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1. Introduction to Strategic
Environmental Assessment

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) is the responsible authority for the third cycle
Western Wales River Basin Management Plan (WWRBMP), we must therefore
determine whether it requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) under
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (Sl
1656/04). This screening considers the previous River Basin Management Plan
(RBMP) cycles and its environmental assessments, the degree of change between
the cycles and it’s likely significant effects on the wider environment.

This document is our determination of whether we intend to undertake a statutory
SEA of the third cycle WWRBMP and our reasoning behind it. We will be consulting
relevant statutory consultees on its preparation and conclusions and it will be
published alongside the draft WWRBMP.

2. Background to Western Wales
River Basin Management Plan

RBMPs take a holistic approach to managing our waters, looking at the water within
the wider ecosystem and taking into account the movement of water through the
hydrological cycle from source to sea. The purpose of the RBMP is to protect and
improve the water environment for the wider benefits to people and wildlife.

The first WWRBMP was published in 2009 and set the framework for protecting and
enhancing the water environment from 2009 to 2015. Some commitments extended
to 2021 and /or 2027 and these were reviewed and updated in the second cycle
RBMP, published in 2015. This third cycle again, reviews progress against the
objectives and where necessary revises objectives and the associated Programme
of Measures (PoM) for delivery between 2021 and 2027. An outline of the three
RBMP cycles can be seen in Figure 1.

2009-2015

Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3

Figure 1. Schematic demonstrating the periods of time covered by each RBMP
cycle.



This third cycle WWRBMP is produced by NRW under the Water Environment
(Water Framework Directive) England and Wales Regulations 2017. Welsh
Government, as the Appropriate Authority for River Basin Districts (RBDs) that are
wholly in Wales and the Welsh section of cross-border RBDs, has provided draft
guidance to assist NRW in the development of the RBMPs.

Since publishing the second cycle RBMPs, new Welsh legislation has placed greater
emphasis on the Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR) and the
importance of this in securing wellbeing for future generations. The Environment
(Wales) Act 2016 and the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act (2015)
require us to manage, use and enhance Wales’ natural resources to deliver lasting,
sustainable economic, social and environmental benefits. This puts in place an area
based approach to plan and manage our natural resources in a more joined-up way
to improve ecosystem resilience and the ability of our ecosystems to adapt to climate
change. This will involve the alignment of RBMP objectives with Area Statements,
which outline the priorities, challenges and opportunities for SMNR at a regional level
in Wales.

The plan includes a summary of:

e The most recent classification of water bodies. This enables us to understand
the current condition of the water bodies including all the quality elements.
Preventing deterioration from this baseline is a key objective of this plan, and
also one of our greatest challenges in protecting the water environment.

e The proposed Programme of Measures (PoM) needed to achieve the
objectives of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) Regulations 2017. These
include measures for Protected Areas towards meeting their statutory
objectives. The programme sets out the actions over the next planning cycle
2021-2027 with a focus on collaborative working and the delivery of multiple
benefits for people and wildlife.

« The proposed environmental objectives set for each quality element in all
water bodies, including an objective for the water body as a whole. The
default objective is to aim to achieve good status or potential by 2015. In
some instances, we have extended the deadline to 2027 or beyond where this
is justified on the basis of natural conditions, or technical infeasibility for a
small number of chemicals, or set an objective of less than good where this is
justified on the basis technical infeasibility or disproportionate cost.

The study area for the third cycle Western Wales RBMP covers 16,653 square
kilometres and covers the entire western half of Wales from the Vale of Glamorgan
in the south, to Denbighshire and Anglesey in the north. Figure 2 shows the RBDs
and the Western Wales RBMP study area.
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Figure 2. Western Wales River Basin District



2.1. Strategic Environmental Assessment of RBMPs

An SEA was undertaken of the first cycle RBMP to assess the wider environmental
effects of the PoM (Environment Agency Wales, 2009). The WFD Regulations 2017
requires that the RBMP is reviewed and updated every 6 years and so the second
cycle was published in 2015 and reviewed objectives and the PoM from 2015 to
2021. Again, an SEA was undertaken to ensure that we could identify where our
proposals for improving the water environment could have intended or unintended
consequences for people or the wider environment (Natural Resources Wales,
2015).

For this third cycle review of the draft WWRBMP, we undertook a study that
considered the second cycle SEA, to determine whether the predicted effects
materialised and to inform our screening and any assessments of the third cycle
RBMPs (Natural Resources Wales, 2020). The study concluded that during the
implementation of the second cycle no unforeseen significant environmental effects
were recorded, the assessment itself was precautionary and the scale of positive
change was overly optimistic. This has informed our SEA screening for the third
cycle plans.

3. SEA Screening

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (Sl
1656/04), often referred to as the SEA regulations, set out criteria and judgements
that must be taken in arriving at a screening determination. The questions below are
aligned with the regulations.

1. Is the third cycle WWRBMP subject to preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local authority OR prepared by an authority for
adoption through a legislative procedure by Parliament or Government?

Yes, the third cycle WWRBMP is subject to preparation by NRW and adoption by
Welsh Government as Appropriate Authority under the Water Environment
(Water Framework Directive) England and Wales Regulations 2017. Both of
which are national authorities.

2. Is the third cycle WWRBMP required by legislative, regulatory or
administrative provisions?

RBMPs are a legislative requirement under the Water Environment (Water
Framework Directive) England and Wales Regulations 2017 (Statutory
Instrument 407).

3. A) Is the third cycle WWRBMP prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
energy, industry, transport, waste management, water management,
telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use?



Yes, the third cycle WWRBMP objective is to promote the sustainable
management of the water environment.

B) Does the third cycle WWRBMP set a framework for future development
consent of projects in Annexes | and 2 of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations?

Yes, the third WWRBMP may set a framework for future development consent of
projects in Annex | and Il of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Regulations. Annex Il includes:

e Flood relief works / coastal work

e Dams or installations to hold water
e Transfer of water resources

e Waste water treatment plants

e Groundwater abstraction

. Will the third WWRBMP, in view of its likely effect on European sites,
require an appropriate assessment under the Habitats Regulations?

A draft Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) has been undertaken of the third
cycle WWRBMP (Natural Resources Wales, 2020). For certain measures, the
draft assessment could not conclude no likely significant effect on European sites
due to the high/over arching level of the measure. Following recent case law
(People Over Wind & Sweetman v. Coillte, 2018) mitigation and avoidance
measures can not be relied upon to conclude no likely significant effect of a plan
or project and this does change our approach to the third cycle HRA in
comparison to the approach we took for the HRA of the second cycle RBMPs.
Therefore, on a precautionary basis 9 of the 93 measures were taken through to
appropriate assessment stage, the remaining measures being screened out as
having no likely significant effect on European sites. The appropriate assessment
outlines high level mitigatory and avoidance approaches that must be applied in
the delivery of the screened in measures in lower tier HRA, deferring down
detailed consideration to the project level HRA.

The draft HRA concluded that the plans would not adversely affect the integrity of
European sites. The HRA conclusions should also be considered in the context of
the main aim of the RBMPs which are to improve the water environment,
including Protected Areas (European sites). The RBMP aims to work towards
achieving the conservation objectives of water dependent European sites and so
would be of benefit to them.

. Is the third cycle WWRBMP a minor modification of the second cycle
WWRBMP, subject to regulation 9(1)?

Where a plan is a minor modification to an existing plan and any modifications
are not likely to have significant environmental effects, taking into account criteria
specified in Schedule 1 of the SEA regulations and the views of consultation
bodies (NRW and Cadw), an SEA is not required.
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In order to determine whether this third cycle review of the RBMPs is a minor
modification we have considered the implementation of the second cycle in light
of the SEA undertaken and also made a comparison of the second cycle RBMP
measures with the third cycle RBMP measures in order to identify any
modifications. Annex 1 details this comparison and where modifications are
evident we have considered whether they are likely to have a significant effect on
the environment in Annex 2.

It should be noted that the measures are all national measures that apply across
Wales, including those with measure identification (ID) beginning WW or DE.
These are measures carried forward from the first and second cycle RBMPs that
have retained their ID for reporting purposes. This third cycle sets measures at a
national scale only, and is reliant on local implementation through identified
programmes, plans and Area Statements.

4. Determining the likely
significance of effects on the
environment

4.1. The Characteristics of the RBMP

During the second cycle RBMP there have been various legislative changes that
have steered the PoMs. Some of the key changes include:
e Potential post Brexit changes
e Changes in legislative framework, such as the Wellbeing of Future
Generations (Wales) Act (2015) and the Environment (Wales) Act (2016)
e Proposed legislative changes for agriculture
¢ New chemicals specified in the Environmental Quality Standards Directive, as
transposed into the the WFD )Standards and Classifications) Directions
(England and Wales) 2015 (referred to as EQSD from here onwards)
e Update to compliance for Protected Areas
e Climate change emergency
e Emerging theme on use and disposal of plastics

These are considered in more detail in the draft WWRBMP itself and have resulted
in revisions to some of the measures listed in Annex 1.

Table 1 considers the likely significance of effects of the WWRBMP as a whole, and
in relation to previous cycles and assessments. It provides a summary of the detailed
comparison of measures and, where modifications are apparent, an assessment of
their significant effects that are provided in the Annexes.
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Annex 1 compares the second cycle RBMP measures to third cycle measures and
identifies any modifications. These modifications are considered further in Annex 2,
to determine whether they are likely to lead to significant environmental effects at a
strategic level which have not already been identified and explored in previous
assessment. The measures apply throughout Wales but will be considered in
separate screening documents in relation to the Dee and Severn RBDs.
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Table 1. Likely Significance of effects on the environment of the RBMP as a whole.

Criteria for determining the
likely significance of effects
on the environment

Summary of significant environmental effects (negative and positive)

1(a) The degree to which the
RBMP sets the framework for
projects and other activities,
either with regard to location,
nature, size and operating
conditions, or by allocating
resources?

This is a strategic plan for achieving sustainable management of water and to
protect and improve surface waters and ground waters within the Western
Wales RBD. The SEAs undertaken in 2009 and 2015 described largely
positive effects and the potential negative effects on cultural heritage were
demonstrated through the review undertaken (Natural Resources Wales,
2020), to have adequate mitigation in place to avoid or reduce effects.

The proposed revision will not alter the framework set by the WWRBMP

1(b) The degree to which the
RBMP influences other plans
including those in a
hierarchy?

The third cycle WWRBMP may lead to projects being progressed on the
ground through other associated plans, programmes or strategies, eg. Metal
Mine Remediation Programme.

The proposed revision will not alter the influence of the WWRBMP

1(c) The relevance of the
RBMP for the integration of
environmental
considerations, in particular
with a view to promoting
sustainable development?

The RBMPs now sit within a wider legislative context in Wales, placing
statutory duties on NRW (and other public bodies) under the Environment
(Wales) Act 2016 and Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.
The protection and sustainable use and management of water for the benefit
of people and ecosystems continues to be central to the WWRBMP.

This aspect of the plan will not be changed by the review but the
introduction of the WFGA in 2015 further strengthens the need to embed
sustainable development.
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Criteria for determining the
likely significance of effects
on the environment

Summary of significant environmental effects (negative and positive)

1(d) What environmental
problems are relevant to the
RBMP?

The WWRBMP identifies Significant Water Management Issues (SWMIs) and
recommends measures to address them. The SWMiIs in the third cycle have
remained the same as the second cycle. These were consulted upon in 2019
and NRW’s response to the consultation on SWMIs was published on
1/07/2020.

The significant water management issues for the third cycle WWRBMP
were unchanged from the second cycle RBMP. As such the proposed
revision will not significantly alter this aspect of the plan.

1(e) Is the RBMP relevant for
the implementation of
European Community
legislation on the
environment?

The third cycle WWRBMP implements the WFD Regulations and Schedule 3
of these Regulations lists 11 further EU Directives that are also instruments
for the protection of water and so the RBMP is relevant for the implementation
of European legislation on the environment.

Whilst the RBMP considers a number of regulations, the proposed
revision will not alter the original purpose of the WWRBMP in this
respect.

2 (a) the probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility of
the effects

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the Environmental Report 2015 (ER2015).

2 (b) the cumulative nature of
the effects

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the ER2015.

2 (c) the transboundary
nature of the effects

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the ER2015.
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https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/research-and-reports/water-reports/river-basin-management-plans/summary-of-responses-to-the-challenges-choices-consultation/?lang=en
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/407/schedule/3/made?view=plain

Criteria for determining the
likely significance of effects
on the environment

Summary of significant environmental effects (negative and positive)

2 (d) the risks to human
health or the environment (eg
due to accidents)

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the ER2015.

2 (e) the magnitude and
spatial extent of the effects
(geographical area and size of
the population likely to be
affected)

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the ER2015.

2 (f) the value and
vulnerability of the area likely
to be affected due to —

i) Special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

i) Exceeded
environmental
quality standards or
limit values; or

iii) Intensive land-use;
and

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the ER2015.
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Criteria for determining the
likely significance of effects
on the environment

Summary of significant environmental effects (negative and positive)

2 (g) the effects on areas or
landscapes which have a
recognised national,
Community or international
protection status.

In the draft HRA undertaken for the third cycle RBMP 9 out of 93 measures
underwent appropriate assessment (note 1 of these was specific to the
English part of the Dee). Given the high level of the third cycle WWRBMP we
could not conclude that these measures would have no likely significant effect
on a European Site. Recent caselaw prevents us from considering mitigation
in the assessment of likely significant effect stage of the HRA and so these
measures went forward for appropriate assessment. The appropriate
assessment concluded no adverse effect on the integrity of European Sites
and in our opinion, with the implementation of the recommended mitigation
and HRA at a project level, these measures will not have a significant effect
on European Sites.

The proposed revision of the third cycle WWRBMP will be a minor
modification and will not significantly change the potential environmental
effects set out in the ER2015.
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4.2. Conclusion

NRW has determined that the draft third cycle WWRBMP will not generate any new
or additional significant environmental effects. This determination is supported by:

Review of the Implementation of the Second Cycle RBMPs in relation to the
Strategic Environmental Assessments (NRW Environmental Assessment
Team, March 2020).

The proposed revision will not change the underpinning WFD Regulations
objectives of the existing WWRBMP to prevent deterioration and enhance the
status of waterbodies. The significant effects which may potentially occur
have already been assessed and detailed in the Environmental Report 2015.
The conclusions of the Draft HRA.

Of the 93 measures in the draft third RBMP, 36 have been modified and the
remaining 57 have been retained from the second cycle. The retained
measures have already been subjected to SEA and the results set out in the
ER 2015. Of the modified measures:

o 20 have been reworded to reflect changes in legislation, but upon
consideration do not change the meaning of the measures and so we
have concluded the modification will not lead to significant
environmental effects at a strategic level which have not already been
identified and explored in previous assessments.

o 16 have been revised from the second cycle in light of continuous
improvement and adaptation, including the intention to develop long
term programmes, eg peatlands restoration. We have demonstrated
through further consideration in Annex 2, the line of sight from the
second cycle measures to the third cycle and consider that the
modification will not lead to significant environmental effects at a
strategic level which have not already been identified and explored in
previous assessment.

The revision will further develop the aspirational delivery of measures by NRW and
our partners. The nature and location of the projects that would be taken forward by
these measures is not fully or directly prescribed by the RBMP. The environmental
effects resulting from such activity will be secondary and as described in the ER

2015.

The ER 2015 established mitigation which largely relied on delivery through existing
regulatory regimes, for example, NRW projects will be delivered following relevant
operational guidance notes (OGN), such as OGN86 on screening internal projects
for environmental assessment and OGN200 on Habitats Regulations Assessment of

17



projects. As such, mitigation of potential adverse effects is already embedded in the
RBMP. No additional adverse effects are expected as a result of the revision,
however should adverse effects emerge this can be identified and addressed in a
timely manner using existing regulatory mechanisms.

NRW has determined that the revision to the WWRBMP does not require SEA and
provided in this document a statement of our reasons for this determination. The
views of the Consultation Bodies (Strategic Assessment Team in NRW and Cadw)
on likely significant effects will be sought under Section 9 (2) of the SEA regulations.
This determination will also be published alongside the draft RBMP in December
2020.
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Annex 1. Comparison of the second RBMP measures with the draft third RBMP measures
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NEVIE exlstrgp ’Iamgmmpmgt of\/\ukardsdmed&sgsberodesk sensitvely, sﬁ%mmwwwmﬁmmw&eﬁs
SUppartVvakes 1o have a acestine that is sustanabie and resllient to cdimaie
_ o . . change. Plan for aoestal adgpiation in linewith Shoreline Pln
vy | SVBParoen realmn’tertdallﬁomtoeaﬂmhngﬁ icy for aoestal defence Ereble the National Hebitat Creation
the National Hebitat (NHCP). glogamebmlwerocm ntertidal habitatwhere required. Integrate,

WEreanoprate naiure-tased solutions into the delivery of acastal defence
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DIVbasue National Measure second Cycle National Measure third Cycle
V\eer Carpenies will address the impadis ofwalier asselsonfish
pe_a&ge%ihreof\/\ﬁ@@laﬁors 70[.IT1. N accordancewith
Wn o7 (2020-25). Thiswill address res thatactasbamers o
NEAIO migrationwhich are associated with other aspedts of water company
gperations, sudhas trunk sewersandmains pipes located I river dannels, and
associated conaete sills and strudures. In same cases, theremay be uncerainty
Q/era&etwermﬁv\hldnvw_ll nesd 1o be resoved. Solutions may often e
Fepic nqorwmnentth sdﬂr&&gnsml se‘c)lrvrwlgq]tn'a@mwt foreduethe
as
NEAGS mpact of physical modifications (water compeny resenoirs)
Amex14. Table of measures iormanage ‘dhances o natural flowand levels ofwaker’.
WESSLI® | National Meastre seoond Cycle National Measure third Cycle
D
V\ekh Goverment o review the abostraction licensing system o infom \elsh Goverrrment, supporied by NR, will continue tomove wder resouross
CvB future policy In relation to water resource manegament Iioerlc'rghbﬂ'eErMmrmialbf-{’amittrgl%gjlaﬁors
NewAuthonsations (lioensing ot histoncal -
MO | oem daslrachorssmg y Reian
s b asess he erviomenial _
CYM31 S of mpoundments and possble Retan
Measures
CIVR Prontise solutions 1o tadkle water body Retain
FlFmMﬁ%mW Waiker forVVakes, seek
cwes | Inire S Strakegy ,S9KVAYS | Rein
Sestr priortise NeK wettanosioeatiands :
CM | oreenation andwaker level maregament Reian
nort the delivery of the V\elsh Govermment Nationall Peatiand :




recuiring
Veasure - - assessmentof
D National Measure second Cycle National Measure third Cycle S%Mem
on
Tagetendmeragamant Glesli rorment ™
ur gHer M
NDKOD16 | StEMeand Secion 19 o diffuse poliution from Retain No

WG _ b{l\Hlvraeqorrrr&oredaandynbNUthecbrderers
Wh[%jwl hepto wherewater ssvilgmeasures canbemecke.

ies. The study fesulis then to infom potential future work
_ bmbfa_rmerseic.tohavenglgoerme_ resilient
incudewater efficiency measures but also bewider for
storage, use of different souraes.

an .
ies. Thiswould

aegtionofwater

W\aenwise have identified aneed for water labelling onwater

NEAND

Caliaborative working with VWGMEOONNRAWakemise o identify water
initiativeS inVWakes

Amex1.5. Table of measures for menaging Invasive NordNative Species (INNS).

National Measure second Cycle

National Measure third Cycle

Contnue o npove of distrbutions and nprove public
anarenessofnewad ished | [ R

asonline and sTart phone recording MOLen

SOSCES, €320
mpementthe

Spport mplemeniation of he B requiation on invesive Alien Speces and
thShabgy%bﬁasﬂO%ﬁemdmﬁmdmes
and create stronger controls on pethways of entry for themost dameging
those amving in estlame and coestal water bodies

upcEied (3B strategy on nvasive

Speces
V\okwith pariners ad the develooment of newand nnovainve
solutions, suchas £ and Aquainvacke led by Shensea
University to investigate early detection and exadication of freshwater NNS
and aguaauiture; and the STaIl Business Research imitative innovation
progamTe.
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National Measure second Cycle

National Measure third Cycle

InHinewith the regulation n'pleTmledby[]EI:RAbrErglmd uderte

In linewith the reguiation rrpIaTenle by[EFl%forErglarl mcbriheV\ﬁldIrfe

V\ﬁdlrfe&@%ﬁabmtmsﬂeofﬁ\e nonativeaquatic | and Countryside Act, ben the sale of 2 invasive nonvnative aguatic plants
CV® , Zeala%
floatingwater primroses, NewZealand | \\akes: New plgm/xeedaasmlarehsu andvxabrfem(AzoIla
plgm/\eedpanosf feamm filiculoides) ( )
ad o godes ofaondudtad
CWRD | inttiatives, adp'g&@am%m OfIN\ISacrossrmme Retan
=gV frlgdnslsbwrmusem posedby are maneged
CYVBT e SPSCES Retain
thecratrgbosewnlyb&ctprachoenbapprqaaiereghbryregm
CVR INto elfecive control and eradication methods for INNS Retain
(marme, ten&elrelawdfr&dmabr)vwhsmﬁwwtnmdsmhﬂ(
Investigation nto the Ipalrv\aysoﬂrarsrerforlN\Bh the activities
NENZ rre“%bv\abr , potential mitigationmeasures o be |
Investicate the | of INNS onwater aamperny lend and fram transfers of
Amex1.6. Table of measures 1 manege poliution from rural aress.
VESSU® | Ntional Measire seoond Cycle National Measure third Cycle
D
cnwey | VeshGoemmentio review legsktive framework sumounding rural difiuse | Rasin
e nou :
CMES 'delbadwleve @Jl&tﬂ%%% the checties | FEEN
vers a priontised MeasuUres on
v GoerrmentV\/oodbndEsgl%gi'oa-rrTE support delivery o WHD Reguiations 2017 | Retain
adProlededAlea —
2 @ (ncbdng ForesBardWae’GJdel nes), ad ! Relan

PracuoeGud&s aooss the forest sedor.,




recuiring
Veasure . - - assessmentof
D National Measure second Cycle National Measure third Cycle sga;ﬁwteﬂeds
on
CYv4 V\eIShGO\,errTrmtlagetGlash VWoodiendVenegament ncentives o Retain oM
r' .
o rrplm’entthe mmmpdmﬁammw\a&s -
CYMAG | Reyiations 2013 (s anended) as ' )| Relain No
DeliverV\aier Anareness Bvenis o sialf and conraciorswhowork on _
Civid | Wekh Goverment\Woodiand Estate (and in private forestry) to coverwatier | Retan No
Review the mplementation Veregament Requirements (VR
and Good Agnauliural Environmental w%)bsmmeg te ) _
VD Ee“mma%&%“‘m@m'“mm'%“éewﬁ oo | o "
mon
(vvihhiflg'%%nmisof (sites)with SVR. N
CMor famswithin catchmenis which are aunently impacingon NXK Sites Reian No
Reviewad the efiediiveness and enioroament of relevant. _
CYV8 bgslaphgwd%w(ga)aawss)bnmensmmybcbalwhdrﬂiﬁe Retan No
Investigation 1o iderify where NEK sites doansireemor forestry may beneit
from mprovaenis (j.€. riparian vegetation mprovements, forest drain
CY1Vi realigrnﬂadroa(chhe_drahdbaxrscﬁmﬂdnmabrmjs&s)bweet Retan No
adamacduqzsrﬁwmm In oder tomnimise any risk of diffuse pollution
Align staiutory duties under pemiting and slation osupporta
CYM4 I"o?s1hc ¢ 0 bnihocmdeposit_ionh\@,rgbg' boharand | Ry ND
water quality impadts and engagewith exemal odelivera
natural resources menegaeEnt goproad
Viewll enoourﬁe NRVVand curomn Agricuitural Pdvso(;y Servioes pwork
CYWE3 gﬂﬂglerdmmsoda/emaoormmucbrsladrgof flusepoluion | Ry Nb
v e e Sk v
288 | PoectdAess Reen
NewReguiations in\Walkes for agriculture to indude: nutrient
NEVVA2 panning; sustainable fertiliser goplications Iid@dbﬁemmdop;
protection of water fram pollution related to when, where and howfertilisers are
spread; manure storage stancards.
daebpvmmmaddel' andNatural mof mVVaI&swiIIV\orkbévth thesedors o
veraprogranme measures o drive
NEAD Regulations 2017 and

diffuse poliution in order 10 support el
ProbclgglArea cbectives Ve

y§




National Measure second Cycle National Measure third Cycle

W\elsh Goverrrment and Natural Resouraes\Wales will develop, enbed and
deliver a programeof advice and guidance o drive mprovaants o diffuse
%el;hon_ N order o suppart delivery o VWHD Reguiiations 2017 and Protecied

W\ekh Govemmentand reguiaiors will developand deliverani
%am’eof wb@%ﬁehmm%hqcbrba%%yof
Reguiations 2017 and Protected Area dojectives

W%ammggdlabual vaglesvwll\/\oﬂggh innovation
develop vera nnovation o drive
todifﬁr%e mhmbmmmm 7ad

W\essh Goverrment and Natural Resouraes\VWales and others will embed dhedks
and balances and deliver a programreof incentives to drive improvamenis o
diffuse poliution in order to support delivery oVMVHD Regulations 2017 and
Protecied Area dojectives

The secior ledWales LandIVE Foum VWMLIVF) SlbbGroypan
Agriautiural Poliution are working together to develop a suite of measures and
goproades thatwill nefp dellver_trr%ntgoal ofelm agricultural poliution,
whilstmaintaininga sound sustai agnoultural secior 2bke o thrivewithin




Amex1.7. Table of measures for manaeging poliution fronmine aress.

IViodification
D National Measure second Cycle | National Measure third Cycle S%Emm
on
environment
_ Notamodification,
Aprogranmre to deliver but requires
gopopriete treatmentata gvell . : . - — . assesgTEiasa
CY\MKO mrberr%gp ity, h Delivermetal (nontacal) minewater preventative and remediation programme as identified under treMetdl Mine Strategy: | resultofthis
beneﬁtthe mrl\ﬁs o for\Wakes. MEssUIE requinng
under the Metal Mine Strategy Aopropriate
Assessrentnthe
daftHRA
Coal Authority mineneler _
CEO014 | preveniative and remediation Retan No
Caontinue o nvestigaie minewater
VIO pers naooocrewih Ve Rean No
hpﬁmmgbeﬁtpm
aontrols and remediation at ,
VWAO141 | abandoned aoalmines. DECC Retain No
funded prioritised (phased)
progaTe
Amex1.8. Tabke of measures omanege all SionificantVWaterVenecament Issues.
%mle National Measure second National Measure third Oycle
NEAO3 NR/Vand its pariners deliver mprovemenis forwaier quality, 1o the wider ervirommentand 1 peaple within he Opporiinity
ALnsk WW%W)(W%WW@%)%MH@M%B@ plus
fallreand o vieble catchment solutions. E%g catchment are found o be possble, and stakeholder
agreaTent can be assured, mprovementmessures will be delivered throughout AVIPY.

Arange ofmessures are planned 1o endeavour o adhieve the microbial standard in shellifish fliesh. A nuber ofacions are

penned under PR19and locally hatwill leed fo improvement n Sheliish QL Biity. Plens are also inplace o deliver a betier
NBAGS urbrsladiggfhpuerergmiledbamiae%tﬁshw/abrﬂoteded Chichives a1 oelion Daurport oot




g aiMeastreseoond | Nefioral Meastre third Cyce

NRV reviens its Core Maragament Plans for Naiura 2000 sites to ensure that the aonservation dbjectives reflect the latest

with olher organisations to profect and mprove the waerenviromment th NRASForus, in particular the
V\ées%Mammthorun o

mderl..F Scerhe el of WS, | Dfyer adtinswitin the annal Verine Prolected Area Nework Menegement Adtion Pen lnked to he MPANBtwork

: Menegament Framenorks forVWales 2018-2023. These adtions indude reviemng impedts of unreguilated activities, mproving
aeeccefed actvos s S@J .| bosadnty formerne ivasive speces and improving cordiion of et res i VerneRDKSiES.

address thedi ISSUES.

Deliver actions within Prosperity for\Wales: A Climete Conscious V\eles 2000- 2005

Ensure \VWHD Regullations 2017 measures deliver ultiple benefits, nature based solutions and biodiversity benefits to deliver
SX

"Viial mue"mhmseBaJthRNWareasbrwmpkmbbdmsdyademﬁenresiliemebZOZer_er
themes to aontrbute o adhieving swelHoeing dojectives and the dojectives of thé VWales Naiuire Recovery Action Pin.
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g aiMeastreseoond | Nefioral Meastre third Cyce
V\eer ieswill delvera om&eugahorsam%_mmmbdealvwhdmnalsbsmmdelweryof
WWHDRequiations 2017 and Areadbectives nAVFY ( 20)

Iplement tihe WYWVID sensitive areas review (review aanpieted by 2021)




Annex 2. Consideration of modifications and their likely significance of effects on the environment.

Amex2.1. Table of modified measures for managing pollution frammine areas’, and their likely significant effects on the erviroment.

Neasue
D

Description of mociified
measure

Likely significance of environmental effects.

N0

"TneVVaker Industry wil

Sie Ry

[

mpovamenis o sewege

discharges aontinuous

ad h@m’!%in orerto
delivery o\AVFDad

R Bl ahesT

_ (I\I:I-’alsdmmtbxﬁ_N%Nem\N_as_ NREVP o/des oneand o as one of the keymedrensms for
deltr'\S%\/P ) q&ﬂ?ﬂmedeia'i&em%mymmmh mﬁﬂmm
honever, for oyde three themessures in the draft are at a natiordl level. ’

InZ)j5,thees1emes“nedﬂwgdetmmnssAagedde' gatingand tackli
sustainable dranage 1o reduce surfacewater drainage o seners'”. / the scake of themeasure hes
SEAMeans that the assessments framoyde ino onweter purification andweske treatment remain valid.
E%%goosed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill not significantly change the potential envirormental effects setout in the

sewer blodages and inplamenting
rmdiﬁecﬁshalegionaueoﬁm

NEVZS

These plans are driven by \Welsh Govermrent's \Waker for\Wakes’ (2015), Waier UK's 215 Century Drainece Poganmeand Onet’s final
FR19 -ﬁliaé&b bring longdem npovements o ' dranage andwasienater plamning. These newplans are under development and will

The proposed revisionwill not alter the framework set by the WWRBVP

Amex2 2. Table of modified measures formeanaging physical modifications’, and theiir likely significant effects on the enviromment

Neasure

D mdnndﬁed Liely significance of environmental effects.
CYW4 | Delveresisanebe | Thismeasure hes been relaned ram o/ce 2 and o is notamodiication, but in the dirat HRAUNdertaken for the third oyce VWWRBIVP his measure
fishenes progammein um\mwm ands0 it is mpariant thatwe considerwhether this might constitte a sign effect onthe enviromment
Wakes tosedure underS le 1 of the SEAReguiatios and in particularwhether the measures will heve an onareaswhich have a recognised intermational
mg%tam o fish protection siatus Sites). Given the high level of the third oycle VWVRBVPwe aould not aonduce _tmtthlsmee&lremwldraemhke%v\ad
hetitat andmigration significanteflectcona ropeensrtel%cmtmaN(BAena'nswfrcm eringmitigationat this N the HRAad s0 this messurewent
for AA The AAsets out thatt the ariteria for deferring conn the HRA D loner tier , progranmres and projects are met andwe are aonfident that they
can be celiveredwithout causing adverse effects on site integrity. It also sefs outa seres Gimeasures and goprcadeswhich, alogwithan
erpropmlelyg%alledl-RA,vwller&Jremhgatmsnplargmmntremer-terpbrs,pogmwesanplopdsloa\m reduce any mpeds
onEBuropean

"The gopropriaie assessment concluded no adverse efiect on the inegyrity of Burapean sites and inour gpinion, with the impleentationof the
reconmerded mitigation and HRAat a proect level, thismeasurewi %masigniﬁcaweffedm%sim

Thismeasure will not significantly change the potential envirormental effects set out in the ER2015
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https://www.water.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Water_UK_DWMP_Framework_Report_Main_September-2019.pdf
https://www.ofwat.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Final-methodology-1.pdf
https://www.ofwat.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Final-methodology-1.pdf

D mmm 'e' ofmocified Liely significance of environmental effects.
NEME | Apogrenmre o delver "Theamis 1o teke a naiure-basad approach o resiore darackeristic nver habiiat for the benefit of nyd ,Wabrvarg,jgllrlybodl\ersﬂy,ﬁsrerm_
nver and flood %.ﬂebagdhsmukwbedeﬁedas:ﬁere&eﬁo!dmﬁquual physical processes (eg. o flowand sedment
mrberofhmigw prio?itly? novarent), features (eg. sediment size and river shepe) and physical hebitats of a river system (including submerged, benk and floodplain arees).
hihberefitiver Whist this is ] as a newmeasure, the goproadhes 1o address physical madifications inwaterbodies were proposed and assessed n first RBVIP
] identified under | and secord %& ﬁge@dd_whnw@@mﬂeeaecb&hﬂsbmmmmmm,ddwyd
gmm o mpovarenis flood risk projects, delivery of NNSmeesures.

W\akes T_fe_rmdifmtimbrhisrrees;reBbmam%wtm_mmbwmmmmmmmmisthermst
significant reason forwaterbodies not achieving Nn\Waks. This will helo pridritise and foaus resouraes on certain catdments o
meximise the berefit rather then recammending diiffierent solutions or
In the draft HRA undertaken for the third cyce VWVRBVP this measure undement AAand so it is inporant that we considerwhether this might
aonstitte a significant effect on the enviromment under Sdneduie 1 oftheS_EAI%plahmsald N particularwhether the measures will have aneflect on
areesmhmra/eareaglsgdlnmam_ onal protection status (Burapean Sites). Given the high level of the third cycie VWWRBVP we aould not conclude
that thismeasurewould mllkelysgjlﬁwteﬂectma site. Recent caselaw prevents us from aorsideringmitigation at this stage inthe
HRAad so thismeasure went fomard for AA. The AAseis out that the arteria for deferming doan the HRA o loner tier plans, and proects
%M@m&%MM%%ﬁ%MlWQMMm%lw I;traelsosetstgrﬁaselm rme&nrgsﬂgd _
aoproadhes ,a angppopriatel HRA will ensure mitigation is implemeniedwithin the loner-tier plans, progranmes and projects
o avod and reduce any mpecis on Buirgpean site integrity. eI
"The gopropriaie assessment concluded no adverse efiect on the inegyrity of Brapean sites and in our gpinion, with the implemeniationof the
recnmerded mitigation and HRAata proect level, thismeesurewi _%;ha\,ea ) Meﬁectm%sms ]

The proposed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill rusmrﬁwﬂysgjumﬂnpoemal envirormental effects set out in the BR2015
NEAME | DeiverpoganofNAK | AsSNEVWZ.

ﬁedageknreﬁofta) The proposed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill not significantly change the potential environrmental effects set out in the BR2015

strategic aoproach

ﬁrdr%er?émdelmy

NEVWI3 %ﬁ“‘%raWLIFEpropgr |vmmmmmmmmﬁmvmﬁwmmmm Idenae and these efieds were assessed nERAN5. Foroyde
mdropomgdﬂmm three themeasure reflects the gpplication of guidence thatwes developed and i . '
inspections toensure

they are operatingn The proposed revisionwill not alter the framework set by the WWRBIVP

axpliancewith

%ﬁonm/reretfeyfailbdo

0.

NEVWI4 | Apply aur curent guicance | ASNEVVI3.
anderwmi

stadads tonew
aostractionad
mpoundrent licences for

The proposed revisionwill not alter the framework set by the WWRBIVP




Likely significance of environmental effects.

NS

where
floodmenegarent options
in the delivery of flood risk

Thelineofs the second oyce is evident. Thewording of themeasures laérlsedbr_efecttrentodﬂmoﬂm

_ framnatioralmeasures nthe hesbeen )
Erviromment ) Act 2016 and the drafft National Flood Risk Menegament (NARVIS) for\Walkes (due for adoption in 2020).
Food Risk Menegament mukisdelwerederﬁdrwaswatredraﬁraﬁa*al_mvs,tresmelm / t Plans and the Flood Risk
Maregament Plans n\Wakes. Eachof theseare o SEAand HRA The third RBVP pramotes delivery that will benefit waterbody status. The
asessment andmitigation associatedwith FRVI NERA1S is still valid.
The proposed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill not significantly change the potential environrmental effects set out in the ER2015

N6

AsNEWIB.
The proposed revisionwill be aminormodiification andwill not significantly change the potential environrmental effects set out in the ER2015

N1/

AsNBEWITG.
The proposed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill not significantly change the potential environrmental effects set out in the BR2015




%hmje mmm 'e' ofmocified Liely significance of environmental effects.

NEWI9 ieswill 'TheNational EEMrioment NRVV ceadwoasaeatthe waler
B A St S e AN ot oy LS s g S A
\AaEromperyasse’lsm qcles water aampeny measures in the NEPwere published for cycle o, honever, for oyce three the
hlup%m% meesures N the draft are atanational Ievel

aoecives | Cviv23 and4weremeasures in the firstand second cyde RBVIP andwere aimed at fish passage and hebitat improvaments. Theassessmrent

|nAl\/P7(202025) This | underiaken in BER2)15 foaussad on the activities rather’ then the arganisation delivering the measure. CYMR,3 and 4 have been refained in the third
ﬂaddmsmgﬁ%r?m k.

as bamers
migationwhichare In the draft I-RAuderla}mbrﬂ‘ehrd cyce VWAVRBVP this measure undement AAand sorit is |rrpor1mttmtv\eoorsdervmtherhsmg1t
asocatedwith other aonstite asign effect on the enviromrent under Saheduie 1 of the SEA Iahonsa\dnpamcu whether themeasures will heve aneflect on
aspects ofwater aampery aleesmhld”nl“avea ised intemational protection staitlis (Europeen Sites). Given the high level of the third oycle VWAVRBVPwe aould not conclude
qerations, sudhas rurkK | that thismeasurewould mllkelysgjlﬁwteﬂect a site. Recent caselaw prevents us frunocrsdammrhgahonathssiagentm
sanersandmans HRAad so thismeasure went AA The AAseis aut thet the ariteria for deferming doan the HRA D loner tier plars, and proecis
located in river damess, aenﬁadmeaemfdaﬂatheycmbeddwedw&nﬂcaﬂgad\aseefbdsmsmmbgw ItalsoseBaJtaseresgrme&lr&sad
andassocatedooncele | goproadheswhich, abrnghawmpropnateNdelaﬂedl—RAvwllermremhgam mplemeniedwithin the loner-tier plans, programmes and proedis
Slbadshudumr&esln e o avod and reduce any mpects on BLopean site nfegrity.
SOTECaSES mey
uncertainty over asset "Thegppopriate assessment conduded noadverse eflecton the i of BEuropeen sites and in our opinion, with the mplementation of the
%A@sr%ymhmvwllneed reconmencded mitigation and HRAat a proect level, thismeasure ne[?%ra/easmﬁcateffedm%sm
%ayd’mbe_npla’rmled The proposed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill not significantly change the potential environrmental effects set out in the BR2015
rouch n
partnersnpwith other
Secors. P

NEWEB I-Hallatn'g%]/arem AsNew19
schares, suchas
sednaw o | The proposed revisionwill be aminormodification andwill not significantly change the polential envirormental effects setout in the ER2015
recuge roetons

QOENY IESENOIrS)

Amex2.3. Table of modified measures to manace all Significant \VWaierManegament Issues, and their likely sionificant effects on the erviromment.

%hesue mdm Likely significance of environmenkal effects.

CYwmr3 \?\%ﬂthecbl ofthe | Thsmeasure hasbeenelanedfram 2 and so is notamoadiication, but in the drait HRA undertaken for the third VWREVIPthismeasure

. umn/\aIAAadsortlsn'pa‘mt we aonscerwhether thismight constitue a si rﬁcmteffectmtheerm UtbrSdHinkaﬂESEA
National Peatiand the measures will have an efiect on areaswhich have a recognised inematioral status (Europeen
Restoration Progame. Sm) thehgwle\elofthehrdqdeVW\FE\/P\Ae aouid not condude that this measure would heve no likely si lﬁcmteffedonaEu

mitigationat this N theHRAad so this measure went AA TheAAseisautthet the
ﬂeFRA\bbAertlerp [aEsS prqedsarenetaﬁmeaemfdmtmtggmbeddmedemmasrg
aj\erseeﬂ'eclsmsrlentegﬂy It also sefs out a sevies ofmeasures and goproecheswhich, albngwith an detailed HRA will ensure
mitigation is mplementedwithin the lower-tier plans, programmes and proiedts 1o avoid and redUce any impadis on Euirapean site integty.

A




Description of mociified
measure

Likely significance of environmental effects.

The gopropriaie assessment concluded no adverse efiect on the inegrrity of Burapean sites and in our gpinion, with the impleentation of the
mm@ﬂ@mw%aamm,hbmmﬁ%ma@mmﬁaim%%.

This measure will not significantly change the potential environrmental effects set out in the BR2015

Apoganmebdeiver | Thismeasure has been relained fram oycle 2 and so is notamadification, but in the drait _FRKWE@HF% ElEFVWRVPhsmle
gopopriate treaimentata | undement AAand so it is important thatwe considerwhether this might constitue a significant effect on the enwire under Scheduie 1 of the SEA
syal nurterofh Regulations and in particularwhether the measures will have an effect on areas which have a recognised intemational protection staitus (Europeen
priority, high melal | Sies &éBHw%r\trehgﬂevelcftmmdqde_vw_\m\/Pme_ e could not condude Mhsneeajremwbraemmmm&edmaﬁj
mnes identified underthe | site.F caselwv usfram eringmitigation at this N the HRAand so this messurewent AA TheAAsetsout that the
Vetal Mine Strategy for criteria for deferring down the HRA o lower tier plans, programmes and projects are met and we are gorfident that they can be deliveredwithout causing
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