Carno Forest Resource Plan Objectives Only


· Continue to maintain a sustainable supply of timber production through design of felling and choice of restock species.

· Diversify the forest species composition to increase resilience to climate change, and pests and diseases, whilst building a robust forest for future generations. 

· Increase structural diversity through LISS management where appropriate and consider the scale, size, and timing of any clearfell, avoiding the felling of adjacent coupes. Older conifer crops should be retained where possible to maintain forest structure and productive potential. 

· Increase areas identified for thinning within the 5-year thinning plan to enable LISS management and PAWS restoration.

· Utilise the current road and riparian zone network for the benefit of biodiversity by creating linkages with open habitat.

· Improve habitat connectivity by maintaining and enhancing areas of ancient semi-natural woodland and restoring plantations on ancient woodland sites, in line with strategic prioritisation policy. Use opportunities to connect broadleaved woodland to hedgerow habitats and improve resilience.

· Manage deadwood in line with the Deadwood Management Plan.

· Where the main crop of larch has been prematurely harvested, facilitate native woodland expansion. Restocking of these areas is a key priority to ensure that there is no net loss of forest cover. 

· Forestry management should not cause any reduction of water quality both within on-site water features and watercourse draining off-site through good forestry practice in accordance with the latest UK Forestry Standard and relevant forestry guidance. 

· Maintain and enhance recreational use – [in line with the Recreation & Access Management Plan]. 

· Plan the size and timing of felling coupes and restocking to avoid impacts on current and future drinking water supplies.

· Identify heritage and cultural features to avoid damage during operations. 

