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1. Introduction
The chemicals used in sheep dip are extremely toxic. If you carelessly store, use or release sheep dip on your land it can cause pollution to groundwater lying below the surface. Polluted groundwater can drain into and contaminate nearby drinking water sources such as boreholes, wells and springs, and pollute watercourses.
The guidance also applies to the handling and disposal of purl and bloom dips used in plunge dipping which contain chemicals which are harmful to the water environment.
By following this code of practice you can reduce the risk of causing pollution. If pollution to groundwater or surface water is identified you could be subject to enforcement action by Natural Resources Wales. 
This code of practice should be read in conjunction with advice issued by manufacturers of sheep dip and other organisations who have published their own guidance on health & safety, safe dipping practices, and animal welfare which are not covered here.
2. Before you dip sheep
You need to prepare properly to minimise the risk of causing pollution.
Plan your treatment and ectoparasite control programme 
Consider if dipping is the most appropriate treatment option or if other treatment options are available and more practical for your circumstances. Work with your animal health advisor to put in place flock health plans and determine parasite risk and treatment requirements.
Get a certificate of competency
You must get a City & Guilds NPTC Level 2 Award in the Safe Use of Sheep Dip qualification to buy sheep dip or carry out dipping.
Without this certificate of competence you can help someone else who holds a valid certificate with their dipping, but you can’t do it on your own, or buy the dip.
You must use the sheep dip in accordance with a marketing authorisation granted under the Veterinary Medicines Regulations. You must only use the sheep dip for plunge dipping – it is not authorised for use in showers or jetters.
Plan for the disposal of the waste sheep dip
Make sure you have arrangements in place to dispose of the waste sheep dip that will be generated, as well as any unused sheep dip concentrate, containers, and disposable personal protective equipment (PPE).
When dipping the sheep yourself arrange in advance for the waste dip to be collected by a registered waste carrier for disposal at a waste treatment facility, unless you hold an existing environmental permit from Natural Resources Wales to dispose of the waste sheep dip to land.  
If using a sheep dip contractor, agree in advance who will be responsible for disposal of the waste dip that will be generated.  
You will either need to:
arrange for a registered waste carrier to collect the waste sheep dip for disposal at a waste treatment facility.
agree that the contractor takes it away for you if they are a registered waste carrier.

Keep a copy of the waste transfer note as a record of the waste transfer.
You and your contractor could be prosecuted if waste sheep is illegally disposed of. 
Choose a safe location to dip sheep
Static and mobile dip baths, drain pens and associated equipment should be:
at least 50m from watercourses (e.g. rivers, streams, ponds, lakes, ditches or drains) wetlands, wells, springs or boreholes.
Not within a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site, Biological Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or an aquatic local nature reserve.
Not within a groundwater Source Protection Zone 1.
Outside areas liable to flood.
Away from areas with a high water-table or prone to water logging.
On flat ground with well-established grassland or rough grazing cover.
On land which is not compacted or frozen.
On land with at least a spade’s depth of topsoil and preferably a further 0.5 metre depth of soil.
Not on roads or tracks.
If you cannot meet these requirements you will either need to install a new static dip bath or use a mobile dipping system elsewhere on the farm.
If you are using a mobile system in a farmyard make sure:
all yard drains are sealed.
you collect any drainage from sheep leaving the system in the way you would for a static dip bath.
collection systems are designed and constructed to collect all waste sheep dip.

Check the dip bath (mobile and static) 
Make sure your static and mobile dip baths: 
Have no cracks or signs of damage to structure or seals, corrosion or excessive wear.
Do not have damage or drain holes that could cause leakage. 
Are designed and maintained to ensure splashes are contained and directed back into bath.
Are ideally of one-piece construction to reduce the risk of leaks.
Are UV resistant if made of plastic, and have not perished.
Are not used past the manufacturer’s recommended replacement date.
Have a cover to prevent rainfall, people or animals from falling in when not being used. 
Do not use old brick-built sheep dipping baths as these are highly likely to leak given their age and overall condition.  You should install a new dip bath or use a mobile sheep dip contractor.
Drain off pen(s) for static baths and mobile dip units should have:
enough space to hold the batch of sheep being dipped. Sheep must remain in the drainage pen until no further dip is visibly dripping from their fleece. 
A drainage apron made up of impermeable floors and joints with built-in slopes - to allow excess dip to drain back to the bath. Allowing waste dip to soak into the ground, soil or into a surface water drain poses a significant risk of pollution.
Appropriately sized and positioned kerbs and screens fitted so that all splashes, spills, and run-off will be contained and flow back to the dip bath.
A sealed residue sump (also known as a filter or trap) to catch any solid debris such as wool, faeces, and dirt. Ensure it is checked often and emptied when required. 

The equipment you use to fill the bath should be:
Designed and used to ensure back siphoning of dip is prevented. 
Only used for sheep dipping - never for domestic or livestock water supply.

Further guidance on constructing pens can be found in British Standard 5502 ‘Buildings and structures for agriculture - Code of practice for design, construction and loading’
Buy and transport dip concentrate
Only buy:
dip concentrate authorised by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate.
dip if you have the necessary qualifications and training.
dip if you have a certificate of competence in the safe use of sheep dip.
as much as you need so you don’t have to store it for long periods, which increases the risk of spillages, leaks and causing pollution.
When transporting dip concentrate make sure:
containers are secure, are not leaking, and can’t move or be punctured.
partly used containers are closed securely and kept upright to prevent spills.
Storing dip concentrate
Store concentrate in its original container, which should be clearly labelled. Do not decant into other containers.  Store containers in either:
properly constructed farm chemical storage.
an approved metal cabinet that meets the requirements of the Health and Safety Executive’s guidance on storing pesticides for farmers.
Your store must be locked when not in use.
Dealing with spills during transport and storage
If there are spills during storage or transport, you should soak them up with absorbent material.  You must get a registered waste carrier to dispose of the material and dip. You must keep a copy of the waste transfer note when transferring this waste to the carrier. 
Prior to collection you need to be able to store the “absorbed material” in a secure and safe manner to prevent the dip leaching and potentially polluting groundwater or surface waters.
You should not pour spills back into the container as this could contaminate your dip. 
You must not pour or wash any spilt dip into drains, watercourses, or onto the ground.
3. When you dip sheep
Check the weather forecast
Only dip when the sheep can remain dry for 2-4 days after dipping.  Use a ventilated shelter for your flock if you have one. Rain will wash off dip that hasn’t had time to dry making it ineffective at treating the sheep.
Fill the bath
You must fill the dip bath following the manufacturer’s guidance specific to the type of dip being used.
You must take care to avoid polluting groundwater or surface water when you’re filling the dip bath. Pollution could happen if you:
allow dip to overflow from the bath. 
use the bath in the wrong place.
don’t use the manufacturer’s approved dispensing equipment.
leave dip concentrate in open containers.
Keep all waste dip and washings in the bath
You must make sure all waste dip and washings stays inside the dip bath during and after dipping. 
Wash protective clothing (PPE), footwear and equipment used for dipping before you leave the dipping site, making sure all contaminated water drains to the bath.
If spills occur outside the dipping site soak up spillages with absorbent material. Securely store the absorbed material until you can get a registered waste carrier to dispose of the material. You must keep a copy of the waste transfer note when transferring this waste to the carrier. 
4. After dipping sheep
Transfer the sheep to the drain pen
After dipping the sheep:
keep them in the drain pen until there are no signs of dip solution dripping from their fleeces – use double drain pens if needed.
keep the residue sump (also known as a filter or trap) clear during dipping. Dispose of any waste material such as wool, faeces or other debris via your registered waste carrier.
Transfer the sheep to the holding area
After you have finished dipping sheep you should release them from the drain pen to a holding area. Make sure:
their fleeces are not visibly dripping when they leave the drain pen.
the holding area does not contain any wells, springs, boreholes, watercourses, ditches, wetlands or drains.
you provide the sheep with drinking water in troughs or another form so they don’t run to the nearest watercourses to drink.
you keep the sheep in the holding area until they are completely dry.
Keep sheep away from wells, springs, boreholes, watercourses, ditches or wetlands for as long as possible and ideally at least 3 weeks after dipping, as evidence shows that dip compound can still wash out of dry fleeces during this time.
If you take the sheep to a field for holding, keep them away from wells, springs, boreholes, watercourses, ditches or wetlands when in transit.
Do not move sheep if they are wet, unless in a vehicle or trailer which contains enough absorbent material to mop up all drips.
If sheep escape from a holding area and get into a wetland or watercourse before the dip has dried, retrieve them immediately. 
Wash out your vehicle or trailer afterwards, collecting, storing and disposing of the washings in the same way as waste dip. Dispose of the absorbent material in the same way as any other contaminated waste via a registered waste carrier.
Empty the dip bath
Empty the dip bath as soon as possible after dipping to reduce the risk of leaks or overflows due to rain.
1. Wash down the bath as well as drain pens and any associated areas, with all the washings going into the dip bath.
2. Remove all the waste dip and washings from the bath and transfer to your secure storage.
3. Cover the bath to prevent rain, people or animals from falling in when it is not being used.
5. Handling and disposing of waste sheep dip
You must store and dispose of waste sheep dip carefully to avoid polluting groundwater, surface water or the surrounding environment.
Storing waste sheep dip
If you are unable to dispose of it straight away you must store waste sheep dip:
in impermeable containers designed to store toxic materials
in a bunded area with an impermeable base that can retain 110% of the largest container or 25% of the total volume that could be stored, whichever is greater.
at least 50 metres from any watercourse, spring, well or borehole.
Do not store waste dip in the dip bath as it is not secure and there is a risk of overflow from rain or leaks leading to pollution.
Further guidance on constructing farm storage can be found in British Standard 5502 ‘Buildings and structures for agriculture - Code of practice for design, construction and loading’.
If you require more advice on how to safely store waste sheep contact Natural Resources Wales:  Natural Resources Wales / How to safely dispose of waste sheep dip
Disposing of waste sheep dip
Waste sheep dip can be collected from your farm for disposal at a suitable licensed waste treatment facility.
You must follow the waste duty of care requirements and use a registered waste carrier to collect and dispose of the waste dip from your farm.
Your waste carrier can also take away,
surplus sheep dip concentrate
dip that has passed its expiry date
empty containers if you cannot return them to the manufacturer.
Disposing of waste sheep dip to land
It is no longer possible to apply for an Environmental Permit to dispose of waste sheep dip to land in Wales.
If you already have an Environmental Permit to dispose of waste sheep dip you can continue to carefully spread the waste dip onto the land in a controlled manner but must comply with the conditions set out in the permit.  Your permit conditions specify the area of land permitted for disposal and the maximum volume and frequency of disposal you can make.
You must never use an infiltration system (soakaway) to dispose of waste sheep dip and washings.
Do not mix the waste dip directly with the contents of a slurry store, because you’d have to treat all the slurry in the store as contaminated waste and dispose of it off-site.
Disposing of containers
Never reuse containers that have held sheep dip concentrate.
Take the containers to registered disposal sites or dispose of them via registered waste carriers.
6. Keeping records
You must keep a record of your sheep dipping operations. Include details of:
when the dipping took place.
where it took place.
the dip product you used.
the supplier of the dip.
the animals you treated.
This is required for your medicine records and will be useful evidence if there is a pollution incident and will let you observe any withdrawal periods for sheep going for slaughter.
You must also keep all duty of care waste transfer notes for your waste disposal.
If you have an existing permit to dispose of waste sheep dip to land you must keep records of your disposal as set out in the conditions of your permit.
7. Emergencies
If there is a risk that surface or groundwater has been polluted you must contact Natural Resources Wales to report an environmental incident. You can do it online, via email or call on 0300 065 3000.
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