Registered Parks and Gardens alon
eastern edge of the EA: Leeswood Hall (18th Century transitional formal/informal land:
garden¢ Grade I); Hartsheath (19th +20th Century landscape park witmdband informal
gardenc Grade Il); Plas Teg (17thCentury and 19th Century with courtyard entrance, v
garden, shrubberies and AvenwueGrade 1), and Bryn lorcyn (17th Century walled gard
incorporating a dovecote Grade II).

A Conservation AreasLeeswood Hall, Caergwrle historic core (including the castle) and Trel

village.
A ListedBuildings¢ many and diverse Listed Buildings, including several Listed Giaut II*
Cultural associated with estates. A pack horse bridge is also Grade I. The range of Listed BI
interest including houses, farm buildingsstate buildings, churches, chapels, bridges, shops, schooli

etc. reflect the high level of survival of historic buildings within this settled EA.
With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A A geat diversity of domestic, industrial, agricultural and transport sites across the EA, \
together tell the story of its settlement and exploitation over many thousands of years.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqribe EA includes:

A Most of the EA is characterised by irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributi
landscape fabric and character). Within these are areas of designed landscapes, wot
extractive industries and nucleated settlements. The nucleatedese#nt of Caegwrle (and
its contiguous settlement of Hope which is outside the EA) is identified as being Outstanc

To the west othe village of Hope, the EA also includ®arkA y G KS t I a  Q ZbuildingL
the first entire timber auxiliary fort using authentic techniques and materthks first Roman fort to
be built in Britain in almost 2,000 years

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A The historic settlement of Caergwrle, withdaamatically sitedmedieval castle and IreAge
hillfort on either side of a steep valley crossed by a historic bridge.
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A The series of historic estates on the western side of the Alun Valley, generally dating frc
17th-19th Century and providing examples of different stages and styles of designed lands
They also have group value with their associated houses, fagstate buildings and garde
features.

h T Qancluslidgls&tions of surviving earthworks.
Roman settlement site at Ffrith, on the narrow valley floor of the steeply incised River Ce(

Chain of Bronze Age barrows on the eastern valley side above the River Terrig.

> > > >

Diverse fieldscapes, deeply dissected by stream and river valleys. Predominantly iri
fieldscape types also include woodland, nucleated settlement, extractive industries
designed landscapes. The intact historic landscape features and field bioesidantribute to
scenic quality and a strong sense of time depth.

A Caergwrle Castle built by Dafydd ap Gruffydtie Caergwrle Bowl (dating from the Bronze £
and made of shale, tin and gold, with markings thought to represent a ship) was discovere
in 1823.

Overall, the contribution of culturdieritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assessededium-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 17c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A Wauny-llyn Country Park, covering approx. 0.6% of the EA.
A 1 area of Open Country and Open Access Lemwkring approx0.6% of the EA

A The EA has a relatively extensive amell-connectednetwork of PRoW, with good links t
nearby settlements.

Recreation| The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A At Wauny-llyn Country Parkthere is acircular walkthat starts froma car parkthat leadsup to
the high point on the mountain.There are also footpaths from the settlements tébpe and
Caergwrle

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land:
within the EA is assessedrasdium.

Summary evaluatior: overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

The landscape associated witope Mountain as well as the wooded valleys to the south and the more rural ¢
towards the centre of the EA, exhibit a notably higher landscape and scenic quality than the northern pa
the upland fringe landscape to the soutest of the EA. Although theseome scenic parts might have son
LRGSyaAart G2 YSSG GKS (Sad 2F wW2dziadlyRAYy3IQ Yyl
between these areas and thidational Landscapeoundary further to the west is of much lesser quality, a coher
and sufficient tract of connecting high quality landscape cannot be identified. Notwithstanding this key
apart from the Country Parknd the network of PRoWhe EA has little to offer in providing access to, &
opportunities for, theenjoyment of operair recreation Consideringll these factorsijt is recommended that al
of EA should bexcludedfrom the proposedCandidate Area.
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Extensive woodlands along western slopes of Hope Mountain ' ScerlidNaatydiréh valley

Looking west over rural interior Highly distinctive eastern slopes

Pylons and weak landscape pattern to west Upland fringe to soutiwest

View of Coed.lai Large industrial units towards Chester
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EVALUATION AREA

EAL5: Clwydian Range South

Landscape context

All of the Clwydian Range SoufbA is within theClwydian Range and Dee ValNgtional Landscape The upland
landscape continues to the north where the EA adjoins EA®ydian Rang&€entra), and to south, where it
transitions to EA17LIantysilio to Ruabon Mountain)EA12Alyn Valleyis located to the east, and to the west, tt
much lowerlying EA7 Yale of Clwyd DenbigRuthin). Approximately half of the EA consists of Emposed
Upland/Plateatand Hillsvisual and sensory LANDMAP uwiith the other half a_ower Plateau & Scarp Slopgst.

As an overviewthe EAis defined bya prominent undulating ridgevith a sriesof uplandhills covered inheather,
gorse and brackenTo thewest of the distinctive uplandsteep hillside slopes are characterised by a relatiseiglt
scalefield pattern dominated by largely overgrown hedges and occasional small broadleaf woodEmeslogs
are bisected by narrow often well vegetated stream valleys descending for the upper slopes of the adjacent

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢KS AYyGSaNARGe FyR ljdza tAGe 2F 6020G4K dzyAda
A ¢KS NIXINRGEe 2F o020GK dzyAda A& aasSaaSR | &
A The landscape condition of thHexposed Upland/Plateaand HillsA & I & & SaasSR |

Lower Plateau & Scarp Slopes UHiY 2 RS NJ U SQ®

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F tyRaOlILS O2yRAGAZ2Y T2NJ 062
The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

Landscape | A Across most parts of the exposed uplands, there are extensive areas ehatmal moorland
quality vegetation although in places, this is subjecstwubandbrackenencroachment.

A Along most parts of the steep western scrap slopes, where the landscape is characterise
relativelysmallscalefield pattern dominated by largely overgrown hedges, management app
extensive rather than intensive, with livestock farming predominating.

A Along the lower slopes of western scarp catseredpattern of stonecottagesand farm buildings
tend tointegrate well with the surrounding rural landscape.

A Steep sided valleys are well vegetated.

There are no incongruous elements or land use that notably detract from landscape quality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesskigjlas

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A .2GK [26flYyR dzyAlla SEKAOGAG I wWadiNRy3IQ as$
A ¢KS RAalUAYOGADGSYySaa 2F 020K [2¢6fFyR dzyAd
A ¢KS a0OSyAO ljdz2 ftAdGe 2F 020K [2¢flyR dzyAida
Scenic The features and qualities which maksignificant contribution to the appreciation of natural beau
quality are:

A The interplay betweea very distinctive series of smooth rounded uplands, including those w
EA (Clwydian RangeCentra), and the associated incised valleys, exhilgtdighly scenig
composition of contrasting landformsvith a very strong sense of place.

A Theuplands form a verprominentand highlyscenic backdrop to adjacent settled lonareas
particularly to the west where they rise dramatically above the Vale of Clwyd.
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EAL5: Clwydian Range South

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy.
A The colours and textures of extensive heather moorland add to the visual interest.

A From areas of open ground to the west, there atanning views across the Vale of Clwyd
Snowdonia

A From other areas of open higher ground, there are long distance scenic views of interl
uplands and valleys, and to east, over the Alyn Valley towards a backdrop of the Eryrys Uy

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A To the east of thé&A a tall lattice telecoms magbcallydetracts from the upland landform.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesdadlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A TheExposed Upland/PlateaandHillsA & ARSYGAFTASR 4 0SAy3 Wy
Relative The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

wildness A With extensive areas sfeminaturalmoorlandhabitats the exposed and remote uplands exhi
a verystrong sense ofvildness.

Overall the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dtas

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A 204K dzyAGa NS ARSYUGATASR & 0SAy3a WiNly
A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@ti of the EAexperiences dark

Relative night skies

tranquillity | The field survey identified the following

A With a relative absence of settlement and development, a strong sense of tranquility ¢
experienced from nearly all of the EA.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EAgb.

As illustrated in Figure 18a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/reg
important natural designations:

A 66 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 6% of the EA.
A 1 very small RIGS, covering approx. 0.02 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n

Natural beauty are:

interest A Extensiveupland areas of semnatural heather moorland vegetation exhibit a ging sense of
naturalness.

A The heather moorland providecellent nesting and feeding areas for upland bi@éparticular
importance is the black grouse, one of the rarest birds in WalBsizzards and kestrels a
frequently seen circling overhead.

A The upland ridge and peaks rise467m at Moel Gyw and from lowelying areas, their profile
forms a very distinctive landform feature.
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A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and faun
along the western slopes, their concentration in narrow valleys significantly contribute tc
experience of natural beauty.

A Within other incised glens, the higitoportion of trees, woodland and other vegetation notak
contribute to a strong sense of naturalness.

Overall, the contribution ofatural interestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessethigh.

As illustrated in Figure 18b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural fea

A Scheduled Monumentsthree prehistoric round barrows (Moel y Plas, Moel Llech and Moel C
and Coed Henblas medieval moated site.

A Listed Buildingsg afew Listed Buildings, reflecting the very light settlement of this predomina
upland area. The Listed Buildings include houses, a farm and a chapel. All are Grade II.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recorthe EA includes:

A Types of sites that generally reflect the underlying topograglsites present in upland area
include tumuli, enclosures and historic field boundaries, whilst those on the lower slopes
periphery of the EA include houses, farm buildings, limekinssheepfolds.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsitesare also Listed or otherwise designated.

A Medieval park of Bathafarn and part of G&lynan ornamental park and garden are recordec
the HER but are not on the Register.

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes:

A A high proportion of rarginal land Which often containsa relatively high densitgf prehistoric
remains and industrial archaeologyljhe marginal land is identified within LANDMAP as b
Outstanding.

Cultural
interest A Sometregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric and chara
The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:
A Extensive area of upland unenclosed land forming the southern part of the Clwydian Rang
Bronze Age barrows on hill summits are consistent with the pattern of prehistoric monun
elsewhere along the ridge of the Clwydian Range. There is alsnegidé upland subsistenc
around Moel Llanfair.
A Wellpreserved medieval moated homestead site north of Graig fechan, and other examp
historic farms on lower slopes associated with irregular fieldscapes.
A Bathafarn (medieval park of the Lordship of Ruthin) is recorded in the HER though not
Register. It was divided into fields in the posédieval period. A document of 1592 descrik
boundaries, the character of the park and the evolution of thelkrape which may still be trace
today.
A h ¥ FI QHMatidhal Trélrunning along the ridgeop.
A The summits of the Clwydian Range provide inspiration to a wide range of contemporary
FYR 6NAGSNES AyOfdzRAYy3I (Kz2a$S Ay@d2t SR Ay
Overall, the contribution of cultural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaeédiam-
high.
R . As illustrated in Figure 18c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
ecreation

A 3 areas of Open Access Countigyering approx9.2% of the EA
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A A section of theh ¥ F | QBatidhal Traéleads through thenorthern part of the EA

A Althoughthe network of PRoWis rdatively sparse there are several links to the T I Q2
National Trail.
Further desk study and the findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Considering the relatively large proportion of Open Access Land afd #he | QMatidhia Trefl
leads through the EA, there is a good provision of accessible opportunities to explore anc
the stunning natural beauty of these uplands.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed amedium-high.

Summary evaluatiort overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

With all of the EAlesignatecasNational Landscapenost of the landscapeetains a high landscape and scenic qua
FYR gAGK I ¢SIEGK 2F ylFGdz2NI £ FyR Odzf GdzNF € FSF G dzNd
natural6 S | dhii rél&@ion to recreation, there is good provision ofrelatively widespreadpportunities to enjoy
this stunninguplandlandscapeand its associated wealth of natural and cultural interést.such, it is recommende
that all of EA should biecludedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.
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Exposed upper farmed slopes and upland Highly distinctive backdrop of upland landform

Contrast of farmed slopes and backdrop of Central Uplands Wellvegetated valley

' ighy senic views ovawII-Gtowrds Mynyd MnyId Extensive views west of the Vale of Clwyd

Rural lane leading down to incised valley Unspoilt upland farmland
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EVALUATION AREA

EALG: PwIl-Glas

Landscape context

The PwIFGIAsSEA is located to the south of Ruthin, and all of the landscape is outside Giwhyelian Range and De
ValleyNational Landscape Along the nortkeastern boundary, there is a gentlensition to EA7 \(ale of Clwyd
DenbighRuthin), and to the soutkeast, a more abrupt transition to EA1EIvydian Range Soytland EA17
(Llantysilio to Ruabdn The western EA boundary forms the outer extent of the AoS boundary, the northern p
which, follows the A949. To the south of the A949, the small village of Llanelidan lies om&stthn boundary.
In relation to LANDMAP, the EA is formed by an amalgamatidoafded Hill & Lower Plateaivlosaic Lowland
Valleys Open Hillside & Scarp SlopesndHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosgisual and sensory units.

As an overview, the landscape to the north of the EAwgeth wooded hilly landscape with occasional outcrops
limestone. Thisarea has a very distinct pattern of woodlawhich largely follow the underlying topography in ban
running north south To the west of the wooded hills, a smathoded valleywith a prevailing parkland characte
accommodates th&iver Clwyd To the south of the EA, the landscape is more open and exhibits a distinctive p
of small hills withwooded dels.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A TheMosaic Lowland ValleyYSEKA 6 AG& | WKAIKQ AyGSINRMGE
laaSaaSR a WY2RSNI GSQo

A The rarity of thewooded Hill & Lower Plateaand Mosaic Lowland Valleysits is assessed a
WKAIKQS gAGK (GKS 20KSNJ (g2 dzyAia |aas S

caa

w
Q)¢
Qx¢
U» ax
¢ Qx

A The landscape condition of tHdosaic Lowland Valleydzy A i A &
units have not been assessed.

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F tFyRaoOlILIS O2yRAGAZ2Y F2NJ I ff
The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural bea
are:

Landscape A Within the northern part of the EA, there is a concentration of Ancient Woodlands relating
quality series of limestone ridges that exhibit a very strong and distinctive landscape pattern.

A In lowerlying areasthere isa consistent pattern of irregular fields enclosed by largely in
hedgerows, interspersed with mature hedgerow trees.

A Areas of well managed parkland with mature trees and woodlands.

To the south, wergrown hedgerows givéhe impression of strong tree cover

S

A A strong pattern of mature trees and ribbon woodlarfddow the gently meanderin€lwydand
Morwynionrivers.

A Ascattered pattern of welmaintained traditional farm buildingnd cottages.

There are no incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from landscape quality alt
the effect ofAsh dieback could have a majduture impact on landscape quality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesskigjlas

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A TheWooded Hill & Lower Plateaand Mosaic Lowland/alleysdzy A i1 & SEKA 6 A (i
place, with theOpen Hillside & Scarp Slopasd Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitts assessed a
WY2RSNF G6SQo

Scenic
quality
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A The distinctiveness of th#&Vooded Hill & Lower Plateaand Mosaic Lowland Valleysnits is

FaaSaaSR a WKAIKQYS gAGK GKS 20KSNJ (62 dz
A 1 ff F2dzNJ dzyAGa SEKAOAG T WKAIKQ &a0SyA0 |
The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:

A The interplay between intimate valley flagreavily wooded ridges and rolling hifisovide a
highly scenic compositigmparticularly when viewed from areas of higher ground to the east.

A The concentration and the northouth alignment of Ancient Woodlands are particula
distinctive, as are areas of designed parkland.

A To the northeast of the EA, a series of rugged limestone cliffs rise above wooded pastures

A A drong patternof irregularpastures enclosed by species rich hedgerows with mature trees
small woodlands contributes to a distinctive and traditional rural scene.

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy.

A Towards the south of the EA, there are highly scenic views towards a distinctive backdrop
Llantysiliomountain and the Berwyn uplands beyond.

There are no incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality a
associated appreciation of natural beauty.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesdadlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F (GKS dzyAda NS ARSYGATASR & 0SAY

Relative The findings of the field survey identified the following factor

wildness A With an extensive coverage of Ancient Woodlands and mature trees lining field bounda
strongsense of the passing of time and a return to natisrexperienced throughout the EA.

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assessémvas
medium.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:

A b2yS 2F (GKS dzyAda NS ARSYGATASR & 0SAyY
I waKSt SNBRQ ljdzZ tAdGed

A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiati of the EAexperiences dark

Relative night skies

tranquillity | The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

A Most of the EA is very peaceful, particularly where woodlands and matures trees provide a
sense of rural intimacy.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddism-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 19a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following nationally/reg

important natural designations:
Natural

interest A 129 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 20.9% of the EA.

A 1 SSStovering approxs.8% of the EA
A 3 RIGS, covering approx. 1.7% of the EA.
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Thenaturalfeaturesand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of naty
beauty are:

A A very high coverage of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fauna
their locality, they instil a strong sense of naturalness.

A A series of rugged limestones cliffs exhibit a strong natural character in their locality.

A Species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercourses and roadside
provide biodiversity interest throughout most of the EA.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseédiam-
high.

The northeastern part of the EA is within the Vale ©@fwydRegistered Landscape of Outstandi
Historic Interest. As illustrated in Figurd9b (see attached A3 figures) the Edso includes the
following cultural features:

A Scheduled Monumentg Craig Adwywnt prehistoric camp and Tom Dongen prehistoric rou
barrow.

A Registered Parks and Garden&yarth House (20Century informal garden with rock garde
island beds and a walled garden) and Eyarth Hall (L&t&€&@tury onwards terraced garden wi
ornamental spring and pond). Both Grade I

A Nantclwyd has a parterre garden, and extensive parkland grounds including a lake and wo
but is not Registered.

A Conservation Aregq Llanelidan village.

A Listed Buildinggnumerous, with clusters at Llanelidan village and Nantclwyd Hall. They r
the history of settlement in the area, with many domestic buildings, along with estate build
agricultural buildings, churches chapels, school, etc. The church ofi&t EiGrade II* alon
with houses at Pey-Graig farmhouse, Plaschaf, Nantclwyd Hall, Ty Cerrig and Pi@lallod. All
other buildings are Grade II.

Cultural With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

interest p . . C '
A Numerous sites reflecting the estate landscapes, as well as historic villages and field pa

former railway lines and industrial sites, particularly associated with watercourses (e.g. s
and flower mill on the River Clwyd).

A Several structures have also been identified within woodlands.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes

A Extensive areas of designed landscape, where parkland and estate landscapes contri
landscape fabric and character.

A There are also large areas of irregular fieldscapes where historic field patterns contrib
landscape fabric and character.

Theculturalfeaturesand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natu

beauty are:

A Iron Age hillfort at Craig Adwygmt, located on a ridge of land between two tributaries of t
RiverClwydand utilising natural clifines within its defensive earthworks.

A Several historic estates, with houses often set within landscaped grounds, although not
grounds are Registered. Listed buildings and garden structures add group value
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designations, and the designed estate landscapes with parkland, gardens, trees and wo
add to the distinctive character of the area.

A Irregular organic enclosures over a large area of the Vale of Clwyd possibly representing the
inheritance system of gavelkind, fossilised in the predominantly small and irregular field pa

A Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as roz
irregularfield boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense of-tiegth.

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessedraslium-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 19c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A Avery extensive and watbnnected network of PRoW.

Therecreationalfeatures and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciatio
natural beauty are:

A The extensive network of PRoW provide many opportunities to explore and enjoy this

. peaceful rural landscape.
Recreation

A There are good footpath and bridleway links to adjacent EAs that are included witiidhesed
Candidate Area.

A There are good opportunities to create local circular walks around the network of PRoW, &
as cycle routes around the network of quiet rural lanes.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed asedium-high.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

With a very high proportion and a distinctive pattern of Ancient Woodlands, along with limestone cliffs, small
hills and areas of parkland, the EA exhibits a strong sense of fdlaoestone cottages and farmsteads also mak
notable contribution to sense of place, and a strong pattern of irregular pastures enclosed by species rich hec
with mature trees and small woodlands, contribute to a very rural and intimate experiefiatrong timedepth is
also experienced throughout the EA. Altigh recreational opportunities are largely limited to the quiet enjoym
of the countryside via the PRoW network, this is very extensive andcamfiected. There are also goc
opportunities to further enhance the network to establish locally promotedwtar routes that link with the town o
Ruthin, as well cycle routes along the quiet rural lan&s.such, it is recommended that nearly all of EA shoul
includedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.

The small area recommended fexclusionlies to the north of the A949 where a golf course detracts from
appreciation of natural beauty. Further north towards Ruthtnis considered that thipart of the EA does not
constitute a sufficient tract of land to form a coheredésignated area at the landscape scale, especially as
landscape to the north oDyffryn Clwydwithin EA7 Yale of Clwyd DenbighRuthin is recommend for Candidat
Areaexclusion
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n age Distinctive limestone cliffs

Rolling hills -triskdufreld boundaries

Enclosed valley floor High coverage of Ancient Woodlands

Parkland character
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EVALUATION AREBEA

EAL7: Llantysilio to RuaboriMountain

Landscape context

Apart from a narrow swathe of hillslopes to the west, all of tHantysilio to RuaboMountain EA is within the
Clwydian Range and Dee ValNational LandscapeTo the south, the EA forms a containing backdrop td\tagonall
Landscapeof EA19 Dee Valley and Llangolleand to the east, EA1Rhos Slopg@dorms the outer lowetlying
easterly slopes, the western parts of whiele within theNational Landscape Along the northern boundary, ther
are several upland and lowland EAs that adjoin this landscape, with BNIR\(alley and EA15CIwydian Range
South) forming a northerly continuation of thidational LandscapdheEA largely consists of an amalgamation
several Uplandsisual and sensory LANDMAP aniilong with arOpen Hillside & Scarp Slopasit, and anOpen
Lowland Valleysgnit. There are also small areasvdboded Hillside& Scarp Slopessrazing, and Excavation units

To the eastthe EAncludesRuaborand Esclushanmountain, anopen and expansive upland heather moorland pe
that dominates the surrounding lower lyingndscape. The lowerslopesdisplay an open and well defined agricultu
field pattern gradually changing to the open heather moorland that dominates much of the gbqees To the

south, Llantysilio Mountairforms adistinctive undulating ridgevith spur slopes covered in a mixture of heath
gorse and brackenThe flanks of the upland are deeply incised with hanging valleys and the open moorland su
To the north olLlantysilio Mountainthe farmedMorwynion Valleyexhibitsa distinctivefield pattern with overgrown

hedges and treesTo the north of the valleythe landscape isharacterisedby a series o$trongly undulating hii

with fields enclosed byvell vegetated hedgerows with a high incidence of hedgerow trees.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢g2 2F GKS ' LIXFYR FINBIFaE SEKAOAG F WKAIKQ
Fa WY2RSNI GSQo

A The rarity of theundulatinguplandrid3S A a | aaSaaSR Fa w2dziai
of expansive upland heather moorlatdit 4 SR I & WKAIKQD et 2
WY2RSNI 6SQ NINRGEOD

A ¢KS tIFyRaoOlILIS O2yRAGAZ2Y 2F KIfF 2F GKS
assessed.

A ¢KS GNBYyR 27 FYR&AOFLIS O2yRAGAZ2Y T2 NJOpdn
H|IIS|de&ScarpSIome)\OK I NB WRSOfAYyAy3aQo®

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
Landscape | are:

quality A Along thedistinctive undulating ridgéo the south of theMorwynion Valley there are extensive
areas of heather moorland although in places, this is sultgegbrseand brackerencroachment.

A Extensive areas of openoorlandhabitats also cover thhigh plateauand Ruabon Mountain

A Within the Morwynion Valleythere is a relatively strong pattern of mature hedgerows and tr
although two lines of large pylons notably detract from its rural character.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beautgre:

A The gate quarry atHorseshoe Pagwmtably detracts from the landform of the ridge and is oft
highly visible from the lowelying landscape valley.

A On the uplands to the north of thilorwynion Valley some of the hedgethat enclose a pattern
of medium to large size pastures are overgrown, with ottaften gappy and degradedyr have
beenreplacel with post and wire fencing
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A To the northeast of the EA, a large area of geometric forestry, with some recent felling, con
with the surrounding seranatural vegetation. Within this area, pylons, telecommunicat
masts, fragmented stone walls and some scattered upland frirgesldpment also notably
detract from the quality of the local landscape.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessettdiim-
high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A 1ttt FTNBLFL& 2F ! LX I YR SEKA O AGpén Hillside’& Scl SiopeRd
Openlowland Valleyzy A ia | a4SaaSR a WY2RSNI (SQo

A The distinctiveness of thendulatinguplandridge unit is assessed 862 dzl & (i | Y RA y 3
NI SR a WKAIKQO®

A 1t dzyaAla SEKAOAG F WKAIKQ a0SyAO ljdz £ Al

The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural bea

are:

A The interplay between thdistinctive undulating ridge and spur slop#ise high plateau and mas
of Ruabon Mountain and the broad profile oMorwynion Valleyexhibits a highly sceni
composition of contrasting landforms, with a very strong sense of place.

Scenic A The uplands form a very prominent and highly scenic backdrop to adjacent settled lower
quality particularly to the east wherdRuabon Mountain forms an important landmark within t
southern part of Wrexham Maelor

A The contrasting colours and textures of extensive heather moorland add to the visual inter
A In lowerlyingMorwynion Valleythere is a relative sense of shelter.

A From areas of open ground to the west, there are stunning views overlookiniyltmerynion
Valleytowards a distant backdrop Eryri.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A As with landscape quality, the presence of a large slate quarry and pylons witHifotiveynion
Valleydetracts from the appreciation of scenic quality within the central part of the EA, an
the north-east, forestry and pylons.

Overallthe contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaddism-high.

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A tff dzLX I yR FNBFa I NB ARSYGATASR a SEKAOG
The findings of the field survey identified the following fastor

Relative A Extensive areas of sematural vegetationon Ruabon Mountairand theridgeline of Llantysillic

wildness Mountain exhibit a very strong sense wildness

A As most oMorwynion Valleyis subject to intensiveagriculturg the sense of relative wildness
generally very minimal

Overall,the contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the Edetium-
high.

Relative The LANDMAP data identifies that:
tranquillity | A 223G ' LX YR dzyAGa INB ARSYGAFASR & 0S8SAY
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A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@ti of the EAexperiences dark
night skies

The findings of the field survey identified the following
A Most of the upland areas are very tranquil.

A Within theMorwynion Valleyanetwork ofbusyroadsalong with the visual intrusion pylons limi
the experience of peace and tranquillity.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty is assessedeasum-high.

As illustrated in Figure 20a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following internati
nationally/regionally important natural designatignrsome of which, overlap

A 1 SAC, covering approx. 45% of EA.

A 5 areas of SSSI, covering approx. 45% of EA.

A 62 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 0.9% of the EA.

A 11 RIGSs, covering approx. 0.8 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:

A Extensiveuplandareas of semnatural heather moorland vegetation exhibit a ging sense of
naturalness.

Natural A Covering nearly half of the EA, tlBerwyn a Mynyddoedd de CIwy@PA makes a particular
interest important contribution to the natural beauty of the uplands. The SPA designation (most of

extends further south into th8erwyr), contains the largest stands of upland European dry he
in Wales andsupports the mosextensive tract of neanaturalblanket bogn Wales

A The heather moorland providescellent nesting and feeding areas for upland bi@§particular
importance is the black grouse, one of the rarest birds in WalBsizzards and kestrels a
frequently seen circling overhead.

A The upland ridge and peaks rise 337m at Moel y Gamelin and from lowdying areas, their
profile forms a very distinctive landform feature.

A In contrast to the uplands however, most of therwynion Valleyandscape has been subject
modification through intensive farming practices, and therefore, exhibits little natural inte
that notably contributes to experience of natural beauty.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseghas

The Vale o€lwydRegistered Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest clips the EA boundary
north, and in the south of the EA, Maesyrychen Mountain is within the Vale of Llangollen and Eg
Registered Landscape of Special Historic Interest. However, theityajbthe EA is not within &
Registered Landscape.

Cultural As illustrated in Figure 20b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural fea

interest A Scheduled Monumentg many prehistoric sites, including cairns, barrows, hillforts and a st
circle. Most are in upland locations. There is also a medieval motte and bailey castle at T
Rhodwydd (Castell yr Adwy).

A Registered Parks and GardepPBlas yn lal (Landscape park, informal garden and walled ga
dating from the 19th Century but with earlier origins). Grade II.
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A Listed Buildingg, relatively few, reflecting the largely unsettled upland character of this a
Most of the Listed Buildings are domestic or agricultural and are Grade Il. The church of S
is Grade II*. Plas yn lal House and garden statuealacel isted.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includegsery numerous and variesites

A Those within the highest upland areas reflect changing land uses including cairns, encl
upland subsistence and structures relating to sport (shooting butts, duck pond, etc.).

A Valley sites often relate to settlement and agriculture (e.g. farms, chapels, sheepfolds an
boundaries).

A Also notable are the number of historic quarry sites, and associated tramways, inclines anc
buildings.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landsca@ategoriesthe EA includes:

A Extensive areas of marginal land (containing relatively high proportions of prehistoric remain
industrial archaeology)

A Irregular fieldscapes (containing historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric
character)

A Asmall area of designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to lan
fabric and charactér
The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Earthworks of Moel y Gaer and Cagrewyn Iron-Age hillforts/camps in dramatic locatior
overlooking the Dee Valley (Scheduled Monuments).

A Concentration of Bronze Age funerary monuments (barrows and cairns) in the east of tf
along with a Creigiau Eglwyseg stone circle (Scheduled Monuments).

A Tomen y Rhodwydd (Castell yr Adwy) medieval motte and bailey castle at the head of the
Garth Pass. Its construction is recorded in 1149, and its destruction in 1157.

A Plas yn lal landscape park was laid out and planted in the 1820s, but the grounds (in
woodland) are much older. At 3€B¥0Om above sea level, this is the highest registered hist
park and garden iWVales andccontains many mature parkland trees. It has group value with
associated house and garden statues which are Listed Buildings, and an association with
family.

Rich legacy of mining, quarrying, transport and associated settlement.
Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes, particularly in valleys.
h F T QMatidha Trakrosses this EA between the Dee Valley and the Clwydian Range.

Plas yn lal is the ancient seat of the Yale family (from who descended the Yales of A
including the founder of Yale University).

> > > >

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddism-
high.

As illustrated in Figur2Oc (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
Recreation | A 44areas of Open Acce€ommonLandand Open Countryovering approx47.5% of the EA.
A A section of the ® F | Q dNat®ral| T&ileads through the eastern part of the EA.
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A TheMorwynion Valleyaccommodates a relatively extensive network of PRoW, sétieral links
to areas ofOpen Accesan Llantysilio Mountain.Sections of PRoW also link Ruabon & Esclus
with areas of settlement to the east.

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Considering the large proportion of Open Access Land andiN&S & Sy OS 2 Wationa
Trailthereis an excellent provision of accessible opportunities to explore and enjoy the stu
natural beauty of these uplands.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land
within the EA is assesseddgh.

Summary evaluatior overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

Despite thenegativeinfluence ofsomeincongruous elements and land us#se large majority othe EAretains a
high landscape and scenic quality, particularly the areas of distinctive upl@sdsuch, the E& considered testill
YSSi GKS G(GSad 27 W2 dfparticulay rBldvghaeQextghbive azbkls 6f SFAInlakdza erg sign
contribution to its natural and scenic valudn relation to recreation, there israexcellentprovision ofwidespread
opportunities to enjoy this stunninguplandlandscapeand its associated wealth of natural and cultural interess.
such, it is recommaetted that all of EAwithin the National Landscapshould beincluded within the proposed
Candidate Area.Due to the influence of éine of pylonsand a weak landscape pattetrowever, the lowernon-
NationalLandscapslopes along the western edge of tB# are recommended to excluded
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Diverse moorland habitat Towards Ruabon Mountain

Overlooking theMorwynion Valley Distinctive upland ridgand summits

Backdrop of ClwydiaRange Declining landscape to the nordmast

Large pylon#lorwynion Valley _ ' Sate qrry at Horseshoe Pass
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EVALUATION AREA&

EAL8: Rhos Slopes

Landscape context

All of the upper slopes of thehos SlopasAarewithin the Clwydian Range and Dee VaN&tional Landscapevith

the lower ones outside. EAlLl#éntysilio to Ruabon Mountairadjoins the western boundary, with the easte
boundary forming the outer eastern extent of the AoBie EA is largely formed by an amalgamation of tdiblside
& Scarp Slopes Graziugual and sensory LANDMAP units (covering 60% of EA), along with smaller &idlailef
& Scarp Slopes Mosaldill & Lower Plateau GrazingndOpen/Wooded Mosaic Upland Vallaysits. There are als
very small areas dExcavationUpland GrazingVooded Upland_owlandValleys and Urban¥illage units.

As an overview, the EA is formed by the lowasternslopesof Ruabonand Esclushanmountainthat aretypified
by rolling and undulating topographyith an intricate network of small irregular fieldsnclosed bywell-defined
hedgerowsand mature trees Wooded stream corridoralso lead down the sloped.o the north, the EA also includg¢
the Mineralimestonesarp, anarea of marginal rough grazing with extensive tree caretlimestone outcrog, and
to its north, the heavily woodedipper Clywedog Valley

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢KS AyidSaNaiGe yR ljdatadge 2F Ftt 2F (KIS
Lower Plateau Graziipy A 6 KAOK Aa FaasSaaSR lFa Qf2g¢(

A The rarity of the three larger areas of Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazing and Hillside & Scar
azal A0 dzyAGa Aa I adHE&AGE Platdau GrEzing 4@ ®pendVkodc
Mosaic Upland Valleyzy A 1a | 8aSaaSR I a WY2RSN}IGSQo

A C2NJ GKS Gg2 dzyrAida (GKIFIG KIS 0SSy |aasSaas

A The trendof landscape condition for allusiist 8 8 SdaSR Fa WwOz2yaidl yi

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:

A There is a marked transition in landscape quality betweenNla¢ional Landscapdesignated
upper slopes, and the nefNational Landscapewer slopes.

A Along the upper scarp slopes, there is an intact pattern of smatium sized pastures, withell-

Landscape defined hedgerow boundarieend scattered trees. The landscape also has a relatively strong
quality character, and a consistent pattern of narrow liner woodlands follow small streams leading
the slopes.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A With most of the landscape consisting of intensely managed pastures, the landscape f
along the lower slopes is much weaker. Field boundaries are giippyand degraded or hav¢
been replaced with post and wire fencing.

A The replacement of traditional farm buildings with larger modern structures can somet
appear unsympathetic with their local setting, and some residential dwellings exhibit a sub
character.

A To the north of the EAarmland and rural features are in declirenda line of large pylons tha
traverse the landscape significantly detradétom the quality of the landscapeas doesthe
settlement edge of Coedpoeth.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty is assessethadium.
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In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢KS aSyasS 2F LI IFOS OINASa 0SioSSy WaliNRy
lower-lying areas.

A The three largest areas of Hillside & Scarp Slopes Grazing and Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mo
SEKAOAG | WKAIKQI RAAGAY OGHIASWerPatEau BiaZndzE)
Open/Wooded Mosaic Upland Vallanits.

A Apart from one area oflillside & Scarp Slopes Mos#within the National Landscape that

SEKAOAGA | WKAIKQ &a0SyAO lidzhtAadez £t 240
The featuresaind qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:

A As identified in the LANDMAP assessment, there is a noticeable variation in scenic
Scenic between theNational Landscapepper slopes, and the nedesignated lower slopes.

quality A The prevailing undeveloped character of the upper sldgpgallyprovides a scenitansition to
the backdrop of open uplands in EAlldahtysilio to Ruabon Mountginand there are ng
incongruous elements or land use that notably detract from its appreciation.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of naturabeauty are:

A In contrast however, the lower slopes exhibit relatively little scenic quality; althoughmuch of
it exhibits a prevailing rural character, the consistent pattern of medium sized irre
enclosures, often with degraded field boundaries, lacks diversity of landform and vege
cover.

A The visual intrusion of large pylons, along with a backdrop of extensive settlement in the
lower-lying landscape, also limit its scenic appeal.

Overall, the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessatiasm-high.

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosdity A 18 SEKAOAG W6AfRQ | yR Y
The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

Relative

wildness A Although the sense of relative wildness is generedigy minimal withinlower-lying parts, sermi

natural vegetation along small watercourses and patches of Ancient Wooltiealllycontribute
to a sense of naturalness.

Overall the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assessaédism.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Apart from theHill & Lower Plateau Graziagy A G = | tf 2GKSNA I N5 A

A Asindicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutitite upper slopesxperiencequite

dark night skies
Relative
tranquillity | The field survey identified thiellowing:

A A strong sense of relative tranquility is found within wooded sections of the Clywedog Valle

A Large areas of settlement and busy roads in close proximity to the east of the EA, along w
visual intrusion of large pylons the north, significantly detract from the experience of tranquil
along many parts of the lower slopes.
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Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the Efvéslium.

As llustrated in Figure 2la (see attached Agures) the EA includes the followir
internationally/nationally/regionally important natural designatigreome of which, overlap

A 1 SAC, covering approx. 1.6% of EA.

A 1 SSSI, covering approx. 4.4% of EA.

A 13 parcels oAncient Woodland Sitg covering approx. 2.0% of the EA.
A 6 RIGS, covering approx. 0.4% of the EA.

Natural The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
Interest beauty are:

A Along the upper western fringesrems of semnatural heather moorland vegetation exhibit
strong sense of naturalness.

A The scattered pattern of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and faunz
where these follow small streams, their linear pattdiorms important seminatural features
within an otherwise farmed landscape.

Overall, the contribution ofatural interestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessedhaslium.

As illustrated in Figure 21b (see attached A3 figures) thim&édes the following cultural features:

A Scheduled Monuments; most of the Scheduled Monuments are pestedieval industrial
archaeology sites, including Bersham Ironworks and a concentration of sites around N
including limekilns, lead mine, shafts and mounds. Within the EA there are also two sect
hFTFF Qa 5 8y Ghér prehistBric hilfort.

A Conservation AreasMinerva Conservation Area is entirely within the EA. Penycae and Ber
Conservation Areas are partially within it.

A Listed Buildings Listed Buildings are generally concentrated within the Conservation Area
GKS @lrftSe az2dzik 2F aAySNI o albye I NBE NJ
associated settlement, including ironworks, chimneys, engine émughurches, chapel
cottages, etc. There are also domestic buildings, and several structures associated with
estates. The Church of St Mary and a building at Bersham Ironworks are Grade II*. The
are Grade II.

Cultural

o . A The southern part of the EA is also within the Essential Setting of the Pontcysyllte Aquedt
interes

Canal World Heritage Site.
With regard toHistoric Environment Recorsites the EA includes:

A Many relating to mining/extraction, including numerous shafts, tanks, quarries, limekilns,
tramways, collieries etc.

A There are also some agricultural and settlement sites which are likely tdgieethe industrial
features.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAR_evel Historic Landscape Categori¢ise EA includes:

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape
and character).

A Minera is an Outstanding examples#ttlementassociated with industrial activity.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:
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A { dNBAGAY3T SOARSYOS 2F GKS FINBIFIQa y2iFkof ¢
associated settlement. Minera and Bersham are particularly good examples.

A The landscape around Minera is a complex area of former industry (lead mining, quarryir
metals processing) fringed by associated settlements. Mixed fieldscapes surround settle
which pre and postiate the mining activity.

A Peny-Gaer prehistoric hillfort at the southern end of the EA, overlooking the Dee Valley.

A Extensive areas of irregular field boundaries contributing to scenic quality and the sense-0
depth.

A {SOlA2ya 2F h¥TFIrQa 581S 6AGK GAarotsS SIN

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessedaslium.

As illustrated in Figure 21c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A TheMinera Lead Mine€ountry Parkgovering approx0.6% of the EA.

A 7 small parcels of Open Access Common Lemwkring approx1.5% of the EA
A 12 small areas of Open Access Courtoyering approx0.8% of the EA
A

The EA has a good network of PRoW, particutadynd the villages of Minera and GartAlong
the upper slopes, there are also several links with extensive areas of Open Access wit
Recreation adjacentEAL7 K(lantysilio to Ruabon Mountajin

Furtherdesk study andindings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Apart from the opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of the countryside via the network
PRoWsnd outdoor recreation at the Country Patke EA offerdittle other opentair recreational
provision and access to features of natural and cultural interest.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land
within the EA is assessedrasdium.

Summary evaluatior: overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

Located within theNational Landscapt is clealy evidentthat the highly scenicpper slopesstill meet the test of
W2 dzi ad yRAY 3 and dithduglzhtde provisiéhloidapedir recreation isquite limited, this is a relatively
small area of landscape thét very closdo an extensive area of Open Access within EAlah{ysilio to Ruabor
Mountain). As the upper slopes form a gateway into this area from large centres of nearby poputasithrerefore

recommended thathis partof EA should &éincludedwithin the proposedCandidate AreaHowever, thdandscape
and scenic quality of the lower neNational Landscapaopes is notably weakefThe northern area is also influenc
by pylons, overhead wires and the settlement edgeGufedpoethwhich affects the farmed valley section of tf
Clywedog valleylt isthereforerecommended that tk easternpart of the EA should bexcluded
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Distinctive upper slopes ' - Less distinctive lower slopes

&

“Bdakaénp of up

Large pylons to north of EA Views of extensive settlement to eas

Wooded valley near Minera Scattered built development on lower slopes
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EVALUATION AREA

EAL9: Dee Valley and Llangollen

Landscape context

All of theDee Valley and Llangoll&A is within tke Clwydian Range and Dee Valational Landscapeapart from
small areas of valley floor to the east and west of the EA. A strong sense of containment is provided
(Llantysilio to RuaboMountain) to the north, and to south, by EA2Bd4rwyn Mountains Northand EA22Berwyn
FoothillsNorth). The EA ismostly formed by a largdlosaic Lowland Valleygsual and sensory LANDMAP u
(covering 62% of EA), and smaller areaslitlside & Scarp Slopes MosapenRollingValleysand Open Rolling
Lowland There are also very small areas of Urban/Village units, and a small areas of Extraction.

TheEAis focusedhe valleyof Llangollenwhere themeanderingRiver Dee forms prominent focusNarrow steep

sided valleyare covered witta mosaic of woodland and pasturBurther west, the open valley floovidens,and the
river valley complex carries both the Rivers Alwen and Deghe north, theHorseshoe Pasglleyexhibits adiverse
topography of rounded hills and slopes with plentiful woods and trees. Vegetation cover is, vanigithg from mixed
deciduous woodland on the valley sides and hillocks to an intimate small scale field pattern on the valley fl
lower slopes defined by mature hedgerows with numerous hedgerow treeaddition b several settlementsnost

notably, the picturesque town dflangollenthe valley floor accommodatetwo principal road corridors, as well as
the Llangollen Canal and major freight and passenger rail lines.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A The large area dffosaic Lowland ValleyS EKA 6 A i & | WKAIKQ A yilsdd
& Scarp Slopes Mosaand OpenRollingValleysl 8 aSda SR | a @pea RAihg
Lowlanddzy A & G KF G | OO0O2YY2RI GSa GKS !'p Aa | aa¢
A The rarity of theMosaic Lowland Valleydzy A G A& O2y aA RSNBR nduges
characteristic features and qualities that are unique, exceptionally uncommoaretthe best

example TheHillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitd theOpenRollingValleysunits are assessed &
KFE@Ay3 | WKA DpefRoNibdgNIwiamdy Ay RRf 28 ©

A The condition of all units has not been assessed.

A The trend of landscape condition for the Mosaic Lowland Valleys an@®psa RollingValleys
dzyAda Aa FadaSaaSR a WRSOfAYyAy3dIQI YR T2

Landscape | The features and qualities which make a significant contribution tafigreciation of natural beauty

quality are.
A Along the steep valley sides, there is a high coverage of Ancient Woodlands that exhibit
strong and distinctive landscape pattern.
A Within most of the EA, there is a consistent pattern of irregular fields enclosed by i
hedgerows, interspersed with mature hedgerow trees.
A A strong pattern of mature trees and ribbon woodlarfdow the gently meandering River De
and its tributaries.
A The valley sides contaia scattered pattern of welnaintained traditional farm buildingnd
cottages.
Although the main road and a quarry can have a localised impact in places, there are no other
incongruous elements or land use that detract from landscape quality.
Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesskigjlas
Scenic . . . . - ]
i In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:
quality

A The sense of place for the Mosaic Lowland Valleys and the Hillside & Scarp Slopes units is
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F4 WAaGNRy3IQX NBRAzZOAY 3 (2 WY DpesRulingvalleysahdOPen
Rolling Lowlandinits.
A ¢KS az2alAd0 [2¢flyR xzFftSea FtyR (GKS | Aff
distinctiveness, and for the othertwo lowéré Ay 3 dzyAiasx WY2RSNI GS
A The scenic quality of the Mosaic Lowland Valleys and the Hillside & Scarp Slopes units
FaaSaaSR Fa W2dziadl yRAY3IQ> NBRAzOA yGpenkdling
Valleysand Open Rolling Lowlanghits.

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

A The interplay between the flat valley floand meandering River Dee, and thteep valley sides
with a series of mounds and low hilt®ntainedby a backdrop of the Llantysilio to Ruab
Mountain to the north and the Berwyn Mountains to the south, provides a highly scenic
distinctive composition of contrasting landforms with a very strong sense of place.

A A concentration of Ancient Woodlands on steep valleys sides, interspersed with several de
landscapes, make a particular contribution to the highly picturesque valley.

A The $rong patternof irregular pastures enclosed by species rich hedgerows with mature t
and small woodlands also contributes to a very distinctive and traditional rural scene.

A In lowerlying parts away from the busy road and settlement, there is strong sense of shelte
intimacy, particularly along the wooded stream corridors.

A From areas of higher ground, there are highly scenic and often dramatic views over the
towards a distinctive backdrop of containing uplands. To the west of the valley, views
meandering River Dee are also highly scenic.

A Occupying the summit of a steep conical hill towards the centre of the valley, Castell Dina
Castle forms a very prominent landmark, as does the stunning backdrop of the Egl
limestone escapement

Apart from the busy road and a quarry located high above the valley, there are no incong
elements or land uses that noticeably detract from the scenic quality of the EA.

Overall the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F GKS dzyAia IINBE ARSYGAFASR a KI @

[26f YR I ftSeéa dzyAl A& ARSYUGAFASR I a o6S
The findings of the field survey identified the following factors:

A The rugged backdrop of exposed limestone crags contributessemse of wildness at the hea

Relative of Eglwysegyalley.

wildness A Seminatural vegetation alongvatercoursesand the strong pattern of Ancient Woodland

contribute to a strong sense of naturalness in their logalit

A As most ofother parts of the EA aractively farmedthe sense of relative wildness is genera
veryminimalelsewhere.

Overall the contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EA is asses
medium.

. The LANDMAP data identifies that:
Relative ] o

0 (-1 y3 WiNI yIljdzA
I AfftAARS 9 {OFNLI {f?2

R 0SA
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EAL9: Dee Valley and Llangollen

A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@tl of the EAexperiencegyuite
dark night skiesapart from the landscape around Llangollen and near to areas of settleme
the eastern and western ends of the valley.

The findings of the field survey identified the following

A The raditional farmed landscapie generally very peaceful, particularly towards the heads of
valleys, and from areas of higher ground.

A Near to the busy A5 that leads along the valley floor however, the experience of tranqui
noticeably affected by noise and activity associated lith road andsettlement, particularly
near to Llangollen.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity experience to the natural beauty of the E¥edsum.

As illustrated in Figure 22a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
internationally/nationally/regionally important natural designatigrsome of which, overlap

A 2 SACs, covering approx. 6.4% of the EA.

A 2 SSSlgpvering approx1.9% of the EA

A 442 parcels oAncient Woodland Site covering approx. 11% of the EA.
A 11 RIGS, covering approx. 0.8 % of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:

A The exposed limestone crags and escarpment form very prominent natural features i
backdrop to the valley.

Natural )

interest A The highly distinctive pattern of Ancient Woodlands (some designated SAC) support a goo
of woodland flora and fauna and with a relatively extensive landscape coverage contrib
strong sense of naturalness in thécality.

A TheBerwyn a Mynyddoedd de CIWBAC designation (most of which extends further south
the Berwyn), contains the largest stands of upland European dry heath in \Watesupports the
most extensive tract of neamaturalblanket bogn Wales The heather moorland provide
excellent nesting and feeding areas for upland birds.

A The River Dee SAC supports a wide range of aquatic and riparian habitats.

A Some seepervalleyslopes support a fragmenteut distinctivepatchwork of woodland, scrub
bracken andoughgrasslands.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseghas

The eastern part of th&Ais within the Vale oflangollen and Eglwysdegistered_andscape of

Special Historic InterestAs illustrated in Figure 22b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes t

following cultural features:

A Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal UNESCO World Heritage Site and most of its Essential ¢

Cultural ;
interest A Scheduled Monuments a range of sites from several different periods. Prehistoric sites ing

9t AasS3IqQa tAfEFNE /NIFAI ! NOIKdzNJ YSNB / F ANY
YSRASOIE aArAidSa AyOtdzRRS Gg2 aSOdA 2 yCacis2Abbey
Corwen Churchyard Cross, Llangollen Bridge, and Castell DémasHistmedieval sites include
bridges (Pont Dyfrdwy, Pont Carrog and Pont yiigs), Capel y Rug, Deeside Slateworks
the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct anch@al.
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A Registered Parks and Gardepa series of Registered Parks and Gardens follow the Dee V
These include: Argoedd Hall {1€entury terraced garden and informal woodland groumd
Grade 11); Trevor Hall (1719" Century walled garden and woods with bath hous&rade II*);
Plas Newydd (¥719" Century romantic garden and formal gardenGrade I1*) Vale Crucis
Abbey (Medieval and 18Centuryg Grade I1); Bryntisilio (Formal ®€entury terraced garder
with shrubberiesq Grade II); Llantysilio Hall (189" Century park, informal garden, walle
garden and avenue Grade Il); Vivod (Victorian garden and kitchen gard&rade I1*).

A Conservation Areas Corwen village, Llantysilio estate, Llangollen historic core, Plas Yn Y
and Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.

A Listed Buildings; there are almost 400 Listed Buildings within this EA, covering domg
agricultural, transport, religious, cultural, tourist and industrial sites, as well as estatasse
listed Grade | include: Plas Ucha, Rug Chapel, Llangollen Bridge, Valle Crucis Abbey, Pilla
bS6oNARIS [2R3AS Il GSaszs {4 /1 2ft Sy QAqueddcthid
Trevor Hall.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A An exceptional number of sites, again reflecting the diversity and history of the landscape
this EA.

A Some Historic Environment Record sites akso Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes:
A Irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabric and character)

A Designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fabr
character)

A Marginal land (containing relatively high proportions of prehistoric remains and indu
archaeology).

A There areseveralareas largely within this EA which are identified as being Outstanding his
landscapes, namely: Halton (irregular fieldscape, containing parts of the Pontcysylite
Pontcysyllte (other settlement, containing a diverse range of historical themelsiding
agriculture, parkland and early industrial archaeology); Hendom (military, medieval settle
FYR YAfAGFENE NBIF O2ydlFAyAy3 hgl Ay DfeE&yR
woodland, parkland, bridges and theahfollen Canal aqueduct); Valle Crucis (desig
landscape, including medieval abbey remains and later Park and Gaade§astell Dinas Bra
(military, medieval castle and surrounding landscape)

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Castell Dinas Bn which overlooks Llangollen from the east. It is a medieval masonry ¢
located within the earthworks of an earlier Iron Age hillfort. It occupies the summit of a s
conical hill which is topped liie picturesque ruins of the castle. Castell DinggBvas possibly
built by Gruffyddap Madog son of the founder of Vale Crucis Abbey.

A 18" Century artists JIMW Turner and Richard Wilson painted Castell Diéras Br

A The Cistercian Abbey of Valle Crucis lies near the confluence of the Eglwyseg and the Dee
founded by Madog ap Gruffydd in 1201. The amwed abbey buildings are typical of ma
Cistercian foundations and lie in a secluded river valley surroubgiddrmland. To the north o
the Abbey is a fragmentary"@Century crosg, the Pillar of Eliseg. According to aMCentury
transcription of the nowweathered Latin inscription, itelebrated the glories of the house
Powys.
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A Plas Uchaf, an impressive timbeamed manor house at the northern end of the Eglwyseg Val
Fd 22NIRQa 9yRO® LG A4 RFGSR mMpco®

A DfeyRoNRA az2dzyli Aa | &a2 Ghidir@ R354416)KvheisSrépetdc
to have called his followers to war against the English Crown from here.

A The River Dee and its associated transport features, which demonstrate successive innova
the history of transport. These include the Llangollen Branch of the Shropshire Union
constructed by Thomas Telford and opened in 1805. From its s@irhe Horseshoe Falls, th
canal follows the northern side of the valley before crossing the Dee on the dramatic Pontc
aqueduct. This X8rched stone and caston structure takes narrowboats high over the vall¢
It is the longest aqueduct iBreat Britain and the highest canal aqueduct in the world. The ¢
and aqueduct are now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

A Trevor Wharf (on the north bank of the Dee) is where Telford reputedly stayed d
construction of the aqueduct.

A The LondorHolyhead road (now the A5) also runs through the Vale and was also desigr
Thomas Telford. A railway was subsequently constructed through the vale. It clos
passengers in the 1960s, but a section is how open as a tourist steam railway.

A Industrial archaeology from limestone quarrying on the Eglwyseg cliffs, lead mining anc
quarrying.

A The town of Llangollen straddles the river Dee via the arched bridge built about 1500.
Conservation Area containing a concentration of Listed Buildings. The historic core of the
lies on the southern side, focussing on the church. It expdulde to the woollerindustry,which
was powered by the River Dee, and then because of tourism following the arrival of the r¢
line.

A Numerous historic parks and gardens within the Dee Valley, including the 1&t&dty 19
Century picturesque gardens at Plas Newydd and at Vale Crucis, and TrevaarHakample of
a 17-18" Century garden in a fine position overlooking the Dee Valley.

A tflra bSgeRR glta (GKS K2YS 2F (KS W[l RASaA
at the turn of the 19' Century were patrons of the arts and did much to promote a resurg
AYyGSNBad Ay 2SSt aK Odz (dz2NB o Ly G4KS 3INEdzy
the life and work of local poets Jonathan Hughedl 33 NRSR | a {KSerw
eisteddfod (17211805), Thomas Jones (182876) and William Roberts (188819). Plas
Newydd is a Listed Building, Historic Park @adden and also an important historical LGBTQ

A Llangollen has built on its strong cultural traditions and is now known throughout the worl
the International Eisteddfod held annually in the town.

A Llangollen is the home of many contemporary artists, poets and writers who are inspired t
dramatic and picturesque landscape and its rich cultural history.

A Local folklore associates Valle Crucis with Owain Glyndwr who disappeared in about 141
the failure of his rebellion against the English.

A There is a potential link between DinasaBrand Bran the king from the second branch of t
Mabinogion. According to legend, Bran was the owner of a magic cauldron that returned
the dead, a possible origin for the myth of the Holy Grail in Arthurian legend.

Overall, the contribution of cultural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess$eghas

Recreation

As illustrated in Figure 22c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A 1 aSOi A2y DgkdNatibrialSraiteddF dlofigthe base ablwysedlountain and the sides
of the northreastern valleys.
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A Dee Valley and Llangollen Country Park, covering approx. 0.2 % of the EA.
A 11 areas of Open Access Common Land, covering approx. 4.5% of EA.

A 40 areas of Open Access Country, covering approx. 2.9% of EA.

A 1 area of Open Access Public Forestering approx0.3% of the EA
A

Particularlyaround Llangollen, the valley accommodates a relatively extensive netw@&Ra¥V
althoughto the west, access along the river corridor is limited. In addition to providing ¢
access to a wealth of natural and cultural features thidEvalley offers, there are good links wit
adjacent areas of Open Access land to the north and south of the EA.

Further desk study ande findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A There iswealth of opportunities and a wide range of ways to enjoy the area thraamjlvities
such as, walkingzycling, river sportand wild swimming. Some of these provisions are ho
national and international events.

A The River Dee offers opportunities ®wimmingfishing and canoeing.

A Largely following the Llangoll€@ana) National Cycle Network Route 85 connects the settleme
of Llangollen and Chirk.

A Rock climbing a€reigiau Eglwyseand the surroundingrte head of the valleys popularwith
walkersandcyclists

A From the busy town of Llangollen, there are a number of local walks that provide easy ac
the stunning landscape of the valley.

A ThePontcysyllite Aqueduct and Trevor Baatiracts approximately 330,000 visitors a year, a
the Horseshoe Falls approximately 115,000.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
is assessed dsgh.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

For the large majority of the EA that falls withime National Landscapdhe EAstill clearlymeets the test of
W2 dzi a G+ y RA Y 3 QOf gartiGutimNibté, this Bighlgizscénid valley offers some of the most the variec
extensive coverage of natural and cultural features, many of which can be accessed and enjoyed by a wide
recreational opportunities. For these reasons, ieisommended that all of EA within théational Landscapshould
be includedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.

With regard to the small parts of the EA outside of Mtional Landscapat the eastern and western outer exten
of the EA, there areas are notably less scenic and are influenced by busy roads and settlement. As s
recommended that these parts of the EA shouldeixeluded
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The meandering River Dee

Stunning backdrop of Eglwyseg limestone escapement Peaceful valley sides

Backdrop of.lantysilio to Ruabon Mountain Traditional limestone cottages
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EVALUATION AREA

EA20: Mynydd Mynyllod and the Upper DeeValley

Landscape context

All of theMynydd and theUpperDee Valle¥eA is outside of # Clwydian Range and Dee Valgtional Landscape
The soutkeastern boundary adjoins EA2BRgrwyn Mountains Northand to the northeast,EA19 Dee Valley ang
Llangollen. A small part of the southern boundary adjoins the boundary of the Bational Park, with all of the
western EA boundary forming the outer extent of the Ad®e EA is mostly formed by an amalgamation of t
Upland Grazingisual and sensory LANDMAP unitgo Mosaic Lowland Valleysits, a Wooded Hillsides Scarp
Slopeaunit, an OpenLowland Valleynit, aHillside and Scarp Slopes Grazing, and aFarmlandviosaic Low Valley
unit.

As an overview, thavestern part of theEAis characterisedy a serief wooded hillsinterspersedwith apatchwork
of enclosed pastureshat collectively,form an important setting to the vilhge ofLlandderfe] and the nearby
meanderingRiver Dee. Centrally tothe north, the EA is dominated by theenclosed heather and grass méard
of Mynydd Myryllod althougharound itsperiphery,coniferous plantationsand large fields of improved grassldr|
prevail. To the south ofMynydd Myryllod, the landscape is characterised kigep valley sideswith coniferous
forestry and large open fieldbat lead towards the open floodplain of the River Dé&airther north, thevalley sides
are typified bya smalmedium scale field patterenclosed bynature hedges and scatterdtedgerowtrees.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The integrity and quality of the Mosaic Lowland Valleys suaitd the FarmlandMosaic Low
Valleysdzy A i A& | 84S3aaSRunit®f IEKASIKOSR 6HA& KPYZXRS

A The rarity of theMosaic Lowland Valleysnit around Llandderfeh & | 34 Sa DSHW A
20KSNJ dzy A G a | aaédpartrénRtheWWaoded Midsiaed: [$taip Si0pesit which is
YtE26Q0d

A The landscape condition of thdosaic Lowland Valleysnit around Llandderfeis assessed a
w322 RQZ NI R di@offte otiiefunitd that haidaen Aisddsded.

A The trend of landscape condition fire OpenLowland Valleyand theHillside and Scarp Slope

GrazingunitsA & | 3a4SaaSR a wO2yadlyiQd ¢KS 20GK:¢
The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:

Landscape | A The Mosait.owland Valleyanit, which accommodates a meandering section of the River De
quality the south of Llandderfel, exhibita distinctive pattern of large irregular pastures enclosed
largely intact hedgerows, with mature trees lining much of the sinuous riverbanks.

A OnMynydd Myryllod, there are relatively extensive swathesusfenclosed upland moorland an
rough grazingalthough in places, this is subject to scrub encroachment.

A To the north of the EAhe estate landscape exhibits a good coverafjmtact wooded hedgerow
and individual treeshat enclose a distinctive pattern afegular fields.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A On theslopes to the south and east Mynydd Myryllod, forestry felling and replanting ofte
results in a highly visible fragmented pattern on the hillslopes that contain the vadieych Ddu
wind farm and nearby metrological masts also significantly detract from the prevailing
character of the surrounding landscape, as does a line of intrusive pylons further north.

A Within parts of the penlowlandvalleytowards the east of the EA and the lower hillslopes to
north, the integrity of the landscape and its associated rural character is often weaken
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EA20: Mynydd Mynyllod and the Upper DeeValley

fragmented field boundaries, some replaced with post and wire, the influence of scat
suburban dwellingsa caravan parlas well as some incongruous land uses and elements, su
horsiculture and solar panels.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessatedsim-
high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The twoUpland Grazing unitand the twoMosaic Lowland ValleymitsSEKA 6 A G |
of place All other units areassessed & Y2 RSNJI 4 SQ®

A The distinctiveness of th&pland Grazing urst the Mosaic Lowland Valleysnits, and the
Wooded Hillside & Scarp Slopes unia | a4SdaSR a4 WKAIKQE HA

A Apart from theWooded Hillside& Scarp Slopesnit and theOpenLowland Valleyunit whichare

FaaSaaSR a KIFE@Ay3d H{WY2REKEING S AHEAS Y NG |f
The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:

A The interplay between the flat valley floand meandering River Dee, wittpodedvalley sides
and hillslopes containetly the uplandbackdrogs of the Eryri National Parknd the Berwyn
provides a scenic and distinctive composition of contrasting landfowith a strong sense o

Scenic place.

quality A Particularly to the south of the EA, the meandering River Dee itsitfioodplain pastures anc
mature trees provides a very picturesque rural setting to the nearby village of Llandderfel.
south of the village, densely forested steep hillslopes also instil a strong sense of place.

A From areas of higher ground, there are scenic views ovewdétiey although to the north, the
presence of wind turbines and pylons can sometimes detract from their appreciation.

A On the exposed summit dlynydd Myryllod, there are highly scenlong-distance viewsowards
the EryriNational Park.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc

appreciation of natural beauty are:

A As with landscape quajitissues such as the influencevahd turbines,scattered development
pylons andforestry operations, result i noticeable deterioration of the appreciation of th
wider scenic quality of the valley.

Overall, the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessertlasn-high.

With regard toexperience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Thetwo Upland Grazing unitsf the Mynydd MyryllodareA RSY G A FASR | & KI

qualities.
Relative A No2 (iKSNJ dzyAila SEKAOGAG F WgAERQ ljdzt fAGEd
wildness The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

A As most of the EA ictively farmed and haa network of roads and associated scattered b
development, the sense of relative wildness is generally very miniatddough semnatural
vegetationalong watercoursesind the presence of Ancient Woodlands around the margin
the EA contribute to a sense of naturalness in their locality.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |131



EA20: Mynydd Mynyllod and the Upper DeeValley

Overallthe contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EA is asses
low-medium.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A Apart from the Wooded Hillside & Scarp Slopes unit and the Farmland Mosaic Low Valle
all otherunitsareA RSY GAFASR Fa o0SAy3 WiNIylidzAifQ

A Asindicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiomost of the EAxperiencesjuite
dark night skies

The findings of the field survey identified the following

Relative A Away from busy roads anskttlement, the taditional farmed landscapes generally peacefu
tranquillity especially where dense woodlands provide a sense of enclosure.

A Traffic noisandmovement fromoften busy minor roadsoticeablydetracts fromthe experience
of tranquillity along most parts of the valley floor.

A To the northand eastof the EA, the visual intrusion of pylons and wind turbines also ertiues
experience ofranquillity.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddigm-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 23a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
nationally/internationally important natural designationsome of which, overlap

A 1 SACovering approx1.4% of the EA
A 3 areas of SSSt®vering approx1.8% of the EA
A 162 parcels oAncient Woodland Site covering approx. 9% of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:

A The River Dee SAC supports a range of important aquatic and riparian habitats that in its |
exhibits a strong sense of naturalness.

A Rocky outcrops and swathes upland moorland on Mynydd Mytfiod exhibit a strong semi
natural character. The area is also an important breeding ground for curlew.

Natural
interest
A Some steeper hillslopes support a fragmented but distinctive patchwork of woodland, s

bracken and rough grasslands.

A Ancient Woodlands support a good range of woodland flora and fauna, and at the landscape
their presence makes a notable contribution to the experience of natural beauty.

A In places, species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with small watercourse
provide a local focus on biodiversity interest.

However, much of the lowelying landscape has been subject to modification through inten
farming practicesand therefore it exhibits little natural interest that notably contributes t
experience of natural beauty.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddism.

The southwest corner of the EA is just within the Bala and Bala LakeBidgistered_andscape o
Cultural Special Historic Interest, but none of the places mentioned withirdgsription are within this arez
interest of overlap. As illustrated in Figure 23b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following
features:
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A Scheduled Monuments a variety of prehistoric sites, including Brasastaf Round Barrow,
Gaerwen Enclosure, Cefn Ddwysarn Camp, Rug Mound, MynyddidtiyEnclosure, Tap-Coed
Burial Chamber and Tyfos Stone Circle. Also two medievalfpedieval bridges (Pont Fawr ar
Pont Cilan) and more recent ornamental gates at Rug.

A Listed Buildingg numerous Listed Buildings, particularly in the north and the south of the
reflecting underlying pattern of settlement in lowdying parts of the EA. They include domes
agricultural, religious and garden sites but there is a notable absence otiiadigges. The Paris
church of St Derfel is listed Grade I. There are also several domestic properties listed Gr
Rug, Branas Uchaf, Crogan, Henblas. and Pale Hall.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A Numerous sites, reflecting the long history of settlement in this EA. There are a notable n
of Roman sites, probably associated with to the Roman road from Caer Gaidodridl features
relating to transport bridges, tracks, disused railway etc.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

A Extensive area of parkland, with gardens, woodland, lake and associated buildirggaRak,
but not Registered.

In relation toLANDMAHR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqrike EA includes:

A large areas irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabri
character)

A Designed landscapes (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fabr
character) around Rig.

A An area of marginal land (containing relatively high proportions of prehistoric rem
associated with Mynydd Mynyllod.
The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Diversity of prehistoric sites, representing a range of purposes and periods. Most are on
land, although Tyfos stone circle and Rug mound are in riverside locations.

A Historic bridges across the River Dee (Scheduled Monuments and/or Listed Buildings) re
the importance of the Dee Valley asransport corridor.

A Several welpreserved higkstatus houses, some with associated buildings and/or grou
(although the grounds are not Registered).

A Upland of Mynydd Myyllod containing several prehistoric archaeological sites and feat
associated with upland subsistence (including sheepfolds and clearance cairns).

A Medieval township of Llandderfel, containing numerous listed buildings.

A In places, a lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape feature
as roads and irregular field boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense of
depth.

A Evidence of historic transport corridors utilising the Dee Valley: Roman road, medieval b
turnpike road, disused railway line and associated features.

Overall, the contribution ofulturalinterest to the natural beauty of the EA is assessenhedium.

. As illustrated in Figure 23b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
Recreation

A 5 areas of Open Access Common Laogering approx5% of the EA
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A 9areas of Open Country, covering approx. 0.6% of EA.

A There is a good network of PRoW radiating from Llandderfel and to the obttie EAalthough
elsewhere, the coveragef PRoW is relatively sparse.

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Although there is a good access across Mynvigidyllod, the EA offers relatively little other oper
air recreationaprovisionand access to features of natural and cultural interest.

A There are opportunities to establisiverside walks from Llandderfel.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed adsw-medium.

Summary evaluatiort overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

With regard to factors of natural beauty, the EA scores relatively high in relation to landscape and scenic qu
particular, the twoMosaic Lowland Valleysnits that form a setting tdhe picturesque village oElandderfel are
especiallyscenic and with a very distinctivebackdrop of the nearbgerwyn uplands and the Eryri National Pa
there is a very sbngsense of place.The natural character and quality of the meandering River Dee also ma
significantcontribution to the natural beauty ofhis part of the B. With good PRoW links from Llandderfehd

opportunities to further develop the recreational offer along the river, most of the Basaic Lowland Valleysits

aretherefore, recommendedfor inclusionwithin the proposedCandidateArea.

In relation to the highly scenic Upland Grazing units oftyaydd Myryllod, their natural beauty isiotablyeroded
by theprominence of theBraich Ddu wind farmWhen viewed from the vallelp the southeast the appreciation of
theseuplands is also diminished by the presencetiusiveland usetaking place along the intervening valley sid
The rural character of the central and eastern endraf DeeValley isalsoweakened by fragmented field boundarie
and occasional presence of suburban dwelsi, caravan park development, horsiculture and solar panglslstthe
Mynydd Myryllod exhibits some strong landscape qualities in its own right, the uplands feel quite detacheth&o
proposed Candidate Aredor all of these reasons, it is proposecet@ludethe MynyddMynylloduplandsfrom the
Candidate Area, as well aseas with weaker natural beautg the east and north.
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Overlooking the valley towards the Berwyn ] l Distinctive hiIsIopes

Wod settin of Llandderf

———

Declining landscape quality Hstleg<loor p

Prominent wind turbines Forestry on open hillslopes
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EVALUATION ARRA

EA21: Berwyn Mountains North

Landscape context

The area of uplands to the north of ttBerwyn Mountains NortlEA that provides a backdrop to EAT¥:€ Valley
and Llangollehare within theClwydian Range and Dee Valkgtional Landscapelthough most of the prevailin
upland landscape to thsouth is outside. EA2M§nyddMynyllodand theUpperDee Valleyis located to the west
of the EA, and to the south, a small part of EABé&r{vyn Mountains Sou)rand EA26Tanat Valley EA22Berwyn
Foothills North, EA23 Ceiriog Valleyand EA24Berwyn Foothills Soujhadjoin the eastern boundaryThe EA is
largely formed by an amalgamation of thrépland Moorlandvisual and sensory LANDMAP urfapproximately
75% of EA) and Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitit. There are also very small areadJgfland GrazingWooded
Upland ValleysWooded Upland & Plateaux

As an overviewthe EA consists agxtensive tracs of openand remotemoorland, with heatherbilberry and rough
grazing predominantThere arealsosome upland lakeswith a number of large boggy areas in lowging areas.
Rdgelines andow rising summitsform the main points of interestTo the west of theuplands, the slopes ar
characterisedby a mosaic well defined small tree aniedge lined fields that closely follow the underlyin
topography Thehigher and more exposeghrts arecovered in mixeavoodland bracken and scrublLarge parts of
the slopes are also coveredforestry plantation

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A Two of the Upland Moorland units (covering apprpxs’s 2 F 91 0 SEKAO®
jdzt t AGeY sAGK GKS 20GKSNJ ! L) I yR Hillsd2 &l$cary Fope
Mosaicdzy Ai A& laasSaasSR a Wt25Q0d

A ¢KS NINARGE 2F Fff GKNBS ! LXFIYR a22NIltyR
Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaitt.

A ¢KS O2yRAGAZ2Y 2F 2yS 2F (KS
& Scarp Slopes Mosaiegy A 1 & WLI2 2 NR @ ¢ K
not beenassessed.

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F tFyRaoOlILIS O2yRAGAZ2Y F2NJ I ff

S NJ ! Hillside
Ny

aYlff
S O2yRAGAZY 27

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

are:
Landscape

quality A Across most parts of the exposed uplands, there are extensive areas ehatmal moorland

vegetation although on steep slopes, this is subjecdmbandbrackenencroachment.

A Along most parts of the steep western scrap slopes, where the landscape is characterise
relatively small scale field pattern dominated by largely overgrown hedges, management aj
extensive rather than intensive, with livestock farming predomimgti

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A To the west of the EA, geometric forestry plantations can sometimes contrast with the st
natural character of the surrounding landscape.

A Along the lower slopes of western scarp catseredpattern of stonecottagesand farm buildings
tend tointegrate well with the surrounding rural landscape.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assesserbdisim-
high.

A proposed National Park fovales EvaluatiorReport Page |136
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In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A ¢g2 2F GKS | LIXIYR a22NIltyR dzyAda o6020S]
distinctiveness with the other Upland Moorland unit and thdillside & Scarp Slop&osaic unit
FaaSaaSR a WKAIKQO

A ¢g2 2F GKS 'L IFYR a22NItyR dzyAida 602@SNR
with the other Upland Moorland unit and thHlillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic umstsessed a
WY2RSNI G6SQo

A The scenic quality of the uplands that enclose the head of the Tanat Valley is asses
Wadziadlr yRAYIQd ¢KS 20G§KSNJ Gg2 | LI I yR Hilsile2&

Scarp Slopes Mosaiey A i SEKAOAGAY 3 | WY2RSNI G6SQ &¢
The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:
Scenic A The interplay betweea very distinctive series of smooth rounded uplands, including those w
quality EAL17 [lantysilio to Ruabon Mountairo the north, and EA2®Bgerwyn Mountains Soujtio THE

south, along with a pattern of incised wooded valleys along the western scarp, exhibdhly
scenicand often dramaticomposition of contrasting landformsith a very strong sense of plac

A The colours and textures of extensive heather moorland add to the visual interest.

A Theuplands form a verprominent and highlyscenic backdrop to adjacent lowding areas
particularly to the west.

A Within wooded/forested valleys, there is strong sense of shelter.

A From areas of high open ground, there are stunning long distance scenic views of interl
uplands. To the north, there are highly scenic views over the Dee valley, to the east oy
Ceiriog and Tanat valleys, and to the south, long distance vimesrdls the Eryri National Park

Apart from areas of forestry to the west of the EA, there are no other incongruous elements o
use that notably detract from the appreciation of scenic quality.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesdadlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A 1ff F2dzNJ dzyAiliada SEKAOAG WEAETRQ YR WNBYZ2I
Relative Th findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

wildness A With extensive areas sfeminaturalmoorlandhabitats the exposed and remote uplands exhi
a verystrong sense ofvildness.

Overall the contribution of relative wildness to the experience of natural beauty is assesdedhas

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A All three Upland Moorland units exhibit factors relating to the experience of tranquillity.

A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@ii of the EAexperiences dark
Relative night skies

tranquillity | The findings of the field survaysoidentified the following

A With a relative absence of settlement and development, a strong sense of tranquility ¢
experienced from nearly all of the EA.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the experience of natural beauty is assesééghas
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As llustrated in Figure 24a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
internationally/nationally/regionally important natural designatigreome of which, overlap

A 1 area of SPA, covering 60.0% of the EA.
3 areas 05ACs, covering 55.9% of the EA.
6 areas of SSSI, covering 60.1% of the EA.

A

A

A | National Nature Reserve, covering 13.8% of the EA.

A 153 areas of Ancient Woodland, covering 1.4% of the EA.
A

5 areas of RIGSs, covering 0.15% of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n

beauty are:
Natural A With more than half of EA designated for its internationally important biodiversity, densive
interest upland areas of semnatural heather moorland vegetation exhibit avery strong sense of

naturalness.

A The Berwyn mountain range is the largest Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in Wales
24,321 ha and comprising of a mosaic of habitats. They also form part of the Berwyn &
Clwyd Mountains Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and B8pegial Protection Area (SPA

A There are large tracts of upland heathland and blanket bog as well as a large block of m
heather moorland which extend into the LCPhe SSSI supports nationally scarce plants and
invertebrates including a number of important associated upland breeding birds, includin
hen harrier, merlin, red grouse and black grouse.

A The upland peaks rise 803m at MoelPearceand from lowetlying areas, their profile forms
very distinctive landform feature.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess$eghas

This EA contains the entirety of the Berwyn Registered Landscape of Special Historic Interest,
of the Tanat Valley Registered Landscape of Outstanding Historic IntAestustrated in Figure 24
(see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following designated cultural features:

A Scheduled Monuments;, Exceptionally large number, including prehistoric ritual sites
barrows and stone circle), field systems, settlement sites and mining sites; medieval settle
field systems and churches.

A Conservation Areg historic core of Llandrillo village.

A Listed Buildingg Generally confined to the western periphery of the EA, and concentrated ir
_ villages of Llandrillo and Cynwyd, thiegludedomestic, religious, transport and industrial site
Interest The church of All Saints is Grade |, and houses ayRi@ss SNRNBF | yR ¢&Qy

Cultural

With regard to theHistoric Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A A high density of sites, with upland sites relating to settlement and land uses over mille
including standing stones, field patterns, boundary stones, sheepfolds, quarries and ¢
shooting.

A Lowerlying land contains sites including houses, mills, field systems, barns, ponds and kilr

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqrike EA is:
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A Largely marginal land (contains high proportions of prehistoric remains, relicts of earlie
patterns and industrial archaeology).

A The LANDMAP assessment identifies The South Berwyn area as being Outstanding.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A The @fn Penagored ridge, between Nant Cwm Tywyll and Nant Esggigplays the remains o
former prehistoric field systems consisting of low stone banks and several hut circles, com
a remarkably complete Bronze Age landscape of fields, hits and other habitations. The ar
includes elements of a prehistorigpiritual landscape, including a small stone circle,
numerous burial cairns and standing stones.

A Further groups of Bronze Age burial cairns at Moel Ty Uchaf, and on other summits and i

A Ffridd Camen (between Nant Cwm Tywyll and Clochnant) containgresirved evidence of the
FNBlF Qa YSRASGIt Odz (-addd bank giwides the storsirelad Band ltoythié
east and the cultivated storeleared land to the west, whichssibdivided into strips. Behind th
bank are the remains of two long houses and a stone pound (animal enclosure). This is |
have been typical of the general pattern of land use on the western slopes of the B¢
mountain in the medieval periodLess welpreserved examples exist elsewhere in this EA.

A The extensive and wefireserved evidence for Bronze Age and medieval upland settlement
land use makes it one of the best examples of its type in central Wales and the area has sig
potential for further study.

A The Berwyn has inspired various writers and artists, including contemporary author Jim
6L dzi K2NJ 2F WeKS 1 Affta 2F 21 £SaQ gKAOK RS

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the EAsnatural beauty is assessed mgdium-high.

As illustrated in Figure 24c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:

A 1 area of National Nature Reserves, covering 13.8% of the EA.

A 11 areaf Open Access Open Country, covering 39.8% of the EA.
A 11 areas of Open Access Common Land, covering 23.7% of the EA.
A

Although the extat of PRoW is relatively minimal there are several links to the extensive
of Open Access.

Recreation Further researctand the findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Two Forest Recreation Routes are located in@lyawyd Forestand one in the Ceiriog Forest.
of these routes link with other PRoW.

A Considering the large proportion of Open Access Land, there is a very good provision of ac
opportunities to explore and enjoy the stunning natural beauty of these uplands.

A Alarge area of upland is designated for horse riding access.

Overall, the recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of
landscape is assessedtagh.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution ohtural beautyand recreationakvidence

The EA exhibits a wealth of natural, cultural and perceptual qualities that combine to instil a very sense of
beauty. Of particular relevance, extensive areas of SPA/SSSI make a very significant contribution to its nat
scenic value. In relation to recreation, there ismavery good povision ofwidespreadopportunities to enjoy tis
stunninguplandlandscape and its associated wealth of natural and cultural intere&t such, it is recommende
that all of EA should biecludedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.
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EVALUATION ARBRA

EA22: Berwyn Foothills North

Landscape context

The northern part of thBerwyn Foothills NortEA (to the north of the ridgeline) is within tli&wydian Range an
Dee ValleyNational Landscapelthough the southern part, where the uplands slope towards the Ceiriog vl
outside. EA19 Dee Valley and Llangolleis located to the north, and to the south, EAZ3e(riog Valley EA21
(Berwyn Mountains Northadjoirs the western boundary.The EA is a relatively small landscape, entirely formec
an amalgamation of twdJpland Grazingisual and sesory LANDMAP units.

The EA isharacterisedby asimplepattern of medium to large open field systesibounded by shelter belt plantin
and plantationswith semiimproved pasturson lower slopes.There is littlediversity in vegetation cover

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A BothUpland Grazindzy A G4 | NB | adSaaSR dzyAda |adaSaacs

A The rarity of the southern area of uplands (most of which extends further south around the (
LI NIa 2F 9!'Ho0X SEKAOAGA F WKAIKQ NI NRGeE

A The landscape condition of the southedpland Grazingzy AG A a | adasSaas
unit has not been assessed.

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F I yRaOILIS O2yRAGAZY FT2NJ 62

¢

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
Landscape | appreciation of natural beauty are:

quality A The EA exhibits a prevailing rectilinear field pattern, wighlgerows ofterappearinggappy and
degraded, or replaced with post and wire fencing.

A In places, geometrishelter bels and forestry plantation detract from the prevailing rura
character.

A The EA has simple landscape pattern, with a limited diversity of landcover and few lanc
features.

A To the northwest of the EA, two telecommunication masts detract from the rural characte
their locality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessewdsim.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A . 20K dzyAiad SEKAOAG I WY2RSNIGSQ asSyas
A ¢KS RAaAGAYOUlGAQOSYySaa 2F 020K dzyada Aa | aa
A ¢KS a0OSyAO ljdz fAdGe 2F GKS a2dziKSNY dzyAad

No
|

The featuresand qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beg
are:

Scenic

quality .
A Although the landscape is relatively featureless, it exhihifsrevailing undeveloped and rur

character.
A From lowerlying areas to the north and south, the uplands form a scenic undeveloped back

A Although views across the gentle slopes are not particularlycegehing, there are highly scen
views over the Ceiriog valley to the south, and to the north, over the Dee valley towa
dramatic backdrop of th&lantysilio to Ruabon Mountain
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EA22: Berwyn Foothills North

Apart from the localised influence of forestry and a telecommunication masts, there no
incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from the scenic quality of the EA.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessada@iam-high.

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F (GKS dzyAdGa NS5 ARSydATA Sidentified as beéng
WSELRaSRQ®

\?\/ﬁ(l:i?:avses The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:
A Asnearly all ofthe EA is subject tagricultural management and the occurrence of semiural
habitat is very minimalthe sense of relative wildness is generally minirdabkpite being exposec
Overall,the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assesdeWas
The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A b2yS 2F GKS dzyAia INBE ARSYGAFTFASR Fa 0SAyY:
WNBY2(0iSQo
A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Polluti@li of the EAexperiences dark
Relative night skies

tranquillity | The findings of the field survey identified the following

A With a prevailing undeveloped character and only a few remote rural lanes, the EA is ge
very peaceful.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseddigm-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 25a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
internationally/nationally important natural designationsome of which, overlap

A 1 area of SAC, covering 0.24% of the EA.
A 1 area of SPA, covering 0.24% of the EA.
A 6 areas of Ancient Woodland, covering 0.01% of the EA.

Natural . )
. A 1 areas of SSSI, covering 0.24% of the EA.
interest
the findings of the field surveglsoidentified the following
A Natural interest is relatively limited although iess intensively farmed areas, species r
hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercourses and roadside verges, pocaid
biodiversity interest.
Overall, the contribution ofaturalinterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessstbw.
The northern edges of the EA are within the Vale of Llangollen and Eglwyseg Registered Land
Special Historic InterestAs illustrated in Figur@5b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes
following cultural features:
Cultural " L . .
interest A The northeastern part of the EA is within the Essential Setting of the Pontcysyllte Aquedug

Canal World Heritage Site.

A Scheduled Monuments prehistoric round barrows at Wilderness and ReBrongyll.

With regard toHistoric Environment Recorsites the EA includes:
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A Various agricultural structures and features including boundary walls, farm buildings, shee
AKSLIKSNRQA Kdziz ¢Sttt IyR LRYRO® rftaz az2y

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites may be otherwise designated.

Inrelation to LANDMAP Level 3 Historic Landscape Categories, the EA includes

A Marginal land (often contains relatively high proportions of prehistoric remains and indu
archaeology)

A 9mall areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape fabri
character).
The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Prehistoric barrows, including one of a series situated along the ridge extending from
Mountain towards Llangollen. The others in the series are within EA21.

A Straight ridgetop roads, which may have early origins, or may be associated with the
medieval enclosure of upland commons, which created the regular pattern of stradged
fields found in the southern part of this EA.

Overall, the contribution of culturahterestto the natural beauty of the EA is assessetbas

As illustrated in Figure 25c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 2 areas of Open Access Open Country, covering 1.7% of the EA.
A 1 area of Open Access Public Forest Land, covering 0.03% of.the EA

A There are only two short sections of PRalth the EA although one of these provides access
an adjacent area dDpenAccess ireA21.

Recreation Further desk study anthe findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Although there are very limited opportunities for the enjoyment of outdoor recreation within
EA, the uplands are an important backdrop that forms part of the recreational experience
surrounding EAs, including that from a large area of nearby @geass land in EA21.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed dsw-medium.

Summary evaluatiors overall weight and spatial distribution aatural beautyand recreationaévidence

Although most factors relating to natural beauty are not ratedhéghly as many other EAs within tidational
Landscapeit is considered thathe northernpart of the EAstillmeetsti KS G Sad 2F W2 dzi aWith
regard to the southern part outside of tHdational Landscapeéts scenic appreciation is significantly enhanced
some spectacular views of the Ceiriog valley. From ldyieg areas, the EA also forms an important undevelo
backdrop. With regard to recreation within the EA, the landscapevkaglittle to offer although from adjacent EA
it forms part of the wider landscape that contributes to recreational enjoyment.

Whilst the EA has a limited provision of recreational opportunities, with few natural and cultural features
contribute to the experience of natural beauty, it should be recognised that this EA is very small and in the
of the higher quality supunding EAs, all of which are recommended ifarlusionwithin the proposedCandidate
Area it still has a significant function in relation to a potential National Park designation. Astssicecommended
that all ofthe EA should béncludedwithin the proposedCandidate Area.
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EVALUATION AREA

EA23: Ceiriog Valley

Landscape context

Apart from the area in and aroun@dhirk Castle Registered Parks and Gatdeated to the northeast of the EA, al
of the Ceiriog Valle¥A is outside of th€lwydian Range and Dee Valdgtional LandscapeEA22Berwyn Foothills
North) forms a containing backdrop to the north of the EA, and to the west and seesih EA21 Berwyn Mountains
North). EA24 Berwyn FoothilldNorth) adjoins the soutkeastern EA boundaryThe EA is largely formed by a
amalgamation of tw@pen/Wooded Mosaic Upland Valleyisual and sensory LANDMAP units, and smaller are
Hill & Lower Plateau Mosa#and Upland Grazingnits.

The main part of the EA consists of a stasgged valley in three parts. The upper valley is more open, whilst
middle section is narrow, steeply sloping and wooded, with a small and intimate field paBetween Glyn Ceiriog
and Chirk, there is a mosaic of farms and woodland that contains the typical characteristiasspaiitanddeeply
rural Welsh valley. Upper slopes are relatively open with patches of braokegh grassland and rocky outcrop
Conifers and broadleaved woodlands frequent thieldle and lower slopes. To the east, the valley is dominate
estate parkland with mature trees. The estate centres upon Chirk Castle and has extensive formal and

gardens.
Criteria Analysis
With regard tofactorsrelating to landscape qualitghe LANDMAP data identifies that:
A 1ttt dzyAda FINBE FaaSaaSR +ta KFEGAy3a | WY2RS)
A 2AGK NBIFNR (G2 NINRGeT Ittt dzyAda I NB | aas
A Apart from theUpland Grazingzy A i ¢ KA OK A& WFIFAND G(KS £
la W3I22RQ®
A ¢KS GNBYR 2F fFyRaOlFILIS O2yRAGAZY F2NJ I ff
The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b
are:
A Particularly towards the east of the valley, there is a concentration of Ancient Woodlands
Lanﬁtscape the valley side that exhibit a very strong and distinctive landscape pattern.
quality

A Across most of the EA, there is a consistent pattern of irregular fields enclosed by intact hedg
interspersed with mature hedgerow trees.

A Astrong pattern of mature trees and ribbon woodlands follow the gently meandering Afon Ce
A The wooded grounds a@@hirkCastle are particularly well managed.
A The valley contains a scattered pattern of wakintained traditional farm building and cottage

Apart from areas of conifer planation which can detract from the rural character of their locality,
are no incongruous elements or land uses that notably detract from landscape quality.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of this EA is assessatdaim-
high.

In relation to factors of scenic qualitthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The sense of place within the larger area@pben/Wooded Mosaic Upland Valleysovering
Scenic FLIWNRE®T &2 2F 9! 0 A& | aHlS Boivs Ratdaiid SeHpASHEEOHITK

/' FaGfS YR &ad2NNRdzyRAYy3 SadalkdSo ¢tKS 2GKSH
A TheHills, Lower Plateau & Scarp Sloge& KA A G 'y WwW2dziadl yRAY3
Open/Wooded Mosaic Upland Valleysa & S&a a SR I Upland Grazihéin? i asteissed a
WY2RSNI 6SQo

quality
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A The scenic quality of the larger area@pen/Wooded Mosaic Upland Valleysi | 4 8 Sa &
as is the area oHills, Lower Plateau & Scarp Slop@$e other two units are assessed
WY2RSNI G6SQo

The featuresand qualitieswhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural bea

are:

A The interplay between the intimate valley floand the often very steepwooded valley sides
enclosed by a backdrop Berwyn uplandsprovides a highly scenic and distinctive compositio
contrasting landscapes withvaeery strong sense of place.

A Perched above a steep wooded valley, the Chirk Aqueduct and nearby Railway Viaduc
impressive landmarks. There are also highly scenic views along the valley.

A The concentration of Ancient Woodlands valleysidesis particularly distinctivand to the east
of the EA, the wooded grounds Ghirk Castlenake a valuable contribution to the scenic qual
of this part of the valley.

A The strong pattern of irregular pastures enclosed by species rich hedgerows with mature tre
small woodlands contributes to a distinctive and traditional rural scene.

A In lowerlying parts, there is strong sense of shelter and intimacy, particularly along the wo
stream corridors.

A From areas of higher ground, there are highly scenic views over the valley towards a dist
backdrop of containing uplands.

Overall,the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:

A b2yS 2F (GKS dzyAda | NB A RS yYplahdrGraZimRynit isiidedtifed 85
0SAYy3 WSELRZASRO YR WNBY2GSQo

Relati

elative The findings of the field survey identified the following factor:

wildness i
A With occasional rocky outcro@d apattern of Ancient woodlands scattered throughout the,E

asense ofocalised wildnessan be experienced frommany parts of the valley.

Overallthe contribution of relative wildness experience to the natural beauty of the EAvisnedium.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The Hills, Lower Plateau & Scarp Slopes unit and the two Open/Wooded Mosaic Upland
dzy AGda I NB ARSYUGATFTASR a 060SAy3a WIiINI yljdAaf Q¢

Relative A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutioearly all of the EAxperiences

tranquillity dark night skies

Thefindings of the field survey identified the following

A There is an increasing sense of tranquility towards the head of valley.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty is assessedeaum-high.

As illustrated in Figure26a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the follow
internationally/nationally/regionally important natural designationsome of which, overlap

A 3 areas of SACs, covering 2.9% of the EA.
A 1 area of SPA, covering 2.7% of the EA.
A 220 areas of Ancient Woodland, covering 7.1% of the EA.

Natural
interest
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A 4 areas of SSSkovering 8% of the EA
A 3 areas of RIGSs, covering 0.09% of the EA.

The natural features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of n
beauty are:

A The steep valley slopes with occasional rocky outcrops make a very valuable contribution to
beauty of the valley.

A Arelatively high coverage of Ancient Woodlands support a range of woodland flora and fau
in their locality, instil a sense of naturalness.

A Species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associated with watercourses and roadside
provide biodiversity interest throughout large parts of the valley.

Overall therefore, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assess
medium.

Cultural
interest

As illustrated in Figure 26b (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the following cultural featt

A The Chirk Aqueduct, which carries the Llangollen Canal over the Ceiriog Valley, is part
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal World Heritage Site. The eastern part of the EA (includin
of the grounds of Chirk Castle) is also within the Essential Setting of the Pontcysyllte Aqued
Canal World Heritage Site.

A Scheduled Monuments Great diversity of Scheduled Monuments representing different peri
and types of sites. Prehistoric sites include barrows, a mound, and Mynydd Bach Camp
Penplaenau is a Roman marching camp. Early medieval sites irElgddzNJ & SOG A 2 y
with surviving earthworks. Castell y Waun is a medieval castle sitenfedstval sites are relate
to transport/water supply and include part of the Pontcysyllte aqueduct and canal, and the
embankment of the HolyheaRoad.

A Registered Parks and GardeyGhirk Castle landscape park, terraced garden and informal ga
dating from late 18th Century with some later alterations. Listed Grade I. Also part of Bryn
a large Earh19th Century picturesque landscape parkiwibrmal and informal pleasure garden
Grade II*.

A Conservation Areas historic village and river crossing at Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog, and p
Chirk.

A Listed Buildings; wide ranging and numerous Listed Buildings, often concentrated in hig
settlements (e.g. Pontfadog, Glyn Ceiriog and Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog) and in the grou
Chirk Castle. Chirk Castle and its gates are listed Grade Itableranges, Chirk Aqueduct, Ch
Canal Basin, Chirk Railway Viaduct, Dolwen and Ceiriog Memorial Institute are listed Grade¢

With regard to theHistoric Environment Recordhe EA includes:

A +SNE ydzYSNRdza FyR @FNASR aArisSaz NBTESOUA
chapels, inns), industry (e.g. quarries, mills, leats, powder works), agriculture (e.g. field pa
farm buildings, tracks, farmsteads) and transport (egmways, bridges). There is also a priso
of war camp site at Hendre.

A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.

In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqrike EA includes:

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape char
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EA23: Ceiriog Valley

A Designed landscape (parkland and estate landscapes contributing to landscape fabr
character).

A Chirk Castle Designed Landscape is identified as being Outstanding in the LANDMAP ass
The adjacent Halton irregular fieldscapes are also identified as being Outstanding.

A Extensive areas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape char

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Defensive sites from prehistoric, Roman and medieval periods, as well asresdfved sections
2T h¥FFIQa 581Sx NBTESOGAYya RAFTFSNByYylH O2vyF
of time.

A The importance of the area for innovative transport and water management, demonstrated i
Chirk Aqueduct which carries the Llangollen Canal over the Ceiriog Valley (World Heritage
Scheduled Monument) and the adjacent Chirk Railway Viadugtehss the Chirk Embankmer
of the Holyhead Road, designed by Thomas Telford.

A Chirk Castle, a medieval deer park with later landscape park and formal gardens partly de
by William Eames, set in an elevated position overlooking the Ceiriog Valley. Outstanding f
within the layout include the early 18th Century entrancdega(listed Grade I) and a statue
Hercules by van Nost. The topiary and yew hedging is also exceptional. There is group va
Chirk Castle (Listed Grade I) and numerous other listed structures and ornaments arou
estate. In addition,asekt2y 2F hFTFlI Qa 5&1S o0{ OKSRdzZ SR

A Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as roz
irregular field boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense ofdiepth.

A Ceiriog Memorial Institute, built in the Arts and Crafts style in 1911, celebrates Welsh cultu
notable local figures, including Huw Morris (166209) Royalist and poet, and the Rev. Rol
W/ 8@ Yy RRSt 4-05)®oétfadthior addsaytiquary. Iésained glass windows are of outstandi
interest.

A Other notable local figures in Welsh language and culture include John Edwards (born 169
GNF¥yatriSR W2Ky .dzyel yQa tAf INKYQa -20040aeNE
2 £Sa0a Yz2aid LI2LzZ N 2StakK tFy3dzZ IS NRGS
A The Ceiriog Valley remains a source of inspiration, including to contemporary artist Rosie
NBOSyiGfte O2YYAdaArAzySR (2 LIAyd 62Ny a G2 &
the industrial past of the Ceiriog Valley by John Milnat Beryl Williams.

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assesbéghas

As illustrated in Figure 26¢ (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 4 areas of Open Access Open Country, covering 4.2% of the EA.
A1 aSOliA2y 2 ¥ Ndiida8 Trail#adis afband the WeStern edge of the Chirk Ca

Designed Landscap®romoted horse riding and offroad cycling routes follow the upland edge
Recreation the valley crossing into EA22 and EA24.

A The central part of thealleyaround the village of GlyBeiriogs traversed by a very densetwork
of PRoWalthough to the east of Pontfadothere are only a few sectionslo the west of the EA
asection of PRoVelsoprovides access to an adjacent area of Open Access in EA21.

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:
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EA23: Ceiriog Valley

A There is a substantial visitor amelcreational offer based around Chirk Castle Estate, with ¢
links to the nearby Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal World Heritage Site in BAEIChirk
Aqueduct is an important visitatestination(attracting approximately 150,000 visitors a yeas
is Chirk Castle A series of god waymarked routes alks argpromoted bythe National Trustthe
WrexhamCanal and Rivers Truahd theClwydian Range and Dee Valiational Landscapenost
notably, theChirk Figure of 8The aea isalsoaccessible by public transport witttrain station at
Chirk and bus routes

A There are several local walks towards the east of the valley and on National Trust le
Glyn Valley, the old tramway route leads through attractive woodland.

A From nearby arears of Open Access land in the EB@tin Mountains Norih highly scenic view:
over the valley form an important part of the recreational enjoyment.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the landsc
assessed amedium-high.

Summary evaluatior: overall weight and spatial distribution oftural beautyand recreationakvidence

The Ceiriog valley is a highly scenic rural landscape that with very steep enclosing valley sides, exhibits a v
of place. The valley also has a wealth of natural and cultural features to émjtyging thedesigned landscape ¢
Chirk Castle. The valley also offensexcellentrange of accessible recreational opportunities, located in quite ¢
proximity to large centres of population. As suitlis recommended thahearlyall of EA shoulde included within

the proposedCandidate Ara. As Chirk Aqueduditraddles the WelsiEnglish bordeand the site iscovered by
management of the World Heritage Sitie valley floor which comprisesthin slither of the EA hakoweverbeen
excluded
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EVALUATION ARRA

EA24: Berwyn Foothills South

Landscape context

All of the BerwynFoothills SoutltA isoutside ofthe Clwydian Range and Dee Vallgtional LandscapeThis area
of semi upland plateau, small dissecting valleys and peak of Mynydd Mawr, separates and enclog€eiiAg!
Valley to the north and EA26Tanat Valleyto the south. The eastern edge is defined by the Welsh/English Bor
whilst to the westthe area merges with EAZBerwyn Mountains North Very nearly all of the EA is formed |
an amalgamatiomf two Upland Grazing visual and sensory LANDMAP units, the largest of which (covering
75% of the EA) is the is thdynydd Mawr Upland Wooded Lowland Valley unit, andHillside & Scarp Slope
Mosaicunit.

As an overview, the EAdbarderisedby an exposed area of upland grazinthe boundaries of edium to large
fieldsof semi improved grasslandse relatively weakly definednd in places, fields atgounded by shelter bel
planting and plantationsOn lower slopesthe pattern of hedgerowstend to bestronger.

Criteria Analysis

With regard tofactors relating to landscape qualjtthe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A 20K 'L FYR DNITAYy3 dzyAidad SEKAOAG | WwWY2F

A The rarity of the area of uplands to the north of the EA (most of which in contained within E
Ada aaSaasSR Fa MydgddMevm2 BRASING dryKASG f - NBSANA SR

A The landscape condition of thdynydd Mawrdzy A G A a aaSaaSR | a
has not been assessed.

A ¢KS GNBYR 2F tIyRaOILIS O2yRAGAZY FT2NJ 62

The features and qualities which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural b

Lan
andscape are:

quality )
A Although much of the landscape has a simple landscape pattern, the wddgedoelfreis a

distinctive a feature.

Incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from scenic quality and the assc
appreciation of natural beauty are:

A Hedgerows ofterappea gappy and degraded, tiave beerreplaced with post and wire fencing

A In places, geometrishelter bels and forestry plantation detract from the prevailing rura
character.

Overall, thecontribution oflandscape quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assessettdgim.

In relation to factors of scenic qualithe LANDMAP data identifies that:

A The sense of place within theynydd Mawrdzy A G A& | aaSaasSR | &
WY2RSNIGSQo

A The distinctiveness of thelynydd MawrA & W2 dziaidl yRAY3IQI GAGK

Scenic A MynyddMawrSEKAOAGA |y WwW2dziadlyRAY3IQ a0SyAld |

quality The featuresind qualitiesvhich make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural bea
are:

A Although theprevailing undeveloped and rurtEndscape has quite a simple pattern, the valle
which dissect exposed plateau contributes to a strong sense of place and scenic quality.

A The composition of wooded valley sides enclosing a small lakéyatMoelfreis particularly
attractive .
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EA24: Berwyn Foothills South

A From lowerlying areas of the Ceiriog and Tanat valley to the north and south respectivel,
uplands form a scenic undeveloped backdrop.

A Although most views across the gentle slopes are not particularhcatahing, there are highly
scenic views over the Ceiriog and Tanat valleys, and to the ma#, the distinctive backdroy
of the Berwyn uplands.

Apart from the localised influence of geometsiselter bels andforestry plantation, there no other
incongruous elements or land uses that noticeably detract from the scenic quality of the EA.

Overall the contribution of scenic quality to the natural beauty of the EA is assesd@dlas

With regard tothe experience of relative wildness, the LANDMAP data identifies that:
A MynyddMawrA & | 8a4S&4SR +a 0SAy3a WoAtRQYI YR
The findings of the field survey identified the following factors:

Relative A With areasof seminatural habitd, a strong sense of remoteness and exposucan be
wildness experienced from areas of higher ground.

A Asmost lowetlying areas arsubject toagricultural management and the occurrence of sel
natural habitat is quite minimalthe sense of relative wildness is generally minimal

Overall the contribution of relative wildness to the natural beauty of the EA is assesseediam.

The LANDMAP data identifies that:
A hyte GKS avYlftSNI dzyAd Aa ARSYGATASR | & ¢
A As indicated by the RWmap of Dark Skies and Light Pollutiafi of the Efexperiencedark

Relative night skies

tranquillity | Thefindings of the field survey identified the following

A With a relatively sparse scattered settlement pattern connected by quiet rural lanes, the
generally very peaceful.

Overall, the contribution of relative tranquillity to the natural beauty of the Edvéslium-high.

As illustrated in Figure 27a (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes the foll
internationally/nationally/regionally important natural designations:

A 1 areas of SAC, covering 0.01% of the EA.

A 1area of SPA, covering 0.05% of the EA.
A 52 areas of Ancient Woodland, covering 1.8% of the EA.
A 2 areas of SSSI, covering 0.1% of the EA.

Natural i

interest A 1 RIGS, covering 0.01% of the EA.

The findings of the field surveajsoidentified the following

A In less intensively farmed areas, species rich hedgerows, as well as habitat associat
Ancient Woodlandswatercourses and roadside verges, provide biodiversity inteiregheir
locality.

Overall, the contribution of natural interest to the natural beauty of the EA is assesskxvas
medium.
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EA24: Berwyn Foothills South

The Southernmost slopes of this EA (facing the Tanat Valley) are within the TanaRégilstered
Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest. As illustrated in Figure 27b (see attached A3 figu
EAincludes the following cultural features:

A Scheduled Monumentsg, four prehistoric ritual/funerary monuments (Ysgwennant Barrc
DN} A3 OFANY:x . DIFENYySRR 28y w2dzyR /| ANY |
early medieval linear earthwork.

A Listed Buildingg generally located in the southern part of the EA, reflecting the underlying
settlement pattern. Most of the Listed Buildings are domestic (including some-shigiis
properties), along with a bridge, a church, an agricultural ingléind a telephone box. Housi
at Tyddgn Cynar and Hafod are Grade II*. All others are Grade II.

With regard tothe Historic Environment Recordhe EAncludes

A Higher areasvith numerous prehistoric ritual sites (cairns, barrows etc.) as well as enclos
sheepfolds and quarry sites.

A Lower areas generally contain sites related to agriculture, settlement and industry, su
houses, chapels, mills, farmsteads and farm buildings.

A The Lake Vyrnwy aqueduct, with its valve houses, is also recorded on the HER as it cros
EA bringing water from Lake Vyrnwy reservoir.

Cultural A SomeHistoric Environment Recorsites are also Listed or otherwise designated.
ultural

interest In relation toLANDMAR_evel 3 Historic Landscape Categqribe EA includes:

A Extensiveareas of irregular fieldscapes (historic field patterns contributing to landscape f
and character)

A Some marginal land (often contains relatively high proportions of prehistoric remains
industrial archaeology).

A Irregular Fieldscapes in the Upper Tanat Valley (in the west of EA24) are assessed as Out
in LANDMAP, due to its wealth of historic elements of all periods and themes with
agricultural landscape.

The features which make a significant contribution to the appreciation of natural beauty are:

A [2y3 aSOGA2y 2F h¥FIFQa 5818 SINIeé& YSRASC

A Numerous prehistoric cairns and barrows (some of which are Scheduled Monuments)
from Neolithic to Bronze Age. Some are in groups whilst others are isolated.

A Outstanding Irregular Fieldscapes landscape containing different elements preserved w
medieval/post medieval agricultural landscape associated with the Tanat Valley to the sol

A Lack of modern development and presence of intact historic landscape features such as
and irregular field boundaries contribute to scenic quality and strong sense ofttapth.

Overall, the contribution of cultural heritage to the natural beauty of the EA is assessegdaam-
high.

As illustrated in Figure 27c (see attached A3 figures) the EA includes:
A 10 areas of Open Access Open Country, covering 2.88% of the EA.
Recreation| A 1 area of Open Access Common Land, covering 0.07% of the EA.

A The central part of the EA has a good network of PRoW although elsewhere, it is rel
limited. There are however quite good links into adjacent EAs.
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EA24: Berwyn Foothills South

The findings of the field survey also identified the following:

A Although opportunities for the enjoyment of outdoor recreation within the EA are quite limi
the uplands are an important backdrop that forms part of the recreational experience
surrounding EAs, including that from a large area of nearby Open s\eresin EA21.

Overall, recreational provision and the associated opportunities for the enjoyment of the land:
is assessed dsw-medium.

Summary evaluatiorr overall weight and spatial distribution aitural beautyand recreationaévidence

The EA exhibits a high scenic quality, as well a strong time depth with a good range of range of historic f
The landscape also has a strong rural character and distinctiveness. Its appreciation is also significantly ¢
by some highly scenidews of the Ceiriog and Tanat valleys, and to the narist, the Berwyn uplands. Frol
lower-lying areas, the EA also forms an important undeveloped backdvdiph regard to recreation within the
EA, the landscape has relatively little to offer althbdgm adjacent EAs, it forms part of the wider landscape t
contributes to recreational enjoyment. As sudhis recommended that all of EA should ineluded within the
proposedCandidate Area.
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